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And all concerned in the 
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IMPORTANT BUSINESS 


O F ; 
EDUCATION. 


[ . you, in a great Meaſure, depends 
the preſent, the future, the never-ending 
Happineſs or Miſery of thoſe under your Care. 
If you are then concern'd for their true Intereſt, 
diligently attend to the firſt Impreſſions; for earlier 
than is generally imagined is the Mind capable of 
diſtinguiſhing Good and Evil; and if Virtue be 
carefully repreſented to the opening Underſtanding, 
as it really is, lovely and engaging, may it not bid 
fair to gain the innocent Heart, and have a happy - 
Influence on the whole of after Life? 12 
A 3 Cus ron, 
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CusTrTom, you know, is a ſecond Nature, and 
when Virtue is once become habitual, will not the 
Pijaftice of it be as eaſy and as pleafant as the Practice 
of Vice? The wife Man ſaid, The Ways of Wiſdom, 
that is, Virtue, or Religion, are Mays of Pleaſantneſs,. 
and all her Paths are Peace. | I 

« WHEN the Cretans would curſe a Man, in the 
ſtrongeſt Manner, they wiſhed he might be engaged. 
in ſome bad Cuſtom, locking upon ſuch a one as ir- 
recoverably loſt.” 

CRM Es the Philoſopher, ufed to ſtand in the 
higheſt Places of the City of Thebes, and cry out, 
O ye People, why da ye toil to get Eftates for your Chil- 
dren, when you take no Care of their Education? © This. 
% 18, (as Diogenes (aid) to take Care of the Shoe, but. 
„ none of the Foot that is to wear it.” 

% XENOP HON tells us, the Perſſan Children went 
to School and employed their Time as diligently in 
learning the Principles of juſtice and Sobriety, as 
the Youth in other Countries did to acquire the moſt 
difficult Arts and Sciences. Their Governors ſpent 
mof of the Day in hearing their mutual Accufations 
one againſt another, whether for Violence, Cheating, 
Slander, or Ingratitude, and taught them how to- 
give Judgment againft thoſe who were found to be 
any Way guilty of thoſe Crimes.“ 

„ Tug Judian Gymmoſophiſts uſed to afk every par- 
ticular Scholar, before Dinner was ſerved up, how 
he had employ'd his lime ſince Sun rifing? Some 
of them anſwer, that having been choſen as Arbi- 
trators between two Perſons, they have compoſed 
their Differences and made them Friends; ſome, 
that they have been executing. the Orders of their 
Parents; and others, that they have either found 
out ſomething new, by their own Application, or learnt 
it from the Inſtruction. of their Fellows, But if there 

| happens 
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happens to be any one among them who eannot 
make it appear that he has employed the Morning to 
Advantage, he is immediately excladed from the 
Company, and obliged to. work while the reſt are at 
Dinner.” D 

« I fAver heard of a Mar who, at certain 
Times, uſed to give his Scholars Six-pence a-piece, 
that they might tell him the next Day how they 
had employ'd it. A Third Part was always to be 
laid out in Charity, and every Boy was blamed or 
commended as he could make it appear he had choſere 
a a fir Object.“ 

In the publick Schools of this Nation, bleſs'd with 
the divine Illuminations of the Chriſtian Religion, 
whictr teaches ſuch ſuperior Degrees and Motives of 
Virtue, how ſhamefully do the Maſters of them ne- 

ect the forming the Manners of their Scholars! 

r. Locke obſerves, ** That a Man muſt have a 
ſtrange Value for Words, when the Languages of the 
Greeks and Romans are prefert'd to that which made 
them ſuch brave Men, and can think it worth while 
to hazard the Innocence and Virtue of his Son for a 
little Latin and Greek.” 

LET me then intreat you to conſider this Matter 
ſeriouſly ; for if the Foundation be rightly laid, we 
provide in the ſureſt Manner for our Childrens future 
Honour, and take the beſt Method to render their 
Learning and extenſive Knowledge in the higheft 
Degree graceful and beneficial ; to make their Addrefs 
polite, their Manners ingermaus, to reſne their Diſ- 
poſitions, enoble their Views, and fr them for Soctery 
and Friendſhip. By this Means their tender and faf- 
ceptible Minds are guarded againſt thoſe Exceſſes and 
falfe Pleaſures which impair their Health, and cor- 
rupt their Manners, often to fach a Degree, that 
they are never afterwards recovered to a due Strength 

: and, 


Ddr lo. 


and Vigour of either Body or Mind. Thoſe there- 
fore who are negligent herein may juſtly be ſaid to be 
Barbarians, alienated from the Feelings of Huma- 
nity, and hardened againſt the tendereſt Sympathies 
of Nature.” 

IN Duro me in mentioning one Part of Inſtruction, 
Which ſhould never fail to be inſtill'd into the Minds 
of Youth; forfrom thence proceeds every Thing great 
and good; that is, the Knowledge of an Uni- 
verſal Parent, preſiding over and governing all Man- 
kind ; that they are bound to pay him the higheſt 
Reverence ; that they owe to him all their Supports 
and Accommodations from their firſt Exiſtence ; 
that his Government is mild and gracious, and his 
Puniſhments, when he is obliged to correct, neceſſa- 
ry, and for their Good ; that he ſees all their Follies, 
and that whatever they are afraid to do in the 
Preſence of their earthly Parents, they ſhould be 
much more ſollicitous not to indulge themſelves in, 
under his conſtant Notice and Inſpection.“ 

ANOTHER moſt neceſſary Duty incumbent on 
Inſtructors of Youth is, a conſtant Care to be ex- 
emplary in their own Conduct. “ Be not luxurious, 
if you expect them to be moderate, If you are ſtiff 
and arrogant, can you expect them to be mild and 
condeſcending? If you are given to Fraud, can 
you expect them to be juſt; or if you ſhew a 
narrow, partial, ſelfiſh Temper, can you expect 
them to be diſintereſted, generous, aud diffuſively 
benevolent ?” If you do, vain are your Ex- 
pectations, and certain will be your Diſappoint- 


ments. 


« IT is a Maxim, too much inculcated, and put 
into Practice, that to ſpare the Rod is to ſpoil the 
Child. A more juſt and prudent Rule in Education, 

I am perſuaded, is, refrain from Severity, thereby to 
inſpire 
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inſpire the Child with ſublime and generous Senti ments. 
The Fear of Shame, fo ſtrongly implanted in the 
human Mind, and, notwithſtanding the Prevaleney 
of Vice at this Day, the ſtrong Senſe of it, which 
almoſt univerſally fill prevails, will, if properly 
applied, generally prevent the Practice of Vice; and 
the Virtue, thus produced, will be much more ex- 
tenſive, and more certain and laſting in its Conſe- 
quences. Indeed in Caſes of invincible Obſtinacy, 
where all Addreſs of Influence and Perſuaſion, all 
Motives of Fear and Shame, do not produce a proper 
Conduct, it may be juſtifiable to uſe a ſeveter Me- 
thod, thereby to prevent, if poſſible, the fatal Effects 
of Exceſs to the vicious Perſon himſelf, the Blemiſh 
and Stain of the Family be belongs to, and alſo to 
ſecure the Peace and Order of Civil Society, But, if 
it ſhould be found neceffary to mix Puniſhments 
with Rewards, they ſhould be ſo contrived and pro- 
portioned, as to nouriſh and firengthen, as much as 
is poſſible, the Senſe of Ingenuity and Honour; 
that the Shame and Infamy of the Puniſhment may 
be the principal Circumſtance adapted to deter, and 
the Glory and Dignity of the Reward to encourage. 
But, if poſſible, by eaſon and Argument, by con- 
vincing them that their Duty is their Intereſt, by 
Kindneſs and Condeſcenſion, let Parents and others 
induce thoſe under their Care to love and confide in 
them, as the beſt Means to fecure their Obedience.” 
To ſhew that Education ſhonld be made as pleafant 
as poſlible, Spen/ippus cauſed the Pictures of Love and 
Joy to be hung round his School. For the fame Pur- 
poſe + La Stories, Fables, &c. may be made 

very ſubſervient, by pleaſingly and inſenſibly leadin 
the Reader to a Love of the 8 of ſome, and — 
Abhorrence of the Vices of others. Mr. Addi/or ob- 
lerves, that © among all the different Ways of giving 
_ Counſel, 
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Counſel, the fineſt, and that which pleaſes the moſt 
univerſally, is Fable, in whatſoever Shape it appears. 
In reading a Fable we are made to believe we adviſe 
ourſelves. We peruſe the Author for the Sake of the 
Story, and conſider the Precepts rather as our Con- 
cluſions than his Inſtruftions, If we look into an- 
cient Hiſtories, both ſacred and prophane, we find the 
wiſe Men of old very often chofe to give Counſel to 
their Kings in Fables.” However, it is too evident, 
that many Perſons are only affected with what is un- 
common and ſurpriſing in the Hiſtories they read. 
The principal End of the Author in the ftriking and 
uſeful Deſcriptions and Characters, all intended for 
us ta imitate, or avoid, are entirely overlooked. 

In the Story of the reduced Gitizen, the Cha- 
racters and Circumſtances of himſelf, his Wife, and 
Daughter, do, in a few Lines, point out many in- 
expreſſibly elegant and inſtructive Leſſons. 

THAT of Rhynſault has the following and many 
more maſterly, deſcriptive Beauties. He knew what 
it was #9 enjoy the Satisfattions which are reaped from 
the Poſſeſſion of Beauty, but was an utter Stranger to 
the Decencies, Honours and Delicacies that attend the 
Paſſion towards them in elegant Minds, &c. In ano- 
ther Place, Zuft, like Ambition, takes all the Faculties 
of the Mind and Body into its Service and Subjection. 
All Humanity was bt in that one Appetite. — 

To enumerate the Beauties of this Kind in the 
following Hiſtories, &c. would be endleſs; and muſt 
it not then be an egregious Fault in Parents and 
Maſters to overlook what is ſo neceſſary, ſo advan- 
tageous ? 

«* IT would be of great Service to young Perſons, if 
when they read, they were afk'd their Opinion of 
any remarkable Action or Saying; why they judge 
it to be good, or bad ; and how it might have _ 

| carrie 
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carried to a greater Degree of Perfection; but the 
Example of any particular Perſon ſhould ſeldom, if 
ever, be recommended in the groſs: It ſhould be 
noted, where he excell'd, and where he was defective. 
For want of this Caution, young Perſons are often 
ſo dazzled with the Luſtre of a great Character, that 
they confound its Beauties with its Blemiſhes, and look 
upon the faulty Part of it with an Eye of Admiration. | 
Tux Remarks added to the following Stories, Sc. 
are intended to aſſiſt thoſe who have not the Happi- 
neſs of proper Helps in Education, or ſuch as through 
Pleaſure or Buſineſs de not ſufficiently attend to 
what ought to be the main End of reading, namely, 
to inſorm and ſtrengthen the Judgment in what is 
blameable or praiſe-worthy, and fix in the Mind 
proper Notions of Juſtice, Sincerity, Temperance, 
Civility, Friendſhip, Generoſity, Compaſſion, Mercy, 
and other Virtues and Vices.— The Writer's Aim 


Was to ſay what naturally aroſe out of the Stories, 


and was likely to ſerve the above-mention'd valuable 
Purpoſes. They were made without even conſulting 
the Books from whence they are taken, at a Time 
of Indiſpoſition, and a Hurry of Family Avocations : 
This will plead with the Candid for their Defects; 
for the Author was far from being ambitious of ap- 
pearing in Print. 

THAT every one employ'd in the honourable, 
uſeful, and important Work of forming the human 
Mind, may meet with all poſſible Succeſs, and a 


Reward ſuited to their Fidelity in the arduous Taſk, 
is the hearty Wiſh of 


Their obedient Servant, 


The Epirok. 


BOOKS publiſhed by J. Waa cus, the Cor- 
ner of Raquet Court, Fleet-ſtreet. 
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The Hiſtory of INK LE and YARICO. 


embarked in the Daun, in the good Ship called 

the Achilles, bound for the Meſt- Indies, on the 
16th of June, 1647, in order to improve his Fortune by 
Trade and Merchandize. Our Adventurer was the third 
Son of an eminent Citizen, who had taken particular 
Care to inſtill into his Mind an early Love of Gain, by 
making him a perfect Maſter of Numbers, and conſequent- 
ly giving bim a quick View of I.ofs and Advantage, and 
preventing the natural Impulſes of his Paſſions, by Pre- 
poſſeſſion towards his Intereſts. With a Mind thus turned, 
- Intle had a Perſon every Way agreeable, a rudd 

igour in his Countenance, Strength in his Limos, wit 

Ringlets of fair Hair looſely flowing on his Shoulders. It 
happened in the Courſe of the Voyage, that the Achilles, 
in ſome Diſtreſs, put into a Creek on the Main of Ame- 
rica in Search of Proviſions : The Youth, whois the Hero 
of my Story, among others, went aſhore on this Occaſion. 
From their firſt Landing they were obſerved by a Party of 
India us, who hid themſelves in the Woods for that Purpoſe. 
The Engliſb unadviſedly marched a great Diſtance from 
the Shore into the Country, and were intercepted by the 
Natives, who ſlew the greateſt Number of them. Our 
Adventurer eſcaped, among others, by flying into a Foreſt. 
* his coming into a remote and pathleſs Part of the 
Wood, he threw himſelf, tired and breathleſs, on a little 
Hillock, when an Indian Maid ruſhed from a Thicket be- 
hind him ; After the firſt Surprize they appeared mutually 
agreeable to each other. If the Euripran was highly 
charmed with the Limbs, Features, and wild Graces of 
the n:ked American, the American was no leſs taken with 
the Dreſs, Complexion, and Shape of an European, cover- 
ed from Head to Foot. * Indian grew immediately 


eld. 


M. Thomas Inkle, of London, aged twenty Years, 
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enamoured of him, and conſequently ſollicitous for his Pre- 
ſervation: She therefore. conveyed him to a Cave, where 
ſhe. gave. him a delicious Repaſt of Fruits, and led him to 
a Stream to ſlake his Thirſt, In the Midſt of theſe good 
Offices, ſhe would ſometimes play with his Hair, and de- 
light in the Oppoſition of its Colour to that of her Fingers; 
then open his Boſom, then laugh at him for covering it. 
She was, it ſeems, a Perſon of Diſtinction, for ſhe every 
Day came to him in a different Dreſs, of the moſt beautiful 
Shells, Bugles, and Beads. She likewiſe brought him a 
great many Spoils, which her other Lovers had preſented 
to her; ſo that his Cave was richly adorned with all the 
ſpotted Skins of Beaſts, and moſt party. coloured Feathers 
ef Fowls, which that World afforded. To make his Con- 
finement more tolerable, ſhe would carry.him in the Duſk 
of the Evening, or by the Favour of Moon-light, to unfre- 
quented Groves and Solitudes, and ſhew him where to lie 
down 1n Safety, and ſteep amidſt the Falls of Waters, and 
Melody of ys. Her Part was to watch and hold 
him aſleep in her Arms, for fear of her Countrymen, and 
wake him on Occafions to conſult his Safety. In this Man- 
ner did the Lovers paſs away their Time, till they. had 
learned a wrt (ay > of their own, in which the Voyager 
communicated to his Miftreſs, how. happy. he ſhou!d be to 
have her in his Country, where ſhe ſhould be cloathed in 
ſuch Silks as his Waifteoat was made of, and be carried in 
Houſes drawn by Horſes, without being expoſed to Wind 
or Weather. All this he promiſed her the Enjoyment of, 
without ſuch Fears and Alarms as they were there torment- 
ed with, In this tender Correſpondence theſe Lovers lived 
ſos ſeveral Months, when Tarico, inſtructed by her Lover, 
diſcovered a Veſtel on the Coaft, to which ſhe made Sig- 
nals; and in the Night, with the utmoſt Joy and Satisfac- 
tion, accompanied him to a Ship's Crew of his Country- 
men, bound for. Barbadoes, When a Veſſel from the 
Main arrives in that Iſland, it ſeems the Planters come down 
to the Shore, where there is an immediate Market for the 
Indian, and other Slaves, as with us of Horſes and Oxen. 
To be ſhort, Mr. Thomas Inkle, now coming into En- 
£/:f Territories, began ſeriouſly to reflect upon his — 
' Time, 
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Time, and to weigh with himſelf how many Days Intereſt 
of his Money he had loſt during his Stay with Yarico. This 
Thought made the young Man very penſive and careful 
what Account he ſhould be able to give his Friends of his 
Voyage. Upon which Conſiderations, the prudent and 
frugal young Man ſold Yarico to a Barbadian Merchant; 
notwithſtanding that the poor Girl, to incline him to com- 
miſerate her Condition, told him that ſhe was with Child 
by him: But he only made Uſe of that Information, to 
riſe in his Demands upon the Purchaſer. 


The APPLICATION. 


What Heart pofleſſed of a Spark of Humanity, can a- 
void abhorring the ſordid, black Ingratitude and baſe 
Treachery of In4/e; or ſeeing the fatal Tendency of 
making the Love of Gain the ruling Principle, whick 
could, even in a youthful and amorous Heart, deſtroy 
every ſocial Virtue, every humane and grateful Diſpoſition, 
and fink the Perſon governed by it below the moſt rapact- 
ous Animal; for the Tyger kills to fatisfy his Hunger; 
but more cruel 7n#le betrays to Miſery his Protector, his 
Benefa&or, his Deliverer, only to fill his Purſe; and of 
ſo little Moment is Difference of Country to determine a 
Perſon's true Character, that we ſee here thoſe honeſt, 
tender and generous Sentiments in a wild Indian, Which 
were wretchedly wanting, nay, perverted into the vileſt 
Conduct, in one of a polite Nation. 7 


LATITIA and DAPHNE. 


Friend of mine has two Daughters, whom I will call 
Letitia and Daphne; the former is one of the great- 


eſt Beauties of the Age in which ſhe lives, the other, no 


way remarkable for any Charms in her Perſon. Upon 
this one Circumſtance of their outward Form, the Good 
and Ill of their Life ſeems to turn. Lætitia has not, from 
her "uy Childhood, heard any Thing elſe but Commenda- 
tions of her Featyres and Complexion ; by which Means 


ſhe 1s no other than Nature made her, a very beautiful 
Outſide, The Conſciouſneſs by her Charms has rendered 
| I hez 
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her inſupportably vain and inſolent towards all wha have 
to do with her, Daphne,' who was almoſt Twenty before 
one civil Thing had ever been ſaid to her, found herſelf 
obliged to acquire ſome Accompliſhments to make up for 
the Want of thoſe Attractions which ſhe ſaw in her Siſter. 
Poor Daphne was ſeldom ſubmitted to in any Debate where- 
in ſhe was concerned; her Diſcourſe had nothing to recom- 
mead t but the good Senſe of it, and ſhe was always under 
2 Neceſſity to have verywell conſidered what ſhe was toſay 
before ſhe uttered it; While Lætitia was lillened to with 
Partiality; and Approbation ſate in the Countenances of 
thoſe ſhe converfed with, before ſhe'communicated whatſhe 
had ta ſay. Theſe Cauſes have produced ſuitable Effects, 
and Lætilià is as inſipid a companion as Da hne is an agree- 
able one. Lætitia, confident of Favour, has ſtudied no 
Arts to pleaſe; Daphne deſpairing of any Inclination to- 
wards her Perſon, has depended only on her Merit, Leti- 
tia has always ſomething in her Air that is ſullen, grave, 
and diſconſolate. Daphne has a Counterance that appears 
chearful, open and unconcerned. A young Gentleman ſaw 
Letitia this Winter at a Play, and became her Captive, 
His Fortune was ſuch, that he wanted very little Introcuc- 
tion to ſpeak his Sentiments to her Father. The Lover 
was admitted with the utmoſt Freedom into the Family, 
here a conſtrained Behaviour, ſevere Looks, znd diſtant 
Civilities, were the higheſt Favours he could obtain of Læ- 
titia ; while Daphne uſed him with the good Humour, Fa- 
miliarity, and Innocence of a Siſter ; inſomuch that he 
wouldoften ſay to her, Dear Daphne, wert thou but as hand- 
- ſome as Lietitia !—She received ſuch Language with that 
ipgenucusand pleaſing Mirth, which is natural to a Woman 
without Deſigu. He ſtill ſighed in vain for Læbitia, but 
fourdcertain Relief intheagteeable Converſationof Daphre. 
At length, heartily tired with the haughty Impertinence of 
Laxtitia, and charmed with the repeated Inſtances of good 
Humour he had obſerved in Daphne, he one Day told the 
lat er, that he had ſométhing to ſay to her he hoped ſhe 
would be plea'ed with. Faith, Daphne, continued he, 
am in Love with thee, and dejþiſe thy Siſter fincer eh. The 
Manner of his ceclaring himſelf gave NI fon 
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for a very hearty Laughter.—Nay, ſays he, I *nexw you 
evould laugh at me, but I'll aj your” Fatoer, He did lo; 
the Father received his Intelligence with no leſs Joy than 
Surprize, and was very glad he had now no Care left bur 
for his Beauty, which he thought he could carry to Market 
at his Leiſure. I do not know any Thing that has pleaſed 
me ſo much this great while, as this Conqueſtof my Friend 
Daphne. All her Acquaintance congratulated her upon her 
Chance Medley, and laughed at that premeditating M ur- 
derer her Siſter. As it is an Argument of a 9 — ind, 
to think the worſe of ourſelves for the Imperfections ot 


the Advantages of them. . 


| 2&4 
The APPLICATION: 

See, in the Fate of Lælitia, how weak the Charms, 
how ſhort-lived the Triumph of Beauty, when attended 
with Pride and Inſolence ; while the artleſs Daphne's Con- 
queſt ſhews the powerful Attraction of à well-cultivated 
Mind, and a humble, chearful, obliging Behaviour; and 
did Men more generally pay a Regard to real Worth in the 
Choice of a Partner for Life, the Fair Sex would doubt- 


our Perſons, it is equally below us to value ourſelves upon 


-leſs be more careful to adorn their Mings, inſtead; of 


traſting ſo much to the fading Charas of their Perſons. 
Gir Cn 012909,001 une 
Socrates, and a Päpſiaę nomiſt. 


T chanced to be a great PhyGiognomiſt at 
Athens, who had made range Diſcoveries of Mens 
Tempers and Inclinations by their outward Appearances, 
Socrates's Diſciples, that they might pur.this Artift to the 
Trial, carried him to their Maſter, whom be had never 
ſeen before, and did not know; hz was then in Company 
with him. Aſter a ſhort Examiaation of his Face, the 
Phy ſiognomiſt pronounced him the moſt leud, libidigous, 
drunken old Fellow that he had ever met with in h's 
whole Life. Upon which the Diſciples all burſt out a- 
laughing, as thinking they had detected the Falſhood and 
Vanity of his Art: But Szcrates told them, that the Pri n- 
eiples of his Art might be very true, notwithſtanding his 
a 3 | preſent 
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prefer t Miſtake; for that he himſelf was naturally inclined 
do thoſe particular Vices which the Phyſiognomiſt had diſ- 
covered in his Countenance, but that he had conquered 
the ſtrong Diſpoſitions he was born with, by the DiQates 
bf Philolophy. | 3 

We are "deed told, by an ancient Author, that Socrates 
very much reſembled Szlenus in his Face; which we find 
to have been very rightly obſerved from all the Statues 
and Buſts of both, that are ſtill extant; as well as on 
ſeveral antique Seals and precious Stones, which are fre- 
quently enough to be met with in the Cabinets of the Cu- 
Tious. But however Obſervations of this Nature may 
ſometimes hold, a wiſe Man ſhould be particularly cautious 
how he gives Credit to a Man's outward Appearance. It 
is an irreparable Injuſtice we are guilty of towards one an- 
other, when we are prejudiced by the Looks and Features 
of thoſe whom we do not know. How often do we conceive 
Hatred againſt a Perſon of Worth, or fancy a Man to be 
eee ill: natured by his Aſpect, whom we think we 
cannot eſteem too much, when we are acquainted with 
his real Character. 


The APPLICATION. 

We may learn from this Story the Force of true Wiſ⸗ 
dom, which can feſtrain and change the worſt Diſpo- 
ſitions, tho? ever ſo ſtrongly ſeated in the Conſtitution; 
for the Light of N Ache planted in every Heart, leaves all 
Men without Excuſe who tread in the Paths of Vice, but 
greatlyenhanced muſt their Guilt be, who b the Bleſſin g 
of Divine Revelation, yet neglect its ſacred Dictates. 


EUDOXUS and LEONTINE. 

EU DO Us and Leontine began the World with ſmall 
” Eftates, They were both of them Men of good 
Seriſe and great Virtue. They proſecuted their Studies to- 
gether in their earlier Years, and entered into ſuch a 
Friendſhip as laſted to the End of their Lives. Eudoxus, 
at his firſt ſetting out in the World, threw himſelf into a 
Cotirt, Where, by his natural Endowments and his acquired 
Abilities, he made his Way from one Poſt to another, till 
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at length he had raiſed a very conſiderable Fortune. Leon- 
ine on the contrary ſought all Opportunities of improving 
his Mind by Study, Converſation and Travel. He was 
not only acquainted with all the Sciences, but with the 
molt eminent Profeſſors of them throughout Furepe. He 
knew perfectly well the Intereſts of its Princes, with the 
Cuftoms and Faſhions of their Courts, and could ſcarce 
meet with the Name of an extraordinary Perſog in the Ga- 
zette whom he had not either talked to or ſeen. In ſhort, 
he had ſo well mixt and digeſted his Knowledge of Men 
and Books, that he made one of the moſt accompliſhed 
Perſons of his Age. During the whole Courſe of his Stu- 
dies and Travels he kept up a punctual Correſpondence 
with Eudoxus, who often made himſelf acceptable to the 
principal Men about Court by the Intelligence which he 
received from Lrontine. When they were both turned of 


Forty (an Age in which, according to Mr.-Cowley there it 


no dalhying with Life) they determined, purſuant to the 
Reſolution they had taken in the Beginning of their Lives, 
to retire, and paſs the Remainder of their Days mn the 
Country. In order to this, they both of them married 
much about the fame Time. Leontine, with his own and 
his Wife's Fortune, bought a Farm of three hundred u 
Year, which lay within the Neighbourhood of his Friend 
Eudoxus, who had purchaſed an Eſtate of as many thouſands. 
They were both Farhers about the fame Time, Bursa 
having a Son born to him, and Leontine a Daughter; but 
to the unſpeakable Grief of the latter, his young Wiſe (iu 
whom all his Happineſs was wrapt up) died in a few Days 
after the Birth of her Daughter. His AMiQion would 
have been inſupportable, had he not been comforted by 
the daily Viſits and Converſation of his Friend. As 
they were one Day talking together wich their uſual 
Intimacy, Leontine, contidering how incapable he was 
of giving his Daughter a proper Education in his o n 
Houſe, and Euzoxus refleQing on the ordinary Behaviour 
of a Son who knows himſelf to be the Heir of a great 
Eſtate, they both agreed upon an Exchange of Chil. 
dren, namely, that the Boy ſhould be bred up with Leon- 
tine as his Son, and that the'Girl:tſhould live with Exidorxus 
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as his Daughter, till they were each of them arrived at 
Years of Diſcretion. The Wife of Eudrxus knowing that 
her Son could not be ſo advantageouſly brought up as 
under the Care of Leontine, andconſidering at the LocTime 
that he would be perpetually under her own Eye, was, by 
Degrees, prevailed upon to fall in with the Project. She 
therefore took Leenilla, for that was the Name of the 
Girl, and educated her as her own Daughter, The two 
Friends on each Side had wrought themſelves to ſach an 
habitval Tenderneſs for the Children who were under 
their Direction, that each of them had the real Paſſion of 
a Father, were the Title was but imaginary. # ovio, the 
Name of the young Heir that lived with Leontine, though 
he had all the Duty and Affection 3 for his ſup- 
poſed Parent, was taught to rejoice at the Sight of Eudox- 
vs, who viſited his Friend very frequently, and was dic- 
tated by his natural Affection, as well as by the Rules of 
Prudence, to make himſelf eſteemed and beloved by Fle- 
rio. The Boy was now old enough to know his ſuppoſed 
Father's Circumftances, and that therefore he was to make 
his Way m the World by his own Induſtry. This Conſi- 
deration grew ftronger in him every e and produced 
ſo good an Effect, that he applied himſelf, with more than 
ordinary Attention, to the Purſuit of every Thing which 
Leentine recommended to him. His natural Abilities, which 
were very good, aſſiſted by the Dire ions of ſo excellent 
a Counſellor, enabled him tomake a quicker Progreſs than 
ordinary thro? all the Parts of his Education. Before he 
was twenty Years of Age, having finiſhed his Studies and 
Exerciſes with great Applauſe, he was removed from the 
Univerſity to the Inns of Court, where there ate very few 
that make themſelves conſiderable - Proficients in the 
Studies of the Place, who know they ſhall arrive at great 
Eftates without them. This was not Florio's Caſe; he 
found that three hundred a Year was but a poor Eftate for 
Leontine and himſelf to live upon, fo that he ſtudied with. 
out Iutermiſſion till he gained a very good Infight into the 

Conſtitution and Laws of his Country, . 
I ſhould have told my Reader, that, whilſt Flor io lived 
at the Houſe of his Foſter Father, he was always an —_— 
able 
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able Gueſt in the Family of Zudoxus, where he became ac. 
quainted with Leonilla from her Infaticy. His Acquaintance 
with her by Degrees grew into Love, which, in a Mind 
trained up in all the ene of Honour and Virtue, 
became a very uneaſy Paſſion. He deſpaired-of gaining an 
Heireſs of ſo great a Fortune, and would rather have died 
than attempted it by any indirect Methods. Leonilla, who 
was a Woman of the greateſt Beauty,joined with thegreat> 
eſt Modefty, entertained at the ſame Time a ſecret Paſſion 
for Florio, but conducted herſelf with ſo much Prudence, 
that ſhe never gave him the leaſt Intfmation of it. Florio 
was now engaged in all thoſe Arts and Improvements that 
are pioper to raiſe a Man's private Fortune, and give him 
a Figure in his Country, but ſecretly tormented with that 
Pafhonwhich burns with the greateſt Furyin a virtuous and 
noble Heart, when he received a {udden Summons from 
Leontine to repair to him into the Country the next Day; 
for it ſeems Eudexus was ſo filled with the Report of his 
don's Reputation, that he could no longer withholdmaking _ 
himſelf known to him. The Morning after his Arrival at 
the Houſe of his ſuppoſed Father, Leontine told him, that 
EFud:xus hadſomethingof great Importanceto communicate 
to him; upon which the good Man embraced him, and 
wept, Florio was no ſooner arrived at the great Houſe that 
ſtood in his Neighbourhood, but Eudoxus took him by the 
Hand atter the nhrit Salutes were over, and conducted him 
into his Cloſet. He there opened to him the whole Secret 
of his Parentage and Education,concluding after this man- 
ner. 1 hawe no other way left of acknowledging my Gratitude 
to Leontine, than by marrying you to his Daughter. He ſhall 
not loſe the Pleaſure of being your Father, by the Diſcovery I 
have made to you. onilla roo Hall be fill my Daugbter; 
her filial Piety, though miſplaced, has been ſo exemplary, that 
it deſerves the greateſt Reward I can'confer upon it. Yau 


ſhall have the Pleaſure of ſeeing a great Eflate fall to you, 


which you would have loſt the Reliſh of had you known your« 
felf born to it. Continue only to deſerde it in the ſame Manner 
you did before you were poſſeſſed of it. I ba ve teft your Mo- 
ther in rhe next Room. Her Heart yearns toward you. She 
is making the ſame Diſcoveries to Leonilla which T have made 
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. Florio was ſo overwhelmed with this Profuſion 
of appincls, that he was not able to make a Reply, but 
threw himſelf down at his Father's Feet, and amidſt a Flood 
of Tears, kiſſed and embraced his Knees, aſking his Bleſſing, 
and expreſſing in dumb Shew thoſe Sentiments of Love, 
uty and Gratitude that were too big for Utterance. To 
nclude, the happy Pair were married, and half Fudexus's 
El ate ſettled upon them, Leontine and Eudoxus paſſed the 
Remainder of their Lives together; and received, m thedu- 
tiful and affectionate Behaviour of Florio and Leonilla, the 
juſt Recompence,as well as the natural Effects, of that Care 
which they had beſtowed upon them in their Education. 


. The APPLICATION. 
In Eudoxus and Leontine, we have a rare Inſtance of a 
perfect Friendſhip, kept up in a great Inequality of Cir- 
cumſtances. The generous Mind will never value itſelf 


upon what can make no Part of its Worth, but as it is 


worthily employed, Their Conduct to their Children 
well ſhews their juſt Senſe of Things; how requiſite a 
4iberal Education and a virtuous Conduct is to adorn a 


great Eſtate, .. Were this more attended to, we ſhould not 


to often ſee mean Spirits and rude and ridiculous Behavi- 
our in Men of Fortune, whoſe Wealth only ſerves to ex- 


poſe them more. ſtrongly. 


"CONSTANTIA and THEODOSIUS. 
PONSTANTIA was a Woman of extraordinary 

x; Wit and Beauty, but very unhappy in a Father, who 

having arri ved at great Riches by his own Induſtry, took 


Delight in nothing but his Money. Theods/eus was the 


younger Son of a decayed Family, of great Parts and 
8 improved by a genteel and virtuous Education. 
When he was in the twentieth YEarof his Age he became 
acquainted with Conftantia, who had not then paſſed her 
fifteenth. As he lived but a few Miles diſtance from her 
Father's Houſe, he had frequent Opportunities of ſeeing 
her; and by the Advantages of a good Perſon and a 


«pleaſing Converſation, made ſuch an Impreſſion in her 


Heart as it was inipoſſible-for Time to efface: He was 
| himſelf 
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Himſelf no leſs ſmitten with Conſtantia, A long Acquaint- 


ance made them ſtill diſcover new Beauties in each other, 
and by Degrees raiſed in them that mutual Paſſion which 
had an Influence on their following Lives. It unfortu- 
nately happened, that in the Midſt of this Intercourſe of 
Love and Friendſhip between Theodofius and Conflantia, 
there broke out an irreparable Quarrel between their Pa- 
rents, the one valuing himſelf too much upon his Birth, 


and the other upon his Poſſeſſions. The Father of Con- 
Hautiu was ſo incenſed at the Father of Thecdoſfus, that he 


contracted an unreaſonable Averſion towards his Son, in- 
ſomuch that he forbad him his Houſe, and charged his 
Daughter upon her Duty never to ſee him more. In the 
mean Time, to break off all Communication between the 
two Lovers, who he knew entertained ſecret Hopes of 
ſome favourable Opportunity that ſhould bring them to- 
gether, he found out a young genileman of a good Fortune 
and an agreeable Perſon, whom he pitched upon as a Huſ- 
band for his Daughter. He ſoon concerted this Affair ſo 
well, that he told Cenſtantia it was his Deſign to marry 
her to ſuch a Gentleman, and that her Wedding ſhould 


be celebrated on ſuch a Day. Con/antia, who was o ver- 


awed with the Authority of her Father, and unable to ob- 
ject any thing againſt ſo advantageous a Match, received 
the Propoſal with a profound Silence, Which her Father 


commended in her, as the moſt decent Manner of a Vir- 


in's \piving her Conſent to an Overture of that Kind, 
he Noiſe of this intended Marriage ſoon reach Theodoffus, 
who, after a long Tumult of Paſſions, which naturally 


riſe in a Lover's Heart on fach an Occaſion, writ the fol- 
lowing Letter to Conſtantia. 


x T HE Thought of my Conſtantia, which for ſome 
* ' 


Yeats has been my only Happineſs, is now be- 
come a greater Torment to me than I am able to bear, 
* Muſ: I then live to ſee you another's ? The Streams, 


© the Fields, and Meadows, where we have ſo often talk. 


ed together, grow painful to me; Life itſelf is become 

* a Burthen. May you long be happy in the World, but 
forget that chere was ever ſuch a Man in it as 

*THEODOSIUS.' 
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This Letter was conveyed to Confantia that very Even- 
ing, who fainted at the Reading of it ; and the nextMorn- 
ing the ws much more alarmed by two or three Meſſen- 
gers, that came to her Father's Hcuſe one aſter another 
to enguire if they had heard any 'I'hing of Theodo5us, who 
it ſeems had left his Chamber about Midnight, and could 
no where be fourd. The deep Melancholy, which had 


hung on his Mind ſome Time before, made them appre- 


hend the worſt that could befall him. Conflantia, who 
knew that nothing but the Report of her Marriage could 
have driven him to ſuch Extremities, was not to be com- 
forted : dhe now accuſed herſelf for having ſo tamely gi- 
ven an Ear to the Propoſal of a Huſband, and looked up- 
on the new Lover as the Murderer of 7 hecde/rus : In ſhort, 
ſhe reſolved to ſuffer the utmuſt Effects of her Father's 
Diſpleaſure, rather than cemply with a Marriage which 


2ppeared to her ſo full of Guilt aud Horror. The Father, 


ſeeing hin. ſelf entirely rid of Theede/ius, and likely to keep 
a conſiderable Portion in his Family, was hot very much 


concerned at the obl.icate Refuſal of his Daughter; and 


did not find it very difficult to excuſe himſelf upon that 


_ Gecount to his intended Son-in-law, who had all along 
regarded this Alliance rather as a Marriage of Conveni- 


ence iban Love. Canfaniia had now no Relief but in her 


D votions and Exerciies of Religion, to which her Af- 


flictions had ſofntirely ſubjected her Mind, that after 
ſon e Yeurs had abated the Violence of her-Sorrows, and 


ſettled her Thought. in a Kind of Tranquillity, ſhe reſolved 


to pals the Remainder of her Days in a Convent. Her 


Father was not diſple aſed with a Reſolution, which would 


ſave Money in his Family, and readily complied with his 
Daughter's Intentions. Accordingly in the twenty-fifth 


, Year of ber Age, while ber Beauty was yet in all in ats 
_Heigf.t and Bloom, he carried her to a neighbouring Ci- 
ty, in order to look out a Siſterhood of Nuns among 


whom to place his Daughter. "There was in this Place a 


Father of a Convent who was very much renowned for 
his Piety and exemplary Life; and as it is uſual in the Ro- 
miſh Church for thoſe who are under any great Affliction, 


or Trouble of Mind, to apply themſelves to the moſt emi- 
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nent Confeſſor for Pardon and Conſolation, our beautiful 
Votary took the Opportunity of confeſſing herſelf to this 
celebrated Father. 1 

We muſt now return to Th-odofius, who, the very Morn- 
ing that the above-mentioned Enquiries had been made af. 
ter him, arrived at a religious Houſe in the City where 
now Conftantia reſided ; and deſiring the Secrecy and Con- 
cealment of the Fathers of the Convent, which is ve 
uſual upon any extraordinary Occaſion, he made himſelf 
one of the Order, with a private Vow never to enquire 
after C:n/tartia; whom he looked upon as Glen away 
to his Rival, upon the Day on which, according to com- 
mou Fame, their Marriage was to have been ſolemnized. 
Having in his Youth made a None Progreſs in Learning, 
that he might dedicate himſelt more entirely to Religion, 
he entered into Holy Orders, and in a few Years became 
renowned for his SanRity of Life, and thoſ- pious Senti- 


' mer.ts which he inſpired into all who converſed with him, 
It was this holy Man to whom Conftantia had deter- 


mined to apply herſelf in Confeſſion, tho' neither ſhe or 
any other, beſides the Prior of the Convent, knew any 
thing of his Name or Family. The RE the amiable 
{ heodefius had now taken upon him the Name of Father 
Francis; and was fo far concealed in a long Beard, a 
ſhaven Head, and a religious Habit, that it was ampoſli- 
ble to diſcover the Man of the World in the venerable 
Conventual. | | | 
As he was one Morning ſhnt up in his Confeflional, 
Conſtantia, kneeling by him, opened the State of her Soul 
to him; and after having given him the Hiſtory of a Life 
full of Innocence, ſhe bark out in Tears, and entered up- 
on that Part of her Story, in which he himſelf had fo 
great a. Share. My Behaviour, ſays ſhe, bas I fear been 


the Death of a Man who had no other Fault but that of 


loving me too much. Heaven only knows how dear he 
was to me whilſt he lived, and how bitter the Remem- 
brance of him has been to me ſince his Death. She here 
pauſed, and lifted up her Eyes that ſtreamed with Tears 
towards the Father ; who was ſo moved with the Senſe of 
her Sorrows, that he could only command his "_ 
$ which 
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which was broke with Sighs and Sobbings, ſo far as to bid 
her proceed. She followed his Directions, and in a Flood 
of Tears poured out her Heart before him. The Father | 
could not forbear weeping aloud, inſomuch that in the 5 
Agonies of his Grief the Scat ſnook under him. Conſtantia, 
who thought the good Man was thus moved by his Com- 
paſſion towards her, and bythe Horror of her Guilt, pro- 
ceeded with the utmoſt Contrition to acquaint him with _* 

that Vow of Virginity in which the was going gs 
herſelf, as a proper Atonement for her Sins, and the only 
Sacrifice ſhe could make to the Memory of Theodcfons. x 
The Father, who by this Time had pretty well compoſed 
himſelf, burſt out again in Tears upon hearing that Name 
to which he had been fo long diſuſed, and upon receiving 
this Inſtance of an unparalielled Fidelity from one who 
he thought had ſeveral Vears ſince given herſelf up to the 
Poſſeſhon'of another. Amidſt the Interruptions of his, 
Sorrows, ſeeing his Penitent overwhelmed with Grief, he 
was only able to bid her from Time to Time be comfo:t- 
ed To tell her that her Sins were forgiven her- That 
her Guilt was not ſo great as ſhe apprehended That ſhe 2 
ſhould not ſuffer herſelf to be afflicted above Meaſure. = 
After which he recovered himſelf enough to give her the 
„ -Abfoldtion in Form; directing her at the ſame Time to 
Fepair to him again the next Day, that he might encourage 
her in the- pious Reſolutions ſhe had taken, and give her 
ſuitable Exhortations for her Behaviour in it. Conflantia 
xetired, ard the next Morning renewed her Applications. 
 Theodsius, having manned his Soul with proper Thoughts 
und Reflectious, exerted himſelf upon this Occaſion in the 
beſt Manner he could to animate his Penitent in the * 
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Courſe of Life ſhe was entering upon, and wear out f 
her Mind thoſe ndleſs Fears and Apprehenſſbns which } 
had taken Pofſethor of it; concluding with a Promiſe to fa 
Ber, that he would from Time to Time continue his Ad. 
monitions when ſhe thould have taken upon her the hol 

Veil. The Ruleès of our reſpective Orders, ſays he, will 2 
not permit that I ſhould ſee you, but you may aſſure your- EF 
ſelf not only of having a Place in my Prayers, but of re- 
ceiving fuch frequent Inſtructions as I can convey to Ny 
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by Letters. Goon chearfully in the glorious Courſe you 
have undertaken, and you will quickly find ſuch Peace 
| and Satisfaction in your Mind, which it is not in the 
|: Power of the World to give. | 

5 Conflantia's Heart was ſo elevated with the Diſcourſe 
of Father Francis, that the very next Day ſhe entered up- 
on her Vow. As ſoon as the Solemnities of her Rece 
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TX tion was over, ſhe retired, as it is uſual, with the Abbeſs 
2 into her own Apartment. 
1 The Abbeſs had been informed the APW before of all 
x that had paſſedbetween her Noviciate and Father Francis, 


from whom ſhe now delivered to her the following Letter. 


As the firſt Fruits of thoſe Joys and Conſolations 
6 which you may expect from the Life you are now 
« engaped in, I muſt acquain t you that Theedo/ras, whoſe 
6 


15 Death ſits ſo heavy upon your Thoughts, is ſtill alive; 
1 * and that the Father to whom you have confeſſed your- 
} * ſelf was once that Theodoſius whom you ſo much lament, 
The Love which we have had for one another will make 
us more happy in its Diſappointment than it could have 
done in its Succeſs. Providence has diſpoſed of us for 
* our Advantage, tho? not according to our Wiſhes, Con- 
* ſider your Theodefius ſtill as dead, but aſſure yourſelf of 
© one who will not ceaſe to pray for you in Father 


©FRANCIS.” 


Conflantia ſaw that the Hand-writing agreed with the ® 
Contents of the Letter; and upon reflecting on the Voice 
of the Perſon, the Behaviour, and above all the extreme 
Sorrow of the Father during her Confeſſion, ſhe diſcoyer- 
ed Theodofius in every Particular. After having wept with 
* ears of Joy, it is enough, ſays ſhe, Theodofius is ſtill in 
9 Being 3 1 ſhall live in Comfort and die in Peace. | 

| The Letters which the Father ſent her afterwards are 
3 yet extant in the Nunnery where ſhe reſided; and are of- 
A ten read to the'young Religious, in order to inſpire them 
F with good Reſolutions and Sentiments of Virtue. It fo 
happened, that after Conſtantia had lived about ten Years 
in the Cloiſter a violent Fever broke out in the Vice, 
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which ſwept away great Multitudes, and among others 


 Theedoſius, Upon his Death-bed he ſent his Benediction 


in a very moving Manner to Corffantia ; who at that Time 
was herlelf fo far gone in the ſame fatal Diſtemper, that 
ſhe lay delirious. Upon the Interval which generally 
Ro Death in Sickneſſes of this Nature, the Abbefs 
nding that the Phyſicians had given her over, told her, 
that Theodeſius was juſt gone before her, and that he had 
ſent ber his Benediction in his laſt Moments. Conſtantia 
received it with Pleaſure: And now, ſays ſhe, if I do not 
aſk any Tang improper, let me be buried by Theodo/tus. 
My Vow reaches no farther than the Grave. What ! aſk 
is, I hope, no Violation of it—She died ſoon after, and 
was interred according to her Requeſt. 
Their Tombs are ſtill to be ſeen, with a fort Latin In- 
ſcription over them to the following Purport. 
Here lies the Bodies of Father Francis and Siſter Con- 
flance. They were lowely in their Lives, and in their 


c Deaths were not divided. 


The APPLICATION. 


It is impoſſible for a Mind untainted with mean, inte- 
reſted Views, not to feel a Variety of Emotions from this 
affecting Narrative. The deep Diſtreſs of theſe amiable 


Lovers, ſpeaks the Neceſſity of guarding ourſelves agaigſt 


the too powerful Influences of even the nobleſt of human 
Paſpons, leſt, in the Midſt of our flattering Proſpects, 


wlien Things ſeem moſt to favour us, ſome unexpected 


Stroke ſhould ſuddenly daſh our Hopes, and cauſethe Mind, 


enervated bythe ſoft Paſſion, to fink beneath its · Woes. In 
Conſtautia's Father, how cruel does their Tyranny appear, 
who arrogate to themſelves an arbitrary Right over their 
Children'or Wards, and facrifice to their own groveling 
Paſſions, or capricious Humours, their real Happineſs, to 


promote which is the very Deſign and Limits of their 


Authority ? As a bitter bers lg of this unnatural 
Conduct, we ſee here two Perſons, the beſt formed for 
being Bleſſings to Society, loſt to all its Duties and 
Enjoyments, and drove into a State of inaQtive Recluſe- 
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from the SPECTATOR, &c. 17 


An Atheiſtical Author ck. 


N Atheiſlical Author, who, at a Time when he lay 
dangerouſly ſick, and had deſired the Aſſiſtance of 

a neighbouring Curate, confeſſed to him, with great Con- 
Uition, that nothiug ſat more heavy at his Heart than the 


Senſe of his having ſeduced the Age by his Writings, and 


that their evil Influence was likely to continue even after 
his Death. The Curate, upon further Examination, find- 
ing the Penitent in the utmoſt Agonies of Deſpair, and 
be:ng himſelf a Man of Learning, told him, that be kop- 
ed his Caſe was not ſo deſperate as he apprehended, fince 
he found that he was ſo very ſenſible of his Fault, and ſo 
fincerely repented of it. The Penitent till urged the evil 
Tendency of his Book to ſubvert all Religion, and the 
little Ground of Hope there could be for one whoſe Writ- 
ings would continue to do Miſchief when his Body was 
laid in Aſhes, The Curate, finding no other Way to 
comfort him, told him, that he did well in being afflicted 
for the evil Deſign with which he publiſhed his Book; 
but that he ought to be very thankful that there was no 
Danger of its doing any Fart. That his Cauſe was fo 
very bad, and his Arguments ſo weak, that he did not 
apprehend any ill Effects of it. 
n ſhort, that he might reſt ſatisfied his Book could do 
no more Miſchief after his Death, than it had done whiift 
he was living, To which he added, for his further Satiſ- 
faction, that he did not believe any beſides his particular 
Friends and Acquaintance had ever been at the Pains of 
reading it, or that any Body after his Death would ever 
enquire after it. The dying Man had ftill ſo much of the 
Frailty of an Author iu him, as to be cut to the Heart 
with theſe Conſolations ; and without anſwering the good 
Man, aſked his Friends about him (with a Peeviſhneſs that 
is natural to a fick Perſon) where they had picked up 
ſuch a Blockhead ? And whether they thought him a pro- 
per Perſon to attend one in his Condition ? The Curate, 
finding that the Author did not expect to be dealt with as 
a real and ſincere Penitent, but as a Penitent of Impor- 
tance, 


P — * 
2 e 75 
—_— — * 


_ 
— 
22 


— ww 


Ee I rs 


San en DS IRS EG I 


abt ett 


18 HIST ORAES and FABLES 


tance, after a ſhort Admonition, withdrew; not queſtioning 
but he ſhould be again ſent for if the Sickneſs grew de- 
ſperate. The Author however recovered, and has ſince 
written two or three other Tracts with the ſame Spirit, 
and very luckily for his poor Soul with-the fame Succeſs. 


I APTTLICATION. 


How hard is it to diveſt ourſelves of a fond Conceit of 
our own Abilities, even when employed ina bad Cauſe ? 
A truly humble Opinion of ourſelves is perhaps one of the 
Iaſt Virtues we ſhall attain.—In this Author we ſee how 
uncertain the Sincerity of a Death-bed Repentance is, 
while Fear would, as it were, bribe our judge with ſhort- 
lived Remorſe and Profeſſions of Amendment, which we 
recall as ſoon as the Danger diſappears. 


HEROD and MARIAMNE. 


IJAZRIAMNE had all the Charms that Beauty, 
Birth, Wit and Youth could give a Woman, and 
Herod all the Love that ſuch Charms are able to raiſe in 
a warm and amorous Diſpoſition. In the midſt of this his 
Fondneſs for Mariamne, he put her Brother to Death, as 
ke did her Father not many Years after. The Barbarity 
of the Action was repreſented to Mark Antony, who im- 
mediately ſummoned Herd into Egypt, to anſwer for the 
Crime that was there laid to his Charge. Hered attributed 
the Summons to Antom's Deſire of Mariamne, whom there- 
Fore, before his Departure, he gave into the Cuſtody of his 
Uncle Jeſeph, with private Orders to put her to Death, if 
any ſuch Violence was offered to himſelf. This Je 
was much delighted with Mariamne's Converſation, and 
endeavoured with all his Art and Rhetorick to ſet out the 


Exceſs of Herod's Paſſion for her; but when he ſtill found 


her cold and incredulous, he inconſiderately told her, as a 
certain Inſtance of her Lord's Affection, the private Or- 
ders he had left behind him, which painly ſhewed, accord- 

ing to. Jeſepb's Interpretation, that he could neither live 
nor die without her. This barbarous Inſtance of a wild, 

unreaſonable Paſſion quite put out, for a Time, _ little 
+» Remains 
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from the SPECTATOR, &. 1g 
Remains of Affection ſhe till had for her Lord: For now 


her Thoughts were ſo wholly taken up with the Cruelty 


of his Orders, that The could not conſider the Kindneſs 
that produced them, and therefore repreſented him in her 

magination, rather under the frightful Idea of a Murder- 
er than a Lover. Herod was at length acquitted and diſ- 
miſſed by Mark Anthony, when his Soul was all in Flames 
for his Mariamne ; but, before their Meeting, he was not 
a little alarmed at the Report he had heard of his Uncle's 
Converſation and Familiarity with her in his Abſence. 


This therefore was the firſt Diſcourſe he entertained her 


with, in which ſhe found it no eaſy Matter to quiet his 
Suſpicions. But at laſt he appeated ſo well ſatisfied of her 
Innocence, that from Reproaches and Wranglings he fell 
to Tears and Embraces. Both of them wept very ten- 
derly at their Reconciliation, and Herod poured out his 
whole Soul to her in the warmeſt Proteſtations of Love 
and Conſtancy ; when amidf all his Sighs and Languiſh- 


ings, ſne aſked him, whether the private Orders he left with 
his Uncle TeJeph were an Inftance of ſuch an inflamed Af- 


fection. The jealous King was immediately:rouſed at fo 


unexpected a Queſtion, and concluded his Uncle muſt have 


een too familiar with her, before he would have diſcover- 
ed ſuch a Secret. In ſhort, he put his Uncle to death, and 
very difficultly prevailed upon himſelf to ſpare Mariamne. 
After this, he was forced on a ſecond Journey into Egypt, 


when he committed his Lady to the Care of Sobemus, with 


the ſame private Orders he had before given his Uncle, 
if any Miſchief befel himſelf, In the mean while Mari- 
amne ſo won upon Sohemus by her Preſents and obligi 
Converſation, that ſhe drew all the Secret from him, vith 
which Herod had intruſtedhim ; ſo that, after his Return, 
when he flew to her with all the Tranſports of joy and 
Love, ſhe received him coldly with Sighs and Tears, awd 
all the Marks of Indifferetce and Avertion. This Recep- 
tion ſo ſtirred uphisndignation,thathe had certainlyſſain 
her with his own Hands, had he not feared the himfelf 
ſhould have become the greater Sufferer by-it. It was not 
long after this, when ke had another violent Storm of 
Love upon him; Mariarme was therefore ſent for to him, 
5 whom 


ate. a \ = — 
= _ * 5 1 "P4 2 
3 * 2 4 ' 
3 Ws N 


F 
Te 


20 HISTORIES and FABLES 


r * * 
P 
7 


whom he endeavoured to ſoften and reconcile with all poſ- 
Bble conjugal Careſſes and Endearments; but ſhe declined 
bis Embraces, and anſwered all his Fondneſs with bitter 
Invectives for the Death of her Father and her Brother. 
This Behaviour fo incenſed Zr, that he very hardly re- 
frained from ſtriking her; when in the Heatof their Quar- 
rel there came in a Witneſs, ſuborned by ſome of Mar:- 
amne's Enemies, who accuſed her to the King of a Deſign 
to poiſon him. Herod was now prepared to hear any thing 
in her Prejudice, and immediately ordered her Servant to 
be ſtretched upon the Rack; who, in the Extremity of 
kis Tortures, confeſſed, that his Miſtreſs's Averſion to 
the King aroſe from ſomething Sobemus had told her; but 
as for any Deſign of poiſoning, he utterly diſowned the 
leaſt Knowledge of it. This Conſeſſion quickly proved 
fatal to Schemus, who now lay under the ſame Suſcipions 
and Sentence that Jeſepb had, before him, on the like Oc- 
caſion. Nor would Hered reſt here; but accuſed her with 


great Vehemence of a Deſign upon his Life, and by his 
Authority with the Judges had her publickly condemned 


and executed. Herod ſoon after her Death grew melancholy 
and dejected, retiring from the publick Adminiſtration of 
Affairs into a ſolitary Foreſt, and there abaudoning bim- 
ſelf to all the black Conſiderations which naturally ariſe 
from a Paſſion mace up of Love, Remorſe, Pity and De- 
ſpair. He uſed to rave for his Mariamne, and to call up. 
on her in his diſtracted Fits; and in all Probability would 
ſoon have followed her, had not h's Thoughts been ſeaſon- 
ably called off from fo ſad an Object by publick Storms, 
which at that Time very nearly threatened him. 


The APPLICATION. 


In Herod may be ſeen, of how little Value are the ſtrong- 
eſt Profeſſions of Love, or Friendſhip, in a Heart aban- 
doned to the wild Starts of Paſſion, which frequently 
flies from one Extreme to another, and with as little 
Cauſe hates To-day as it adored Yeſterday ; and in 
Mariamne we learn the dangerous Indiſcretion of ex- 
poling ourſelves to the Reſentment of ſuch Perſons, how- 


ever juſt our Expoſtalations may be; for it is well ob- 
i ſerved, 
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ſerved, that the Injurious ſeldom forgive being told of the 
Hias and that it is putting a Sword into a Madman's 
Hand. | . 


EGINHART and IMMA. 


FEGCINGHAR T, who was Secretary to Charles the Great, 

became exceeding popular by his Behaviour in that 
Poſt. His great Abilities gained him the Favour of his 
Maſter, and the Eſteem of the whole Court, Iuma, the 
Daughter of the Emperor, was fo pleaſed with his Perſon 
and Converſation, that ſhe fell in Love with him. As ſhe 
was one of the greateſt Beauties of the Age, Eginbart an- 
ſwered her with a more than equal Return of Paſſion, 
They ſtifled their Flame for ſome Time, under Appre- 
henſons, of the fatal Conſequences that might enſue, Egin- 


hart at length reſolving to hazard all, rather than live de- 


prived of one whom his Heart was ſo much ſet upon, con- 
veyed himſelf one Night into the Princeſs's Apartment, 
and, knocking gently at the Door, was admitted as a 
Perſon who had — to communicate to her from 
the Emperor. He was with her in private moſt part of 
the Night; but, upon his preparing to go away about 
Break of Day, he obſerved that there — fallen a great 
Snow during his Stay with the Princeſs. This very much 
perplexed him, leſt the Prints of his Feet in the Snow 
might make Diſcoveries to the King, who often uſed to 
viſit his Daughter in the Morning. He acquainted the 
Princeſs [mma With his Fears; who, after ſome Delibera- 
tions upon the Matter, prevailed upon him to let her carry 
him thro' the Snow upon her own Shoulders. It happen- 
ed, that the Emperor, not being able to ſleep, was at that 


Time up and walking in his Chamber, when, upon look- 
ing thro” the Window, he perceived his Daughter tot- 
> tering under her Burden, and carrying his firſt Miniſter a- 
oer ſs the Snow; which ſhe had no ſooner done, but ſhe re- 
turned again with the utmolt Speed to her own Apartmer t. 
> TheEmperorwasextremelytroubled and aſtoniſhed at ibis 
Accident; but reſolved to ſpeak nothing of it till a pro- 
per Opp runity. In the mean Time Egiabart, knowing 
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that what he had done could not long be a Secret, deter- 
mined to retire from Court, and in order to it begged the 
Emperor that he would be pleaſed to diſmiſs him, pretend- 
ing a kind of Diſcontent at his not having been rewarded 
for his long Services. The Emperor would not give a 
direct Anſwer to his Petition, but told him, he would think 
of it, and appoiated a certain Day when he would let him 
know his Pleaſure. He then called together the moſt 
faithful of his Counſelors, and acquainted them with his 
Secretary's Crime, aſking them their Advice in ſodelieate 
an Affair. They moſt of them gave their Opinion, that 
the Perſon could riot be too ſeverely puniſhed who bad 
thus diſhonoured his Maſter. Upon the whole Debate, 
the Emperor declafed it was his Opinion, that Eginhart's 
Puniſhment would ratherencreaſe than diminiſh the Shame 
of his Family, and that therefore he thought it moſt ad- 
viſeable to wear out the Memory of the Fact, by marry- 
ing him to his Daughter. Accordingly Zginhart was called 
in, and acquainted by the Emperor, that he ſhould no 
longer have any Pretence of complaining his Services were 
not rewarded, for that the Princeſs Ima ſhould be given 
him in Marriage, with a Dower ſuitable to her Quality; 
which was ſoon after performed accordingly. 


The APPLICATION. 


It may ſometimes be prudent to ſmother Reſentment, 
ard repay even great Offences with great Benefits, By 
this Means we may gain over a dangerous Enemy to be 
a faithful Friend, as well as enjoy the God-like Pleaſure 
of returning Good for Evil. | 


The FRENCH Renegado. 


A N Inhabitant of the Kingdom of Caſtile, being a 


Man of more than ordinary Prudence, and of a 
= compoſed Behaviour, determined about the fiftieth 
ar of his Age to enter upon Wedlock. In order to 
make himſelf eaſy in it, he caſt his Eye upon a young Wo- 
man, who had nothing to recommend her but her Beauty 
and her Education, her parents having been reduced to 
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t Poverty by the Wars, which for ſome Years bad 
aid that whole Country waſte. The Caftilian having 
made his Addreſſes to her and married her, they lived to- 
gether in perfect Happineſs for ſome Time; when at 
length the Huſband's Affairs made it neceſſary for him to 
take a Voyage to the Kingdom of Naples, where a great 
Part of his Eſtate lay. The Wife loved him too tenderly- 
to be left behind him. They had not been a Shipboard 
above a Day when they unluckily fell into the Hands of 
an, Algerine Pirate, who carried the whole Company on 
Shore, and made them Slaves. The Caſfilian and his 
Wife had the Comfort to be under the ſame Maſter ; who 
ſeeing how dearly they loved one-another, and gaſped after 
their Liberty, deinanded a moſt exorbitant Price for their 
Ranſom. The Caftilian, tho' he would rather have died 
in Slavery himſelf, than have paid ſuch a Sum as he found 
would go near to ruin him, was fo moved with Com- 
> paſſion towards his Wife, that he ſent repeated Orders to 
his Friend in Spain (who happened to be his next Relation) 
to ſell his Eſtate and tranſmit the Money to him. His 
Friend, hoping that the Terms of his Ranſom might be 
made more reaſonable, and unwilling to ſell an Eſtate 
which he himſelf had ſome Proſpect of inheriting, formed 
ſo many Delays, that three whole Years paſſed away with- 
out any Thing being done for the ſetting of them at Liberty. 
There happened to live a French Renegado in the ſame 
Place where the Caſtilian and his Wife were kept Priſoners. 
As this Fellow had in him all the Vivacity of his Nation, 
he often entertained the Captives with Accounts of his won 
Adventures; to which he ſometimes added a Song or a 
Dance, or ſome otherPiece of Mirth, to divert them during 
| their Confinement. His. Acquaintance with the Man- 
ners ot the Algerines enabled him likewiſe to do them ſe- 
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a  veral good Offices, The Caftilian, as he was one Day 
a | $ in Converſation with this Renegado, diſcovered to him 
h > the Negligence and Treachery of his Correſpondent in 
9 | Caſlile, and at the ſame Time aſked his Advice how he 
- | ſhould behave himſelf in that Exigeney: He further told 
* Fi the Renegado, that he found it would be impoſſible for 
= > him to raife the Money, unleſs he himſelf might go over 
at 


to 
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to diſpoſe of his Eſtate, The Renegado, after having re- 
reſented to him, that his 4/gerine Maſter would never con- 
ent'to his Releaſe upon ſuch Pretehce, at length contrived 
a Method forthe Caſtilian to make his Eſcape in the Habit 
of a Seaman. The Ca#ilian ſucceeded in his Attempt, and, 
having fold his Eſtate, being afraid leſt the Money ſhould 
miſcarry by the Way, and determining to periſh with it ra- 
ther than loſe one who was much dearer to him than his 
Life, he returned himſelf in a little Veſſel that was going 
to Algiers. It is impoſſible to deſcribe the Joy he felt up- 
on this Occaſion, when he conſidered that he ſhould ſoon 
ſee the Wife whom he ſo much loved, and endear himſelf 
more to her by this uncommon Piece of Generolity. 
The Renegado, during the Huſband's Abſence, ſo inſi- 
nuated himſelf into the good Graces of his young Wiſe, 
and fo turned her Head with Stories of Gallantry, that 
ſhe quickly thought him the fineſt Gentleman ihe had 
ever converſed with, To be brief, her Mind was quite 
alienated from the honeſt Caſ lian, whom ſhe was taught 
to look upon as a formal old Fellow, unworthy the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of ſo charming a Creature. She had been inſtructed 
by the Renegado how to manage herſelf upon his Arrival ; 
ſo that ſhe received him with an Appearance of the utmoſt 
Love and Gratitude, and at length perſuaded him to truſt 
their. common Friend the Renegado with the Money he 
had brought over for their Ranſom ; as not queſtioning 
but he would beat down-the Terms of it, and negociate 
the Affair more to their Advantage than they themſclves 
could do, The good Man admired her Prudence, and 
followed her Advice. I wiſh I could conceal the Sequel 
of this Story, but, ſince I cannot, I ſhall diſpatch it in as 
few Words as poſſible. The Cafiilian having ſlept longer 
than ordinary the next Morning, upon his awaking found 
his Wiie had left him ; He immediately aroſe and en- 
quired after her, but was told, that he was ſeen with the 
Rent gado about Break of Day. In a Word, her Lover 
having got all Things ready, they ſoon made their Eſcape 
out of the Territories of 4/gters, carried away the Money, 
and leſt the Coftilian in Captivity; who partly thro? the 
cruel Treatment of the incenſed Agerine his Maſter, and 
partly 
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partly through the unkind Uſage of his unfaithful Wife, 
died ſome Months after. 


The APPLICATION. 


This Story, like the firſt in the Book, is almoſt too 

lain to need a Remark, and too black to bear one. The 
þaſeſ Returns for the greateſt Obligations raiſe a Horror 
in the honeſt Breaſt that ſhocks human Nature; yet we 
may learn from it the Danger of liſtening to Temptation, 
ſince we know not how ſoon it may ſeduce us to what we 
moſt deteſted ; and in the Renegado (who was a Profeſſor 
of Chriſtianity, turn'd Turk) appears the Truth of this 
Obſervation, that he who is falſe to his God, or can make - 
his Religion ſubſervient to his Intereſt, is not likely to bs 
true to his Friend, 


A Derviſe and the King of Tartary. 


A Derviſe travelling through Tartary, being arrived 
at the Town of Balk, went into the King's Palace by 
a Miſtake, as thinking it to be a publick Inn or Cara- 
vanſary, Having looked about him for ſome Time, he 
entered into a long Gallery, where he had laid down his 
Wallet, and ſpread his Carpet, in order to repoſe himſelf 
upon it, after the Manner of the Eaſtern Nations. He had 
not been long in this Poſture before he was diſcovered b 
ſome of the Fa uards, who aſked him what was his Buſineſs 
in that Place? The Dervi/ told them, he intended to take 
up his Night's Lodging in that Caravanſary. The Guards 
let him know, in a very angry Manner, that the Houſe 
he was in, was not a Caravanſary, but a King's Palace. It 
happened that the King himſelf paſſed thro* the Gallery 
during the Debate, and ſmiling at the Miſtake of the Der- 
viſe, aſk'd how he could poſlibl be ſo dull as not to diſtin- 
guiſh a Palace from a Caravanſary ? Sir, ſays the Derwiſe, 
give me Leave to aſk your Majeſty a Queſtionor two: Wha 
were the Perſons that lodged in the Houſe when it was 
firſt built? The King replied, - His Anceftors : And who, 
ſays the Derwiſe, was the laſt Perſon that lodged here:? 
The King replied, His Father. And who is it, ſays the 
* Derviſe, 
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Derwviſe, that lodges here at preſent? The King ſaid to 
him, chat it was bimſelf. And who, ſays the Derwi/e, will be 
here after you ? The King anſwered, The young Prince his 
Sen. Ah, Sir, ſaid the Dervi/e, a Houſe that changes 
its Inhabitants ſo often, and receives ſuch a perpetual 
* Succeſlion of Gueſts, is not a Palace, but a Caravan/ary, 


ATT LICATION. 


What is this World but an Inn, where one Generation 
is continually paſſing off, and another ſucceeding ? Surely 
this ſhould teach us never to be exceſſively elated, or 
depreſs d; fince, as the ſacred Orator beautifully expreſſes 
It, the Faſhion of this World paſſes away ; and therefore it 
ſhould be our principal Care, by a ſteady Courſe of Virtue, 
and a watchful Improvement of every Opportunity of 
doing Good, to ſecure to ourſelves a happy and more 
laſting Habitation. 


The Drop of Water, a Fable. 


A Arrogance, and a Conceitedneſs of our own Abili- 

ties are very ſnocking and offenſive to Men of Senſe 
and Virtue, we may be ſure they are highly diſpleaſing 
to that Being who delights in an humble Mind, and by 
ſeveral of his Diſpenſations ſeems purpoſely to ſhew us, 
that our own Schemes of Prudence have no Share in our 
Advancements. 

This is beautifully illuſtrated in this little Per/ian Fable. 
A Drop of Water fell out of a Cloud into the Sea, and 
finding itſelf loſt in ſuch an Immenſity of fluid Matter, 
broke out into the following Reflection: Alas! What an 
© inconfiderate Creature am I in this prodigious Ocean of 
Waters; my Exiſtence is of no Concern to the Uni- 
& verſe: I am reduced to a Kind of nothing, and am leſs 
© than the leaſt of the Works of God,” It fo happened, 
that an Oyſter, which lay in the Neighbourhood of this 
Drop, chanced to gape and ſwallow it 1 in the Midſt 

of its humble Soliloquy. The Drop, ſays the 5 
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lay a great while hardening in the Shell, till by Degrees 
it was ripened into a Pearl, which falling into the Hands 
of a Diver, after a long Series of Adventures, is at pre- 
ſent that famous Pearl which is fixed on the Top of the 
Perſian Diadem. 


The APPLICATION. 


Let none, however mean or inſignificant he may think 
himſelf, dare to give Way to the Thought, that he 1s 
neous by his Creator. Every Station, as far as it 1s pro- 
vidential, is appointed with the moſt conſummate Wiſdom; 
and a Lazarus, tho' deſpis'd by this ill-judging World, if 
humble and faithful, in the Station aſſign'd him, ſhall be 
found of infinite Value in the Day, when the great Judge 
of the Earth ſhall make up his jewels. 


The two Weſtminſter Scholars. 


N W:/min/ter School there is a Curtain, which uſed 
to be drawn a-croſs the Room, to ſeparate the Upper 
School from the Lower. A Youth happened, by ſome 
Miſchance, to tear the above-mentioned Curtain. The 
Severity of the Maſter was too well known for the Crimi- 
nal to expect any Pardon for ſuch a Fault; ſo that the Boy, 
who was of a meek. Temper, was terrified to Death at the 
Thoughts of his Appearance; when his Friend, who fat 
next to him, bad 12 be of good Cheer, for that he 
would take the Fault on himſelf. He kept his Word ac- 
cordingly. As ſoon as they were grown up to be Men 
the Civil War broke out, in which our two Friends took 
the oppoſite Sides, one of them following the Parliament, 
the other the Royal Party. | 
As their Tempers were different, the Youth, who had 
torn the Curtain, endeavoured to raiſe himſelf on the Civil 
Liſt ; and the other, who had born the Blame of it, on the 
Military : The firſt ſucceeded ſo well, that he was in a 
. ſhort Time made a Judge under the Protector. The other 
B 2 Was 
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was engaged in the unhappy Enterprize of Penruddoct and 
Groves in the Weſt, Every one knows that the Royal Party 
was routed, and all the Heads of them, among whom was 
the Curtain Champion, impriſoned at Exeter. It happened 
to be his Friend's Lot at that Time to go the Weſtern Cir- 
cuit. The Trial of the Rebels, as they were then called, 
Was very ſhort, and nothing now remained but to paſs Sen- 
tence on them ; when the Judge hearing the Name of his 


old Friend, and obſerving his Face more attentively,which 


he had not ſeen for many Years, aſked him, if he was 
not formerly a We/tminfler Scholar; by the Anſwer, he 
was ſoon convinced that it was his former generous Friend; 
and, without ſaying any thing more at that Time, made 
the beſt of his way to Loadon, where, employing all his 
Power and Intereſt with the Protector, he ſaved his Friend 
from the Fate of his unhappy Aſſociates, 

The Gentleman, whote Life was thus preſerved by the 
Gratitudeof his School-Fellow, was afterwards the Father 
of a ſon whom he lived to ſee promoted in the Church, 
and deſervedly fills one of the higbeſt Stations in it, 


The APPLICATION. 


There is ſcarce a Paſſion, if it may be ſo called, that 
gives a warmer Glow to the generous heart, than Gra- 
titude. It is indeed the Foundation of every Virtue to 
God and Man ; but cannot dwell in little contracted Souls. 
The grateful Mind will never forget an Obligation, 
but joyfully ſeeks an Opportunity of repaying it tenfold, 
and raiſes to itſelf a Fund of Satisfaction, no ſelfiſh Paſſion 
can ever give. We may obſerve too from this Story, that 
kind and generous Actions often meet with a. Return in 
Kind, when long forgot by the Doer ; but if they ſhould 
not, that Being who diſcerns every Diſpoſition and Mo- 
tive of Action, will reward all according to their Works; 
nor ſhould we overlook in this little Tale, the ill Tenden- 
cy of Severity to Youth for little Faults, which ſtrikes 
with ſuch Terror their tender Minds, and puts them up- 


on the Arts of Evaſion, to fave themſelves ; thereby cor- 
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rupting their native Honeſty and Simplicity, which ought, 
as a firlt Principle, to be carefully cultivated. 


The Reduced CIT IZ EN. 


N eminent Citizen, who had lived in good Faſhion 

and Credit, was, by a Train of Accidents, and by 

an unavoidable Perplexity in his Affairs, reduced to a low 
Condition. There is a Modeſty uſually attending fault- 
leſs Poverty, which made him rather chuſe to reduce his 
Manner of Living to his preſent Circumſtances, than fol- 
licit his Friends in order to ſupport the Shew of an Eſtate, 
when the Subſtance was gone, His Wife, who was a 
Woman of Senſe and Virtue, behaved herſelf gn this 
Occaſion with uncommon Decency, and never appeared 
ſo amiable in his Eyes as now. Inſtead of upbraiding him 
with the ample Fortune ſhe had brought, or the _— 
great Offers ſhe had refuſed for his Sake, ſhe redoubled all 
the Inſtances of her Affection, while her Huſband was con- 
tinually pouring out his Heart to her in Complaints that he 
had ruined the beſt Woman in the World. He ſometimes 
came home ata Time when ſhe did not the leaſt expect him, 
and ſurpriz'd her in Tears, which ſhe endeavoured to con- 
ceal, and always put on an Air of Chearfulneſs to receive 
him. To leſſen their Expence, their eldeſt Daughter (whom 
I ſhall call Amanda) was ſent into the Country, to the 
Houſe of an honeſt Farmer, who had married a Servant 
of the Family. This young Woman was apprehenſive 
of the Ruin which was approaching, and had privately 
engaged a Friend in the Neighbourhood to.give her an 
Account of what paſſed from Time to Time in her Father's 
Affairs. Amanda was in the. Bloom of her. Youth and 
Beauty, when the Lord of the Manor, who often called 
at the Farmer's Houſe as he followed his Country Sports, 
fell paſſionately in Love with her. He was a Man of great 
Generoſity, but from a looſe Education had contracted 'a 
hearty Averſion to Marriage. He therefore entertained a 
Deſign upon Amanda's Virtue, which at preſent he thought 
fit to keep private. The innocent Creature, who never 
ſuſpected his Intentions, was pleaſed with his Perſon ; and 
| B 3 having 
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having obſerved his growing Paſſion for her, hoped by ſo 
advantageous a Match ſhe might quickly be in a Capacity 
of ſupporting her impoveriſhed Relations. One Day, as 
he called to ſee her, #1 found her in Tears, over a Letter 
ſhe had jult receiv'd from her Friend, which gave an Ac- 
count that her Father had lately been ſtripped of every 
Thing by an Execution. The Lover, who with ſome Dit- 
ficulty found out the Cauſe of her Grief, took this Occa- 
ſion to make her a Propoſal. It is impoſſible to expreſs 
Amanda's Confuſion, when ſhe found his Pretenfions were 
not honourable. She was now deſerted of all her Hopes, 
and had no Power to ſpeak ; but ruſhing from him 1n the 
utmoſt Diſturbance, lock'd herſelf up in her Chamber. 
He immediately diſpatched a Meſſenger to her Father 
with the following Letter. 


S 1 R, ; 
Have heard of your Misfortune, and have offer'd your 
Daughter, if ſhe will live with me, to ſettle on her 
our hundred Pounds a Year, and to lay down the Sum 
for which you are diſtreſſed. I will be fo ingenuous as 
to tell you I do not intend Marriage: But if you are wiſe, 
you will uſe your Authority with her not to be too nice, 
when ſhe has an Opportunity of ſaving you and your Fa- 


mily, and of making herſelf happy. 
J am, &c, 


This Letter came to the Hands of Amanda's Mother ; 
ſhe open'd and read it with great Surprize and Concern. 
She did not think it proper to explain herſelf to the Meſ- 
ſenger, but deſiring him to call again the next Morning, 
the wrote to her Daughter as follows: | 


Deareft Child, 
8 OUR Father and I have juſt now received a Let- 
a ter from a Gentleman who pretends Love to 
* you, with a Propoſal that inſults our Misfortunes, and 
would throw us to a lower Degree of Miſery, than any 
Thing which is come upon us. How could this barbarous 


* Man think, that the tendereſt of Parents would be p50") 
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ed to ſupply their Want by giving up the beſt of Chil- 
dren to Infamy and Ruin? It is a mean and cruel Artifce 
to make this Propoſal at a time when he thinks our Ne- 
ceflities muſt compel us to any Thing; but we will not 
eat the Bread of Shame; — thereſore we charge thee 
not to think of us, but to avoid the Snare which 1s laid 
for thy Virtue, Beware of pitying us: It is not ſo bad 
as you have perhaps been told. All Things will yet be 
well, and I thall write my Child better News. 7 
* I have been interrupted. I know not how I was 
moved to ſay Things would mend. As I was going on, 1 
was ſtartled by a Noiſe of one that knocked at the Door, 
and hath brought us an unexpected Supply of a Deb? 
which had long been owing, Oh! I will now tell the 
all. It is ſome Days I have lived almoſt without Sup- 
port, having convey'd what little Money I could raiſe to 
our poor Father — Thou wilt weep to think where he 
is, yet be aſſured he will ſoon be at Liberty. That 
cruel Letter would have broke his Heart, but I have 
concealed it from him. I have no Companion at pre- 
ſent beſides little Fanny, who ſtands watching my Looks 
as I write, and is crying for her Siſter: She ſays ſhe is 
ſure you are not well, having diſcover'd that my preſent 
Trouble is about you. But do not think I would thus 
repeat my Sorrows, to grieve thee: No, it is to intreat 
thee not to make them inſupportable, by adding what 
would be worſe than all. Let us bear chearfully an 
Affliction, which we have not brought on ourſelves, and 
remember there is a Power who can better deliver us 
out of it than by the Loſs of thy Innocence, Heaven 
preſerve my dear Child. | 
T hy affetionate Mother, 


The Meſſenger, notwithitanding he promiſed to deliver 


this Letter to Amanda, carry'd it firſt to his Maſter, who he 
imagined wculd be glad to have an Opportunity of giving 
it into her Hands himſelf His Maſter was impatient to 
know the Succeſs of his Propoſal, and therefore broke 
open the Letter privately, to ſee the Contents. He was 
not a little moved at ſo true a Picture of Virtue in Diſtreſs : 
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But at the ſame Time was infinitely ſurprized to find his 
Offers rejected. However, he reſolved not to ſuppreſs 
the Letter, but carcfully ſealed it up again and carried it 
to Amanda. All his endeavours to ſee her were in vain, 
till the was aſſured he brought her a Letter from her 
Mother. He would not part with it but upon Condition 
that ſhe ſhould read it without leaving the room. While 
© the was peruſing it, he fixed his Eyes on her Face with 

the deepeſt Attention: Her Concern gave a new Softne!s 
to her Beauty, and when ſhe burſt into Tears, he could no 
longer refrain from bearing a Part in her Sorrow, and tell- 
ing her, that he too had read the Letter, and was refolved 
to make Reparation for having been the Occaſion of it, 


; 4 My Reader will not be diſpleaſed to ſee the ſecond Epi- 


file, which he now wrote to Amanda's Mother, 


MADAM, | 

Am full of Shame, and will never forgive myſelf, if 
II have not your Pardon for what I have lately wrote, 
It was far from my Intention to add Trouble to the Af. 
* flited ; nor could any Thing, but my deing a Stranger 
to you, have betrayed me into a Fault, for which, if 
© I live, I ſhall endeavour to make you Amends, as a 
* Son. ' You cannot be unhappy while Ananda is your 
© Daughter; nor ſhall be, if any Thing can prevent it, 
which is in the Power of, 


MADAM, 
Your moſt obedient 


Humble Servant. 


This Letter he ſent by his Steward, and ſoon after went 


up to Town himſelf, to compleat the generous Act he 


bad now reſolved on. By his Friendſhip and Aſſiſtance 
Amanda's Father was quickly in a Condition of retrieving 


his perplexed Affairs. To conclude, he married 1 
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and enjoyed the double Satisfaction of having reſtored a 
worthy Family to their former Proſperity, and of making 
himſelf happy by an Alliance to their Virtues, 


The APPLICATION. 


What a lovely Picture is here of the Excellence of 
true Virtue riſing above Diſtreſs, and with a noble Diſ- 
dain, rejecting all Offers of Relief that would taint its 
Purity ! How far ſuperior to the wealthy . Libertine does 
the Fair Amanaa, and her heroic Mother, appear in their 
loweſt Ebb of Fortune ? Who, that has a Spark of Inge- 
nuity, can read her moving Letter, without feeling the 
Force of thoſe noble Principles that inſpired it ? Did the 
Man of Taſte, as he is falſly called, but once Experience 
the ſolid Pleaſures of Virtue, he mult, for his own Sake, 
embrace its Laws, and follow its happy Dictates. 


The Magnanimily of Madam de Villacerfe. 


S 1 R, 
T is ſo many Years fince you left your native County, 
that I am to tell you Characters of your neareſt Rela- 
tions, as much as if you were an utter Stranger to them. 
The Occaſion of this is to give you an Account of Madam 


F 


die Villacerfe, whole Departure out of this Life, I know 


not whether a Man of your Philoſophy will-cail unfortu- 


nate or not, ſince it was attended with fome Circumſtances 


as much to be defired as to be lamented, She was her 
whole Life happy in an uninterrupted Healthy and was 
always — . for an Evenneſs of Temper and Great- 
neſs of Mind. On the 1oth Inſtant that Lady was taken 
with an Indiſpoſition which confined her to her Chamber, 
but was ſuch as was too light to make her take a ſick 
Bed, and yet too grievous to admit of any Satisfaction 
in being out of it. It is notoriouſly known, that ſome 
Years ago Monſieur Feſteau, one of the moſt conſidera- 
ble Surgeons in Paris, was deſperately in Love with this 
Lady: Her Quality placed her above any Application to 
her on the Account of his Paſſion ; but as a Woman hag 
always ſome Regard to the Perſon whom ſhe believes 
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to be her real Admirer,ſhe now took it in her Head (upon 
Advice of her Phyſicians to loſe ſome of her Blood) to 
ſend for Monſieur Fefteaz on that Occaſion, I happened 
to be there at that Time, and my near Relation gave me 
the Privilege to be preſent, As ſoon as her Arm was 
ſtripped bare, and he began to preſs it in order to raiſe 
the Vein, his Colour changed, and Iobſerved. him ſeized 
with a ſudden Tremor, which made me take the Liberty 
to ſpeak of it tomy Couſin with ſome Apprehenſion: She 
ſmiled, and ſaid ſhe knew Mr. Fefleau had no Inclination 
to do her any Injury. He ſeemed to recover himielf, and 
ſmiling alſo, proceeded in his Work. Immediately after 
the Operation, he cried out, that he was the moſt unfortu- 
nate of all Men, for that he had open'd an Artery inſtead 
of a Vein: It is as impoſlible to expreſs the Artiſt's Di- 
ſtraction as the Patient's Compoſure. I will not dwell on 
little Circumſtances, but goon to inform you, that within 
three Days Time it was thought neceflary to take off her 
Arm. She was ſo far from uling Fefeau as it would be 
natural to one of a lower Spirit to treat him, that ſhe would 
not let him be abſent from any Conſultation about her 
8 Condition, and on every Occaſion aſked whether 
e was ſatisfied in the Meaſares that were taken about 
her. Before this laſt Operation ſhe ordered her Will to be 
drawn, and after having been about a Quarter of an Hour 
alone, ſhe bid the Surgeons, of whom poor Feſteau was 
one, go on in their Work. I know not how to give you: 
the Terms of Art, but there appeared ſuch Symptoms 
after tis Amputation of her Arm, that it was viſible ſhe 
could not live four and twenty Hours. Her Behaviour was 
ſo magnanimous throughout this whole Affair, that I was 
-e. curious in taking Notice of what paſſed, as 
er Fate approached nearer and nearer, and took Notes 
of what ſhe ſaid to all about her, particularly Word for 
Word what ſhe ſpoke to Mr. Feſleau, which is as follows. 
Sir, you give me inexpreſſible Sorrow for the Anguiſh 
with which | ſee you overwhelmed. I am removed 
to all Intents and Purpoſes from the Intereſts of human 


Life, therefore I am to begin to think like one wholly un- 


concerned in it, I do not conſider you as one by whoſe 
Error 
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Error I have loſt my Life; no, you are my BgpefaQor, 
as you have haſten'd my Entrance into an happy InmQrian 


lity. This is my Senſe of this Accident ; but the Noe 2 
in which you live may have Thoughts of it to your Difad- 
vantage; I have therefore taken Care to provide for you 
in my Will, and have placed you above what you have to 
fear from their III Nature.” 
While this excellent Woman ſpoke theſe Words, Fefterar 
looked as if he received a Condemnation to die, inſtead 
of a Penſion for his Life. Madam de Villacerfe lived till 
Eight of the Clock the next Night; and tho' ſhe muſt 
have laboured under the moſt exquiſite Torments, ſhe 
poſſeſſed her Mind with ſo wonderful a Patience, that 
one may rather ſay ſhe ceaſed to breathe than ſhe died at 
that Hour. You, who had not the Happineſs to be per- 
ſonally known to this Lady, having nothing but to rejoice 
in the Honour you had of being 2 to ſo great Merit; 
but we, who have loſt her Converſation, cannot ſo eaſily 
reſign our own Happineſs by Reflection upon hers. 
T am, Sir, your affeticnate Kinſinan, 
and moſt obedient hamble Servant, 
Paul Regnaud, 


There hardly can be a greater Inſtance of an heroick 
Mind, than the unprejudiced Manner in which this Lady 
weighed this Misfortune, The Regard of Life itſelf could 
not make her overlook the Contrition of the unhappy. 
Man, whoſe more than ordinary Concern for her was all 
his Guilt, It would certainly be of ſingular Uſe to human 
Society to have an exact Account of this Lady's ordinary 
Conduct, which was crowned by ſo uncommon Magnani- 
mity, Such Greatneſs was not to be acquired in her laſt 
Article, nor is it to be doubted but it was a conſtant Prac- 
tice of all that is Praiſe-worthy, which made her capable 
of beholding Death, not as the Diſſolution, but Conſum- 

mation of her Life, 
| The APPLICATION. 

How different the Judgment and Conduct of truly great 
Minds from thoſe actuated by mean, ſelfiſh Paſſions | 
Humble, pure, diſintereſted Affection, demands gentle and 
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generous Treatment, whatever are its Errors, or however 


the Circumſtances of the Perſon beloved may forbid its 
defired Returns. 


BASILIUS and ALEXANDRINUS. 


B4 S1LIUS P/alentinus was a Perſon who had arrived at 

the utmoſt Perfection in the Hermetic Art, and ini- 
tiated his Son Alexandrinus in the ſame Myſteries : But as 
you know they are not to be attained but by the Painful, 
the Pious, the Chaſte, and pure of Heart, Ba//ius did not 
open to him, becauſe of his Youth, and the Deviations too 
natural to it, the greateſt Secrets of which he was Maſter, 
as well knowing that the Operation would fail in the Hands 
of a Man fo liable to Errors in Life as Alexandrinus. But 
believing, from a certain Indiſpoſition of Mind as well as 
Body, his Diffolution was drawing nigh, he called Alex- 
andrinus to him, and as he lay on a Couch, over againſt 
which his Son was ſeated, and prepared by ſending out 
Servants one after another, and Admonition to examine 
that no one heard them, he revealed the moſt important 
of his Secrets with the Solemnity and Language of an 
Adept. My Son, ſaid he, many have been the Watch- 
ings, long the Lucubrations, conſtant the Labours of thy 
Father, not only to gain a great and plentiful Eſtate to his 
Poſterity, but alſo to take Care that he ſhould have no 
Poſterity. Be not amazed, my Child; I do not mean 
that thou ſhalt be taken from me, but that I will never 
leave thee, and conſequently cannot be ſaid to have Po- 
ſterity. Behold my deareſt Alexandrinut, the Effect of 
what was propagated in nine Months: We are not to 
contradict Nature, but to follow and to help her, juſt as 
long as an Infant is in the Womb of its Parent, ſo long 
are theſe Medicines of Revivifcation in preparing. Ob- 
ſerve this ſmall Phial and this little Gally Pot; in this an 
Unguent, in the other a Liquor. In theſe, my Child, 
are collected ſuch Powers, as ſhall revive the Springs of 
Life when they are yet but juſt ceaſed, and give new 
Strength, new Spirits, and, in a Word, wholly reſtore 
all the Organs and Senſes of the human Body to as great 
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a Duration, as it had before enjoyed from its Birth to the 
Day of its Application of theſe my Medicines. But, my 
beloved Son, Care mult be taken to apply them within 
ten Hours after the Breath is out of the Body, while yet 
the Clay is warm with its late Life, and yet capable of Re- 
ſuſcitation. I find my Frame grown crazy with perpetual 
Toil and Meditation; and I conjure you, as ſoon as 1 
am dead, to anoint me with this Unguent; and when you 
ſee me begin to move, pourinto my Lips this ineſtimable 
Liquor, elſe the F orce of the Ointment will be ineffectual, 
By this Means you will give me Life, as I have you, and 
we will from that Hour mutually lay aſide the Aathority 
of having beſtowed Life on each other, but live as Bre- 
thren, and prepare new Medicines againſt ſuch another 
Period of Time as will demand another Application of 
the ſame Reſtoratives.” In a few Days after theſe won- 
derful ingredients were deliveredito Alexandrinus, Baſilius 
departed this Life, But ſuch was the pious Sorrow of the 
Son at the Loſs of ſo excellent a Father, and the firſt 
Tranſports of Grief had ſo wholly diſabled him from all 
Manner of Buſineſs, that he never thought of the Medi- 
cines till the Time to which his Father had limited theiy 
Effiacy was expired. | 

To tell the Truth, Alexandrinus was a Man of Wit and 
Pleaſure, and conſidered his Father had lived out his na- 
tural Time; his Lite was long and uniform, ſuitable to 
the Regularity of it ; bur that himſelf, poorSinner, wanted 
a new Life, to repent of a very bad one hitherto; and in 
the Examination of his Heart reſolved to go on as he did 
with this natural Being of his, but repent very faithfully 
and ſpend very piouſly the Life to which he ſhould be re- 
flored by Application of theſe Rarities, when the Time 
ſhould come, to his own Perſon. ebb | 

It has been obſerved, that Providence frequently pn- 
niſhes that Self-love of Men, who would do immode- 
rately for their own Off- ſpring, with Children very much 
below their Characters and Qualifications, inſomuch that 
they only tranſmit their Names to be born by thoſe, who 


give daily Proofs of the Vanity of the Labour and Ambi- 
Kon of their Progenitors. | 
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It happened thus in the Family of Baflins; for Alex- 
andrinus began to enjoy his ample Fortune in all the Ex- 
tremities of Houſhold Expence, Furniture, and inſolent 
Equipage, and this he purſued till the Day of his own 
Departure began, as he grew ſenſible, to approach, As 
Bafilius was puniſhed with a Son very unlike him, Alex- 
andrinus was viſited with one of his own Diſpoſition. It 
is natural that ill Men ſhould be ſuſpicious, and 4/exan- 
drinus, beſides that Jealouſy, had Proofs of the vicious Diſ- 
poſition of his Son Renatus, for that was his Name, 

Alexandrinus, as I obſerved, 3 very good Reaſons 
ſor thinking it unſafe to truſt the real Secret of his Phial 
and Gally- pot to any Man living, 2 to make ſure 
Work, — hoped for his Succeſs from the Avarice, not 
the Bounty of the Benefactor. | 

With this Thought he called Renatus to his Bed-ſide, 
and beſpoke him in the moſt patheticGeſture and Accent. 
As much, my Son, as you have been addicted to Vanity 
and Pleaſure, as I alſo have been before you, you nor [ 
could not eſcape the Fame or the good Effects of the pro- 
faund Knowledge of our Progenitor, the renowned Ba,. 


iu. His Symbol is very well known in the Philoſo- 


phick World, and I ſhall never forget the venerable Air 
of his Countenance, when he let me into the profound 
Myſteries of the Smaragdine Table of Hermes. Ut is true, 
faid he, and far removed from all Colour of Deceit. That 
which is inſerior is like that which is ſuperior, by which are 
acquired and perficted all the Miracles of a certain Work, 
The Father is the Sun, the Mother the Moon, the Wind is the 
Womb, the Earth is the Nurſe of it, and Mother of all Per- 
All this muſt be received with Modeſty and Wiſdom. 
The chymical People carry, in all their argon, a whimſical 
Sort of Piety, which is ordinary with great Lovers of Mo- 
ney, and is no more but deceiving themſelves, that their 
Regularity and Strictneſs of Manners for the Ends of this 
World, has ſome Affinity to the Innocence of Heart which 
muſt recommend them to the next. Renatus wondered to 
hear his Father talk ſo like an Adept, and with ſuch a 
Mixture of Piety, while Alexandrinus, obſerving his At- 
tention fixed, proceeded ; This Phial, Child, and _ 
| t 
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little Earthen Pot will add to thy Eſtate ſo much, as to 
make thee the richeſt Man in the German Empire. I am 


| going to my long Home, but ſhall not return to common 


aſt.” Then he reſumed a Countenance of Alacrity, and 
told him, that if within an Hour after his Death, he 
anointed his whole Body, and poured down his Throat 
that Liquor which he had from old Baſilius, the Corps 
would be converted into pure Gold, I will not pretend to 
expreſs to you the unfeigned Tenderneſſes that paſſed be- 
tween theſe two extraordinary Perſons ; but if the Father 
recommended the Care of his Remains with Vehemence 
and Affection, the Son was not behind in profeſſing that he 
would not cut the leaſt Bit off him, but upon the utmoſt Ex- 
tremity, or to provide for his younger Brothers and Siſters. 

Well, Alexandrinus died, and the Heir of his Body (as 
our Term is) could not forbear, in the Wantonneſs of his 
Heart, to meaſure the Length and Breadth of his beloved 
Father, and caſt up the enſuing Value of him before he 
proceeded to Operation. When he knew the immenſe Re- 
ward of his Pains, he began the Work : But lo! when 
he had anointed the Corps all over, and began to apply 
the Liquor, the Body ſtirred, and Renatus, in a Fright 
broke the Phial. ; 


The APPEICATFTION. 


This Fable is well calculated to expoſe the ridiculous: 
Chimera of the pretended Hermetick Art, the Folly of 
an eager Deſire to ſtretch Life beyond its uſual Date, and 
the impious Lengths to which a ſordid, avaricious Temper 
will lead; and alſo inſtructs us, that as we treat others, 
we may, one time or other, expect to be treated. 


The Commonwealth of the Amazons. 


S the mutual Regard between the two Sexes tends to 
A the Improvement of each of them, we may obſerve 
that Men are apt to degenerate into rough and brutal Na- 
rures, who live as if there were no ſuch Things as Women 
in the World; as on the contrary, Women, who have an 
Indifference or Averſion for their Counterparts in human 

| Nature, 


40 HISTORIES and FABLES 


Nature, are generally ſour and unamiable, fluttiſh and 
cenſorious. | 

I am led into this Train of Thoughts by a little Manu 
ſcript, which contains a ſummary Account of two different 
States which bordered upon one another. The one was 
a Commonwealth of Amazons, or Women without Men ; 
the other was a Republick of Males, that had not a Wo- 
man in their whole Community. As theſe two States bor- 
dered upon one another, it was their Way, it ſeems, to 
meet upon their Frontiers at a certain Seaſon of the Year, 
where thoſe among the Men who had not made their 
Choice in any former Meeting, aſſociated themſelves with 

articular Women, whom they were afterwards obliged to 
book upon as their Wives in every one of theſe yearly Ren- 
counters. The Children that ſprung from this Alliance, if 
Males, were ſent to their reſpective Fathers, if Females, 
continued with their Mothers, By means of this Anni- 
verſary Carnival, which laſted about a Week, the Com- 
monwealths were recruited from time to time, and ſup- 
plied with their reſpective Subjects. 

Theſe two States were engaged together in a perpetual 
League, Offenſive and Defentive, ſo that if any Foreign 
Potentate offered to attack either of them, both the Sexes 
fell upon him at once,and quickly brought him to Reaſon. 
It was remarkable, that for many Ages this Agreement 
continued inviolable between the two States, notwithſtand- 
ing, as was ſaid before, they were Huſbands and Wives; 
but this will not appear ſo wonderful, if we conſider that 
they did not live together above a Week in a Year. 

In the Account which my Author gives of the Male Re- 

ublick, there were ſeveral Cuſtoms very remarkable. 

he Men never ſhaved their Beards, or pared their Nails 
above once in a Twelvemonth, which was probably about 
the Time of the great annual Meeting upon their Frontiers, 
I find the Name of a Miniſter of State in one Part of their 
Hiſtory, who was fined for appearing too frequently in 
clean Linen, and of a certain great General, who was 
turned out of his Poſt for Effeminacy, it having been 
proved upon him, by ſeveral credible Witneſſes, that he 
waſhed his Face every Morning. If any Member of the 
| —_  Common- 
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Commonwealth had a ſoft Voice, a ſmooth Face, or aſup- 
ple Behaviour, he was baniſhed into the Commonwealth 
of Females, where he was treated as a Slave, dreſſed in 
Petticoats, and ſet a Spinning. They had no Titles of 


Honour among them, but ſuch as denoted ſome bodily 
Strength or Perfection, as ſuch an one the Tall, ſuch an 
one the Stochy, ſuch an one the Gruff, Their publick De- 
bates were generally managed with Kicks and Cuffs, in- 
ſomuch that they often came from the Council Table with 
broken Shins, black Eyes, and bloody Noſes. When they 
would reproach a Man in the moſt bitter Terms, they 
would tell him hisTeeth were white, or that he had a fair 
Skin, and a ſoft Hand. The greateſt Man 1 meet with 
in their Hiſtory, was one who could lift Five Hundred 
Weight, and wore ſuch a prodigious Pair of Whiſkers, as 
had never been ſeen in the Commonwealth before his 
Time. Theſe Accompliſhments it ſeems had rendered 
him ſo popular, that if he had not died very ſeaſonably, 
it is thought he might have enſlaved the Republick. 
Having made this ſhort Extract out of the Hiſtory of the 
Male Commonwealth, I ſhall now mention ſeveral Parti- 
culars relating to the Republick of Women. | 

The Girls of Quality, from fix to twelve Years old, 
were pu to publick Schools, where they learned to box 
and play at Cudgels, with ſeveral other Accompliſhments _ 
of the ſame Nature; fo that nothipg was more uſual than 
to ſee a little Miſs returning home at Night with a broken 
Pate, or two or three Teeth knocked out of her Head. 
They were afterwards taught to ride the great Horſe, to 
ſhoot, dart, or ſling, and liſted into ſeveral Companies, in 
order to perfect themſelves in military Exerciſes. No Wo- 
man was to be married till ſhe had killed her Man. The 
Ladies of Faſhion uſed to play with young Lions inſtead 
of Lap Dogs, and when they made any Party of Diverſi- 
on, inſtead of entertaining themſelves at Ombre or Piquet, 
they would wreſtle and pitch the Bar for a whole After- 
noon together. There was never any ſuch Thing as a Bluſh 
ſeen, or a Sigh heard in the Commonwealth, The Wo. 
men never dreſſed but to look terrible, to which End they 


would ſometimes, after a Battle, painttheir Cheeks 3 
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Blood of their Enemies, For this Reaſon likewiſe the 
Face which had the moſt Scars was looked upon as the 
moſt beautiful. If they found Lace, Jewels, Ribbons, 
or any Ornaments in Silver or Gold among the Booty 
which they had taken, they uſed to dreſs their Horſes with 
it, but never entertained a Thought of wearing it them- 
ſelves. There were particular Rights and Privileges al- 
lowed to any Member of the Commonwealth, who was 
a Mother of three Daughters. The Senate was made-up 
of old Women; for by the Laws of the Country none 
was to be made a Counſellor of State that was not paſt 
Child-bearing. They uſed to boaſt their Republick had 
continued four thouſand Years, which is altogether im- 
probable, unleſs we may ſuppoſe, what I am very apt to 
think, that they meaſured their Time by Lunar Years. 
There was a great Revolution brought about in this 
Female Republick by means of a neighbouring King, 
who had made War upon them ſeveral Years with vari- 


- ous Succeſs, and at length overthrew them in a ve 


g Battle. This Defeat they aſcribe to ſeveral Cauſes ; 
ome ſay, that the Secretary of State having been troub. 
led with theVapours, had committed ſome fatal Miſtakes 
in ſeveral Diſpatches about that Time. Others pretend, 
that the firſt Miniſter, being big with Child, could not 
attend the Publick Affairs, as ſo great an Exigency of 
State required ; but this I can give no Manner of Credit 
to, ſince it ſeems to contradict a fundamental Maxim 
in their Government, which I have before-mentioned, 
My Author gives the moſt probable Reaſon of this great 
Diſaſter; for he affirms, that the General was brought 
to Bed, or (as others ſay) miſcarried the very Night 
before the Battle: However it was, this ſignal Over- 
throw obliged them to call in the Male Republick to 
their Aſſiſtance; but, notwithſtanding their common Ef- 
forts to repulſe the victorious Enemy, the War continued 
for many Years before they could entirely bring it to a 
happy Concluſion. 5 

The Campaigns which both Sexes paſſed together made 
them ſo well acquainted with one another, that at the End 


of the War they did not care for parting. In the Beginnin g 
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of it they lodged in ſeparate Camps, but afterwards, as 
ou grew more familiar, they pitched their Tents pro- 
miſcuouſly. 

From this Time the Armies being chequered with both 
Sexes, they poliſhed apace. The Men uſed to invite their 
Fellow Soldiers into their Quarters, and would dreſs their 
Tents with Flowers and Boughs for their Reception. If 
they chanced to like one more than another, they would 
be cutting her Name in the Table, or — out her 
Figure upon a Wall, or talking of her in a kind of rap- 
turous Language, which by Degrees improved into Verſe 
and Sonnet. Theſe were as the firſt Rudiments of Ar- 
chiteQure, Painting and Poetry among this ſavage People. 
After any Advantage over the Enemy, both Sexes uſed 
to jump together, and make a Clattering with their Swords 
and Shields for Joy, which in a few Years produced ſe- 
veral regular Tunes and ſet Dances. 

As the two Armies romped on theſe Occaſions, the Wo- 
men complained of the thick buſhy Beards and long Nails 
of their Confederates, who thereupon took Care to prune 
themſelyes into ſuch Figures as were molt pleaſing to their 
female Friends and Allies. 

When they had taken any Spoils from the Enemy, the 
Men would make a Pre ent of every Thing that was rich 
and ſhowy to the Women whom they moſt admired, and 
would frequently dreſs the Necks, or Heads, or Arms of 
their Miſtreſſes, with any Thing which they thought ap- 
| Powe gay or pretty. The Women, obſerving that the 

en took Delight in looking upon them, when they were 
adorned with ſuch Trappings and Gugaws, ſet their Heads 
at Work to find out new Inventions, and to outſhine one 
another in all Councils of War, or the like ſolemn Meet- 
ings. ” On the other Hand, the Men, obſerving how the 
Womens Hearts were ſet upon Finery, began to embelliſh 
themſelves, and look as agreeable as they could in the 
Eyes of their Aſſociates. fa ſhort, after a few Years con- 
veriing together, the Women' had learnt to ſmile, and 
_ —_ to ogle; the Women grew ſoft, and the Men 
ively. | 
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When they had thus inſenſibly formed one another, upon 
the finiſhing of the War, which concluded with an entire 
Conqueſt over their common Enemy, the Colonels in one 
Army married the Colonels in the other; the Captains, in 
the ſame Manner took the Captains to their Wives: The 
whole Body of common Soldiers were matched after the 
Example of their Leaders. By this means the two Re- 
publicks incorporated with one another, and became the 
moſt flouriſhing and polite Government in the Part of the 
World which chey inhabited. 


The APPLICATION, 


The Burleſque in this little Hiſtory is ſtrong upen thoſe 
fantalick Tempers, who pretend to quarrel with the 
Appointments of infinite Wiſdom, and are for reforming 
the original Conſtitution of Things. Mutual Dependance 
of Sex, as well as ſtation, is neceſſary to preſerve the 
Beauty and Order, as well as the Being of Society. 


4 GYPS E M becomes an Ambaſſador. 


A S the Trek/chuye, or Hackney-Boat, which carries 
| Paſſengers from Leyden to Amſterdam, was 2 
off, a Boy, running along the Side of the Canal, deſire 

to be taken in; which the Maſter of the Boat refuſed, be- 
cauſe the Lad had not quite Money enough to Pay the 
uſual Fare. An eminent Merchant, being pleaſed with 
the Looks of the Boy, and ſecretly touched with Com- 
paſſion towards him, paid the Money for him, and ordered 
him to be taken on board. Upon talking with him after- 
wards, he found that he could ſpeak readily in three or 
four Languages, and learned, upon further Examination, 
that he had been ſtole away when he was a Child 
by a Gypſey, and had rambled ever ſince with a Gang 
of theſe Strollers up and down ſeveral Parts of Europe. 


It happened that the Merchant, whoſe Heart ſeems to 


have inclined towards the Boy, by a ſecret kind of Inſtinct, 
had himſelf loſt a Child ſome Years before. The Parents, 
after a long Search for him, gave him up for drowned in 
ene of the Canoes with which that Country abounds ; _ 
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the Mother was ſo afflicted at the Loſs of a fine Boy, who 
was her only Son, that ſhe died for Grief of it. Upon 
laying together all Particalars, and examining the ſeveral 
Moles and Marks by which the Mother uſed to deſcribe the 
Child when he was firſt miſſing, the Bo | ys to be 
the Son of the Merchant whoſe Heart had ſo unaccount- 
ably melted at the Sight of him. The Lad was very well 

leas'd to find a Father who was ſo rich, and likely to 
eave him a good Eſtate ; the Father, on the other Hand, 
was not a little delighted to ſee a Son return to him, whom 
he had given over for loſt, with ſuch a Strength of Con- 
ſtitution, Sharpneſs of Underſtanding, and Skill in Lan- 
guages. Our Linguiſt, having received ſuch extraordinary 
Rudiments towards a good Education, was afterwards 
trained up in every Thing that becomes a Gentleman; 
wearing off, by little and little, all the vicious Habits and 
Practices that he had been uſed to in the Courſe of his 
Peregrinations: Nay, it is ſaid, that he has fince been 
employed in foreign Courts upon National Buſineſs, with 

reat Repatation to himſelf, and Honour to thoſe who 
ſent him, and that he has viſited ſeveral Countries as 
a publick Miniſter, in which he formerly wandered 
as a Gypſey. 


The APPLICATION. 


A compaſſionate Action is always its own Reward in 
the Pleaſure it gives; and ſometimes meets with extra- 
dinary Returns ; which ſhould teach us never to miſs an 


Opportunity of exerciſing Benevolence according to our 


Power. In the Courſe of Providence Occurrences, ſeem- 


ingly diſadvantageous to us, often prove in the Iſſue, 


greatly beneficial. 


CHREMYLUS and PLUTUS, an Allegory. 


CHREMYLUS, who was an old and a good Man, and 
withal exceeding poor, being deſirous to leave ſome 
Riches to his Son, conſults the Oracle of Apollo upon the 
Subject. The Oracle bids him follow the firſt Man he 
mould ſee upon his going out of the Temple. The __ 
| an 
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ſon he chanced to ſee was, to Appearance, an old, ſordid 
blind Man, but upon his following him fromPlace to Place, 
he at laſt found, by his own Confeſſion, that he was Plutus, 
the God of Riches, and that he was juſt come out of the 
Houſe of a Miſer. Plutus further told him, that when he 
was a Boy, he uſed to declare, that as ſoon as he came to 
Age he would diſtribute Wealth to none but virtuous and 
ju Men; upon which Jupiter, conſidering the pernicious 
Conſequences of ſuch a Reſolution, took his Sight away 
from him, and left him to ftrole about the World in the 
blind Condition wherein Chremylus beheld him. With 
much ado Chremylus prevail'd upon him to go to his Houle, 
where he met an old Woman in tattered Raiment, 
who had been his Gueſt for many Years, and whoſe 
Name was Poverty, The old Woman refuſing to turn out 
ſo eaſily as he would have her, he threatned to baniſh her, 
not only from his own Houſe, but out of all Greece, if ſhe 
made any more Words upon the Matter. Poverty on this 
Occaſion pleads her Cauſe very notably, and repreſents to 
her old Landlord, that ſhould ſhe be driven out of the 
Country, all their Trades, Arts and Sciences would be 
driven out with her; and that if every one was rich, they 
would never be ſupplied with thoſe Pomps, Ornaments 
and Conveniencies of Life, which made Riches deſirable. 
She likewiſe repreſented to him the ſeveral Advantages 
which ſhe beſtowed upon her Votaries, in regard to their 
Shape, their Health, and their Activity, by preſerving 
them from Gouts, Dropſies, Unwieldineſs, and Intem- 
rance. But whatever ſhe had to ſay for herſelf, ſhe was 
at laſt forced to troop off. Chremy/us immediately conſi- 
dered how he might reſtore P/utus to his Sight; and in or- 
der to it conveyed him to the Temple of Z/eulapius, who 
was famous for Cures and Miracles of this Nature, By this 
Means the Deity recovered his Eyes, and began to make a 
right Uſe of them, by enriching every one that was diſtin- 
uiſhed by Piety towards the Gods, and Juſtice towards 
en; and at the ſame Time by taking away his Gifts from 
the Impious and Undeſerving. This produces ſeveral 
merry Incidents, till in the laſt Act Mercury deſcends with 
great Complaints from the Gods, that fince the good Men 
were 
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were grown rich they had received no Sacrifices, which is 
confirmed by a Prieſt of Jupiter, who enters with a Re- 
monſtrance, that fince his late Innovation he was reduc'd 
to a ſtarving Condition, and could not live upon his Office, 
Chremylus, who in the Beginning of the A was re- 
ligious in his Poverty, concludes it with a Propoſal, which 
was reliſhed by all the Good Men who were yow grown 
rich as well as himſelf, that they ſhould carry Plutus in a 
ſolemn Proceſſion to the Temple, and inſtall him in the 
Place of Jupiter. This Allegory inſtructed the Arhenians 
in two Points, firſt, as it vindicated the ConduR of Pro- 
vidence in its ordinary Diltributions of Wealth; and in 
the next Place, as it ſhewed the great Tendency of 
Riches to corrupt the Morals of thofe wh o poſſeſſed them 


The APPLICATION. | 


Beſides the beautiful Remarks from the SpeQator at the 
Cloſe of this Allegory, it plainly ſhews, that we know not 
ourſelves, nor how we ſhould behave in different Stations; 
which ſhould make each of us ſatisfied with that, as beſt, 
which a wiſe Providence has aſſign'd us. 


BITON and CLIT OBUS. 


'T: HE Story.of Biton and Clitobus, which was in 

great Reputation among the Heathens (for we ſee 
it quoted by all the ancient Authors, both Greek and La- 
tin, who have written upon the Immortality of the Soul) 
may teach us not to interpret the Calamities or Afflic- 
tions, which befall our Neighbours as Puniſhments and 
13 Theſe two Brothers, being the Sons of a 
Lady who was a Prieſteſs =? ons drew their Mother's 
Chariot to the Temple at the Time of a great Solemnity, 
the Perſons being abſent, who by their Office were to 
have drawn her Chariot on that Occaſion, 

The Mother was ſo tranſported with this Inſtance of filt- 
al Duty, that ſhe petitioned her Goddeſs to beſtow upon 
them the greateſt Gift that could be given to Men ; upon 
which they were both caſt into a deep Sleep, and the next 
Morning-found dead in the Temple. This was ſuch an 


Event, as would have been conſtrued into a 1 
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had it happened to the two Brothers after an Act of Diſo- 
bedience, and would doubtleſs have been repreſented as 
ſuch by any ancient Hiſtorian, who had given us an Ac- 
count of it. | 


The APPLICATION. 


If the Heathens thus highly valued the Rewards of Vir- 
tue in a future World, and thought them the choiceſtGifts 
of their Gods, does not this ſhame very many who call 
themſelves Chriſtians, but act as if they eſteem'd Wealth, 
Honour, Power, or ſome Brutal Gratifications, as the 
greateſt Happineſs of their Nature ? 


RHYNSAULT), the unjuſt Governor. 
W HEN Charles Duke of Burgund, ſirnamed The Bold, 


reigned over ſpacious Dominions, now ſwallowed 
up by the Power of France, he heaped many Favours and 
Honours upon Claudius Rhyn/ault, a German, who ſerved 
him in his Wars againſt the Inſults of his Neighbours. A 
t Part of Zealand was at that Time in Subjection to 
that Dukedom. The Prince himſelf was a Perſon of ſin- 
ular Humanity and Juſtice, Rhyzſault, with no other 
real Quality than Courage, had Diſſimulation enough to 
aſs upon his generous and unſuſpicious Maſter for a Per- 
on of blunt Honeſty and Fidelity, without any Vice that 
could biaſs him from the Execution of Juſtice. His High- 
neſs, prepoſſeſſed to his Advantage, upon the Deceaſe of 
the Governor of his chief Town of Zealand, gave Rhyn/ault 
that Command. He was not long ſeated in that Govern- 
ment, before he caſt his Eyes upon Sapphira, a Woman 
of exquiſite Beauty, the Wife of Paul Danvelt, a wealthy 
boar of the City, under his Protection and Govern- 
ment. Rhyn/ault was a Man of a warm Conſtitution and 
A violent Inclination to Wamen, and not unſkill'd in the 
ſoft Arts which win their Favour, He knew what it was 
to enjoy the Satisfactions which are reaped from the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Beauty, but was an utter Stranger to the Decen- 
cies, Honours and Delicacies that attend the Paſſion to- 
wards them in elegant Minds. However, he had ſo 1 
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of the World, that he had a great Share of the Language 
which uſually prevails upon the weaker Part of that Sex, 
and he could with his Tongue utter a Paſhon with which 
his Heart was wholly untouched. He was one of thoſe 
brutal Minds which can be gratified with the Violation of 
Innocence and Beauty, without the leaſt Pity, Paſſion, or 
Love to that with which they are ſo much delighted. In- 
gratitude is a vice inſeparable to a luſtful Man; and the 
Poſſeſſion of a Woman by him who has no Thought but 
allaying a Paſiton painful to himſelf, is neceſſarily follow- 
ed by Diſtaſte and Averſion. Kbyr/ault being reſolved to 
accompliſh his Will on the Wife of Darwel:, left no Arts 
untried to get into a Familiarity at her Houſe, but ſhe 
knew his Character and Diſpoſition too well not to ſhun all 
Occaſions that might enſnare her into his Converſation, 
The Governor, deſpairing of Succeſs by ordinary Means, 
apprehended and impriſoned her Huſband, under Pretence 
of an Information that he was guilty of a Correſpondence 
with the Enemies of the Duke, to betray the Town into 
their Poſſeſſion. This Deſign had its deſired Effect, and 
the Wife of the unfortunate Dauvelt, the Day before that 
which was appointed for his Execution, refined herſelf 
in the Hall of the Governor's Houſe, and, as he paſſed 
through the Apartment, threw herſelf at his Feet, and 
holding his Knees, beſeeched his Mercy. Rhyn/ault beheld 
her with a diſſembled Satisfaction, and aſſuming an Air of 
Thought and Authority, he bid her ariſe, and told her, ſhe 
muſt tollow him to his Cloſet; and aſking her whether the 
knew the Hand of the Letter he pulled our of his Pocket, 
went from her, leaving this Admonition aloud, IH you will 
fave your Huſtand, you muſt give me an Account of all you 
know without Prevarication ; for every Boay is Jatisfied he + 
was too fond of you to be able to hide from you the Names of 
the reſt FA the Conſpirators, or any other Particulars what/e- 
ever. e went to his Cloſet, and ſoon aſter the Lady 
was ſent for to an Audience. The Servant knew his Dit- 
tance when Matters of State were to be debated; and the 
Governor, laying aũde the Air with which he had appear. 
ed in Public, began to be the Supplicant, to rally an AF- 
fliction, which it was in her Power eaſily to remove, and 
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relicye an innocent Man from his Impriſonment. She 
eaſily perceived his Intention, and, bathed in Tears, be- 
gan to deprecate ſo wicked a Deſign, Luſt, like Ambi- 
tion, takes all the Faculties of the Mind and Body into 
its Service and Subjection. Her becoming Tears, her ho- 
neſt Anguiſh, the wringing of her Hands, and the many 
Changes of her Poſture and Figure in the Vehemence of 
ſpeaking, were but ſo many Attitudes in which he beheld 
her Beauty, and further Incentives of his Deſire. All Hu- 
manity was loſt in that one Appetite, and he ſignified to 
her in ſo many plain Terme, that he was unhappy till he 
had poſſeſſed her, and nothing leſs ſhould be the Price of 
her Huſband's Life, and ſhe muſt, before the following 
Noon, pronounce the Death or Eclargement of Danvell. 
After this Notification, when he ſaw Sapphiraagain enough 
diſtrad ed, to make the Subject of their Diſcourſe to com- 
mon Eyes appear different from what it was, he called 
Servants to conduct her to the Gate. Loaded with inſu p- 
portable Affliction, ſne immediately repairs to her Huſband, 
and having ſignified to his Goalers, that ſhe had a Propo- 
ſal to make toherHuſband from the Governor, ſhe was left 
alone with him, revealed to him all that had paſſed, and re- 
preſented the endleſs Conflict ſhe was in, between Love to 
his Perſon, and Fidelity to his Bed. It is eaſy to imagine 
the ſharp Affliction this honeſt Pair was in upon ſuch an In- 
cident, in Lives not uſed to any but ordinary Occurrences. 
The Man was bridled by Shame from ſpeaking what his 
Fear prompted, upon ſo near an Approach of Death; but 
let fall Words that ſignified to her, he ſhould not think her 
polluced, tho? ſhe had not yet confeſſed to him that the 
Governor had violated her Perſon, ſince he knew her Will 
had no Part in the Action. She parted from him with 
this oblique Permiſſion to ſave a Lite, he had not Reſolu- 
tion enough to reſign for the Safety of his Honour. 

The next Morning the unhappy Sapphira attended the 
Governor, and being led into a remote Apartment, ſub- 
mitted to his Deſires. Rn t commended her Charms, 
claimed a Familiarity after what had paſſed between them, 
and, with an Air of Gaiety, in the Language of a Gallant, 
bid her return and take her Huſband out of Priſon : But. 
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eontinued he, my fair-one muſt not be offended that L have 
taken care he ſhould not be an Interruptzon to our future 
Aſſignations: Theſe laſt Words foreboded what ſhe found 
when ſhe came to the Goal, her Huſband executed by the 
Order of Rhyn/ault, | 
It was remarkable that the Woman, who was full of 
Tears and Lamentations during the whole Courſe of her 
Affliction, uttered neither Sigh nor Complaint, but ſtood 
ſixed with Grief,at this Conſummation of her Misfortynes. 
She betook herſelf to her Abode, and after having in Soli- 
tude paid her Devotions to him, who is the Avenger of In- 
nocence, ſhe repaired privately to Court; her Perſon, and 
a certain Grandeur of Sorrow negligent of Forms, gained 
her Paſſage into the Preſence of the Duke her Sovereign. 
As ſoon as ſhe came into the Preſence, ſhe broke forth in- 
to the following Words: © Behold, O mighty Charles, a 
« Wretch weary of Life, though it has been always ſpent 
with Innocence and Virtue. It is not in your Power to 
* redreſs my. Injuries, but it is to avenge them. And if 
the Protection of the Diſtreſſed, and the Puniſhment of 
« Oppreſſors, is a Taſk worthy a Prince, I bring the 
va. Duke of Burgundy ample Matter for doing Honour to 
* his own great Name, and wiping Infamy off mine.” 
When ſhe had ſpoke this, ſhe delivered the Duke a Paper 
reciting her Story. He read 1t with all the Emotions that 
Indignation and Pity could raiſe in a Prince, jealous of his 
Honour in the Behaviour of his Officers, and Proſperity 
of his Subjects. | 
Upon an appointed Day Rhyn/ault was ſent for to Court, 
and, in the Preſence of a few of the Council, confronted 
by Sapphira : The Prince aſking, Do you know that Lady ? 
Rhynſault, as ſoon as he could recover his Surprize, told the 
Duke he would marry her, if his Highneſs would pleaſe to 
think thata Reparation. The Duke Tris contented with 
his Anſwer,and ſtood by during the immediate Solemniza- 
tion of the Ceremony. At the Concluſion of it he told Rbyn- 
Jault, Thus far have you done, as conſtrained by my Authority: 
1 ſhall not be ſatisfied of your kind Uſage to her, without you 
fign a Gift of your whole Eſtate to her after your Deceaſe. 
Je the Performance of this alſo the Duke was a Witneſs, 
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When theſe two Acts were executed, the Duke turned to 
the Lady, and told her, „It now remains for me to put 
you in quiet Poſſeſſion of what your Husband has ſo 


ountifully beſtowed on you ;” and ordered the immedi- 
ate Exccution of Rhyn/ault. 


The  APF.PLICATION. 


Behold, in the juſt Fate of the cruel and perfidious Rhyr- 
fault, what a horrid Train of Crimes are the Conſ quence, 
when any vicious Paſſion or Appetite is ſuffered to get the 
Dominion over us. It renders the Man a moſt hateful 
Monſter, fit only to be an Outcaſt from Mankind. Can 
any ſenſual Enjoyment compenſate ſor the Loſs of Inno- 
cence ? Does not our deſerting Virtue, eſpecially when 
ſhe is moſt vigorouſly attacked, betray a Weakneſs and 
Littleueſs of Soul? And does not the Shame and Diſap- 
ointment we are fure to meet with by ſo doing, add an 
inexpreſſble Load of Miſery ? We ſhould, likewiſe, from 
the juſt Reſentment of Sapphira, probably one of tender 
and delicate Sentiments, Jearn the great Danger of com- 
plying with criminal Inclinations, however ſtrongly they 
may ſollicit us, when the Methods of doing fo are inju- 
rious to others. | | 


SULTAN Manmoup and his Viſier, a Turkiſh 
Tale. 


HE Sultan Mahmeud, by his perpetual Wars Abroad, 

and by his Tyranny at Home, had filled his Domi- 

mons with Ruin and Deſolation, and half unpeopled the 
Perſan Empire. The Viſier to this great Sultan (whether 
an Humouriſt or an Enthuſiaſt, we are not informed) pre- 
tended to have learned of a certain Derviſe to underſtand 
the Language of Birds, ſo that there was not a Bird that 
could open his Mouth, but the Viſier knew what it was he 
ſaid. As ke was one Evening with the Emperor, 1n their 
Return from huryng, they ſaw a Couple of Owls upon a 
Tree that grew near sa old Wall out of an Heap of Rub- 
biſh. I gui fain tua, ſays the Sultan, what theſe tauo 
Oxls are ſaying lo one another ; liſlen to their Piſcourſe, and 
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give me an Account of it. The Viſier approached the Tree, 
retending to be very attentive to the two Owls, Upon 
is Return to the Sultan, Sir, ſays he, have heard Part 
of their Converſation, but dare not tell you what it is. The 
Sultan would not be ſatisfied with ſuch an Anſwer, but 
forced him to repeat Word for Word every Thing the 
Owls had ſaid. You muſt know then, ſaid the Viker, that 
ene of theſe Owls has a Sen, and the other a Daughter, be- 
taveen whom they are now upon a Treaty of Marriage. The Fa- 
ther of the Son ſaid to the Father of the Daughter, in my 
Hearing, Brother, I conſent to this Marriage, provided you 
ewill jettle upon your Daughter fifty ruined Villages for her 
Portion. To which the Father of the Daughter replied, iu- 
ſtead of Va I avill give her five Hundred, if you pleaſe. God 
grant a long Life to Sultan Mahmoud ; whilſt he reigns over 
us, wwe ſhall never want ruined Villages. N 
The Story ſays, the Sultan was ſo touched with the Fa- 
ble, that he rebuilt the "Towns and Villages which had 


been deſtroyed, and from that Time forward con ſulted the 
Good of his People. | 


The APPLICATION. 


Thoſe Reproofs bid faireſt to do Good that are given 
in the leaſt offenfive Manner, where by ſome diſt int 


Hint, we make the Perions, as it were, their own Accu- 
{crs. : | 


A Letter writ in King CuarLes I's Reign, 


by the Ambaſſador of Bantam. 
© Mafeer, 


HE People, where I now am, have Tongues fur - 

ther from their Hearts than from London to Ban- 
tam, and thou knoweſt the Inhabitants of one of theſe 
* Places do not know what is done in the other. They call 
* thee and thy Subjects, Barbarians, becauſe we ſpeak what 
* we mean; and account themſelves a civilized People, 
* becauſe they ſpeak one thing and mean another: Truth 

they call Barbarity, and Falſhood Politeneſs. Upon my 
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* firſt landing, one who was ſent from the King of this 


o 


. 6 


Place to meet me, told me, Tha? he qwas extremely ſorry 


for the Storm I had met with juſt before my Arrival. 1 was 


troubled to hear him grieve and afflict himſelf upon my 
Account ; but in leſs than a Quarter of an Hour he 
ſmiled, and was as merry, as if nothing had happened. 
Another, who came with him,told me by my Interpreter, 
He ſhould be glad to do me any Serwice that lay in his Poxwer. 
Upon which I deſired him to carry one of my Portman- 
teaus for me; butinſtead of ſerving me according to his 
Promiſe, he laughed, and bid another do it. I lodged, 


the firſt Week, at the Houſe of one, who deſired me 70 


think myſelf at Home, and to cenſider his. Houſe as my own. 
Accordingly, I the next Morning began to knock down 
one of the Walls of it, in order to let in the freſh Air, 
and had packed up ſome, of the Houſhold Goods, of 
which I intended to have made thee a Preſent: But the 
falſe Varlet no ſooner ſaw me falling to work, but he 
ſent Word to deſire me to give over, for that he would 
have no ſuch Doings in his Houſe. I had not been lon 
in this Nation, before | was told by one, for whom [ ha 
aſked a certain Favour from the Chief of the King's 
Servants, whom they here call the Lord Treaſurer, that 
I had eternally obliged him. I was fo ſurprized at his 
Gratitude, that I could not forbear ſaying, What Ser- 
vice is there, which one Man can do for another, that 
can oblige him to all Eternity ! However, I only aſked 
him for my Reward, that he would lend me his eldeſt 
daughter during my Stay in this Country ; but I quick- 
ly found, that he was as treacherous as the reſt of his 
Countrymen. 
At my firſt going to Court, one of the great Men al- 
molt put me out of Countenance, by aſking ter thouſand 
Pardons of me for only treading by Accident on my 
Toe. They call this Kind of a Lye a Compliment ; for 
when they are civil to a great Man they tell him Un- 
truths, for which thou wouldeſt order any of thy Officers 
of State to receive an hundred Blows upon his Foot. I 
do not know how I ſhall negotiate any Thing with this 
People, ſince there is little Credit to be given to ow. 
| When 
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When I go to ſee the King's Scribe, I am generally 


into his Houſe almoſt the very Moment before, Thou 
wouldeſt fancy that the whole Nation are Phyſicians, 
for the firſt Queſtion they always aſk me, is, How 4 do © 
I have this Queſtion put to me above a hundred Times 
a Day. Nay, they are not only thus inquiſitive after 
my Health, but wiſh it in a more ſolemn Manner, with 
a full Glaſs in their Hands, every Time I fit with them 
at Table, tho” at the ſame Time they wonld perſuade me 
to drink their Liquors in ſuch Quantities, as I have 
found by Experience will make me ſick. They often 
pretend to pray for thy Health alſo in the ſame Man- 
ner; but I have more Reaſon to expect it from the 
Goodneſs of thy Conſtitution, than the Sincerity of their 
Wiſhes, May thy Slave eſcape in Safety from this 
double-tongu'd Race of Men, and live to lay himſelf 
once more at thy Feet, in the royal City of Bantam. 


The APPLICATION, 


All Redundance of complimental Profeflions is no Part 
of true Politeneſs, nor, indeed, often reconcileable with 
common Honeſty ; for where, upon flight Grounds, we 
meet with great Proteſtarions of Friendſhip, we have Rea- 
ſon to expect little Performance. 


The Perſian-Glaſs-Man, a Fable. 


LNASCHAR was a very idle Fellow, that never 
would ſet his Hand to any Buſineſs during his Fa- 
ther's Life. When his Father died, he left him to the 
Value of a hundred Drachms of Perſſan Money. Alna/= 
char, in order to make the beſt of it, laid it out in Glaſſes, 
Bottles, and the fineſt Earthen Ware, Theſe he piled up 
in a large open Baſket, and having made Choice of a very 
little Shop, placed the Baſket at Nis Feet, and leaned his 


Back upon the Wall, in Expectation of Cuſtomers. As 


he ſat in this Poſture, with his Eyes upon the Baſket, he 
fell into a moſt amuſing Train of Thought, and was 
over-heard by one of his Neighbours, as he talked to him- 


told that he is not at Home, tho? perhaps I ſaw him go 
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ſelf in the 3 Manner: This Baſket, ſays he, 
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colt me at the Wholeſale Merchant's an hundred Drach- 
mas, which is all I have in the World. [I ſhall quick- 
ly make two hundred of it, by ſelling it in Retail. 
Theſe two hundred Drachmas will in a very little while 
riſe to four Hundred, which of Courſe will amount in 
Time to four Thouſand, Four thouſand Drachmas 

cannot fail of making eight Thouſand. As ſoon as by 
this Means 1 am Maſter of ten Thcuſand, I will lay 
atde my Jade of Glaſs-man, and turn Jeweller. | 
alls then ceal in Diamonds, Pearls, and all Sorts of 
rich Stones. When | have got together as much Wealth 
as I can well defire, I will make a Purchaſe of the ſineſt 
Houſe I can find, with Lands, Slaves, Eunuchs, and 
Horſes, 1 ſhall then begin to enjoy myſelf, and make 
a Noiſe in the World. 7 will not, however, ſtop there, 
but till continue my Traffic till I have got together an 
hundred thoufand Drachmas. When I have thus made 
myſelf Maſter of an hundred thouſand Drachmas, I 
ſhall naturally ſet myſelf on the Foot of a Prince, and 
will demand the Grand Viſier's Daughter in Marriage, 
after having repreſented to that Miniſter the Informa- 
tion which I have received of the Beauty, Wit, Diſcre- 
tion, and other high Qualities which his Daughter poſ- 
ſes. I will let him know, at the ſame Time, that it 
is my Intention to make him a Preſent of a thouſand 
Pieces of Gold on our Marriage Night. As ſoon as [ 
have married the Grand Viſier's Daughter, I'Il buy her 
ten black Eunuchs, the youngeſt and beſt that can be 


| got for Money. I muſt afterwards make my Father-in- 


aw a Viſit with a great Train and Equipage. And 
when I am placed at his Right-hand, which he will do 
of Courſe, if it be only to honour his Daughter, I will. 

ive him the thouſand Pieces of Gold which I promiſed 
bie, and afterwards, to his great Surprize, will preſent 
him with another Purſe of the ſame Value, with ſome 
ſhort Speech; as, Sir, you /ze JI am à Man of my Word. 
[ always give more than I promiſe.” 
When | have broughe the Princeſs tomy Houſe, I ſhall 


take particular Care to breed in her a due Reſpect for me, 
MO before 
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before I give the Reins to Love and Dalliance. To this 
End I ſhall confine her to her own Apartment, make 
her a ſhort Viſit, and talk but little to her, Her Women 
will repreſent to me, that ſhe is inconſolable by Reaſon 
of my Unkindneſs, and beg me with tears to careſs her, 
and let her fit down by me; but I ſhall fill remain in- 
exorable, and will turn my Back upon her all the firſt 
Night. Her Mother will then come and bring her 
Daughter to me, as I'm ſeated upon my Sofa. The 
Daughter, with Tears in her Eyes, will fling herſelf at 
my Feet, and beg of me to receive her into my Favour. 
Then will J, to imprint in her a thorough Veneration 
for my Perſon, draw up my Legs, and ſpurn her from 
me with my Foot, in ſuch a Manner, that ſhe ſhall fall 
down ſeveral Paces from the Sofa.“ 

Ana ſcbar was entirely ſwallowed up in this chimer cal 
Vilion, and could not forbear acting with his Foot what 
he had in his Thoughts: So that unluckily ſtriking his 
Baſket of Brittle Ware, which was the Foundation of all 
his Grandeur, he kicked his Glaſſes to a great Diftance 
from him into the Street, and broke them into ten Thou- 
ſand Pieces. | 


The APPLICATION. 


This is a humorous Ridicule upon the fooliſh Vanity of 
building Caſtles in the Air, and idly waſting that Time, 
in empty flattering Schemes, which might have been uſe- 
fully employed in attending our proper Bulineſs. 


Fadlallah and Zemroude, a Perſian Tale. 


ADLALLAH, a Prince of great Virtue, ſucceed- 

ed his Father Bin Ortce, in the Kingdom of Mou/ol. 

He reigned over his faithful Subjects for 8 Time, and 
lived in great Happineſs with his beau: eous Conſort Queen 
Zemroude; when there appeared at his Court a young 
Derwis,of ſo liveiy and entertaining a Turn of Wit, as won 
upon the Affections of every one he had converſed with. 
is Reputation grew ſo faſt every Day, that it at laſt 
raiſcd the Curioſity in the Prince himſelf to fee and talk 
with him. He did fo, and far from finding that common 
| C6 Fame 


8 
; 
| 


* 
£$ 
Vu 
bs 
5 
. 
=Y 
i% 
"4 


ma + "Rs » 8 
FF rc 


58 HISTORIES and FABLES 


Fame had flattered him, he was ſoon convinced that every 
Thing he had heard of him fell ſhort of the Truth. 
Fadlallah immediately loſt all Manner of Reliſh for the 
Converſation of other Men; and as he was every Day 
more and more ſatisfied of the Abilities of this Stranger, 
offered him the firſt Poſt in the Kingdom. The young 
Dervis, after having thanked him with a very ſingular 
Modeſty, deſired to be excuſed, as having Ne 4 a Vow 
never to accept of any Employment, and preferring a free 
and independent State of Life to all other Conditions. 
The King was infinitely charmed with ſo great an Ex- 
ample of Moderation; and tho? he could not get him to 


engage in a Life of Buſineſs, made him, however, his 


chiet Companion and firſt Favourite. 

. As they were one Day hunting together, and happened 
to be ſeparated from the reſt of the Company, the Dervi; 
entertained Faglallah with an Account of his Travels and 
Adventures. After having related to him ſeveral Curio- 
fities which he had ſeen in the Iadies, It was in this Place, 
lays he, that Feontrated an Acquaintance with an old 
Hrachman, who was ſ e lled in the moſt hidden Powers of 
Nature. He died within my Arms, and, with his parting 
Breach, communicated to me one of the moſt valuable of 
his Secrets, on Condition I ſhould never reveal it to any 
Man.” The K ing immediately reflecting on his young Fa- 
wourite's having refuſed the late Offers of Greatneſs he had 
made him, told him, he preſumed it was the Power of 
making Gold. No Sir, fays the Derwis, it is ſomething 
more wonderful than that ; it is the Power of re-animating 
a dead Body, by ſlinging my own Soul into it.” 

While he was vet 8 a Doe came bounding by 
them; and the King, who had his Bow rendy' ſhot her 
through the Heart, telling the Derwis, that a fair Oppor- 
tunity now offered for him to ſhew his Art, The young 
Man immediately left his own Body breathleſs on the 
Ground, while, at the ſame Inſtant, thatof the Doe was re- 
an'mated : ſhe came to the King, fawned 7 him, and, 
after having play'd ſeveral wanton Tricks, fell again upon 
the Graſs; at the ſame Inſtant the Body of the Derwis re- 
covered its Life. The King was infinitely pleaſed at fo 

uncommon 
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uncommon an Operation, and conjured his Friend, by 
every Thing that was ſacred, to communicate it to him. 
The Dervis at firſt made ſome Scruple of violating his Pro- 
miſe to the dying Brachman, but told him at laſt, that he 
found he could conceal nothing from ſo excellent a 
Prince ; after having obliged him, therefore, by an Oath 
of Secreſy, he taught him to repeat two Cabaliſtic Words, 
in pronouncing of which the whole Secret conſiſted. The 
King, impatient to try the Experiment, immediately re- 
peated them as he had been taught, and, in an Inſtant, 
found himſelf in the Body of the Doe. He had but little 
Time to contemplate himſelf in his new Being ; for the 
treackerous Derwis ſhooting his own Soul into the royal 
Corpſe, and bending the Prince's own Bow againit him, 
had laid him dead on the Spot, had not the Ling, who 
perceived his Intent, fled ſwiftly to the Woods. | 
The Dervis now triumphant in his villainy, returned 
to Mauſel, and filled the Throne and Bed of the unhappy 

Fadlallah. a 

The firſt Thing he took care of, in order to ſecure 
himſelf in the Poſſeſſion of his new- acquired Kingdom, 
was to iſſue out a proclamation, ordering his Subjects to 
deſtroy all the Deer in'the Realm. The King had pe- 
riſhed among the Reſt, had he not avoided his Purſuers, 
by re-animating the Body of a Nightingle, which he ſaw 
lie dead at the Foot of a Tree. In Fi new Shape he 
winged his Way in Safety to the Palace, where perching 
on a Tree which ſtood near his Queen's Apartment, he 
filled the whole Place with ſo many melodious and melan- 
choly Notes, as drew her to the Window. He had the 
Mortification to ſee, that inſtead of being pitied, he only 
moved the Mirth of his Princels, and of a young Female 
Slave who was with her. He continued, however, to ſere- 
nade ner every Morning ; *till at laſt the Queen, charmed 
with his Harmony ; ſent for the Bird-catchers, and ordered 
them to employ their utmoſt Skill, to put that little Crea» 
ture into her Poſſeſſion. The King, pleaſed with an Op- 

portunity of being once more near his beloved Conſort, 
_ eaſily ſuffered himſelf to be taken; and, when he was pre- 
ſented to her, tho? he ſhewed 55 Fearfulneſs to be touched 
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by-any of the other Ladies, flew of his own Accord, and 
hid himſelf in the Queen's Boſom. Zemroude was highly 
pleaſed at the unexpected Fondneſs of her new Favourite, 
and ordered him to be kept in an open Cage, in her own 
Apartment. He had there an Opportunity of making his 
Court to her every Morning, by a thouſand little Actions 
which his Shape allowed him. The Queen paſſed away 
whole Hours every Day in hearing and playing with him. 
Fadlallab could even have thought himſelf happy in this 
State of Life, had he not frequently endured the inex- 
preſſible Torment of ſecing the Dervis enter the Apart- 
ment, and careſs his Queen even in his Preſence. 

The Ulurper, amidſt his toying with the Princeſs, 
would often endeavgur to ingratiate himfeif with her 
Nightingale; and while the enraged Fadlallab pecked at 
him with his Bill, beat his Wings, and ſhewed all the 
Marks of an impotent Rage, it only afforded his Rival 
and the Queen new Matter for their Diverſion. Zemreuds 
was likewiſe fond of a little Lap Dog which ſhe kept in 
ker Apartment, and which one Night happened to die. 

The King imme iately found himte!f inclined to quit the 
Shape of a Nightingal', and enlicen this ew Body, He 
did ſo, and the next Morning Zemroude ſaw her favourite 
Bi:d lie dead in the Cage. It is impoſlible to expreſs her 
Grief on this Occaſion, and when the called to Mind all 
its little Actions, which even appeared to have ſomewhat 
in them like Reaſon, {he was incopſolable for her Loſs. 
Her Women immediately fe::t for the Derwis, to come and 
comfort her. who atter having 1n vain repreſented to her 
the Weakneſs of being grieved at ſuch Accidents, touched 
at laſt by her repeated Complaints; Well, Madam, ſays 
he, Iwill exert the utmiſi of my Art is pleaſe you. Your 
Nightingale ſhall again revive every Morning, and ſerena1e 
you as before. The Queen beheld him with a Look which 
eaſily ſhewed ſhe did not believe him; when laying him- 
ſelf gown on a Sofa, he jhot his ſoul into the Nightingale, 
and Zemroude was amazed to ſee her Bird revive, 

The King, who was a Spectato: of all that paſſed, lying 
under the Shape of a Lap dog in one Corner of the Room, 
immediately iecovered his own Body, and running to the 

| Cage 
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Cage with the utmoſt Indignation, twiſted off the Neck 
of the falſe Nightingale, 

Zemroude was more than ever amazed and concerned at 
this ſecond Accident, *till the King entreating her to hear 
him, related to her his whole Adventunre. 

The Body of the Derwis, which was found dead in the 
Wood, and his Edict for killing all the Deer, left her no 
Room to doubt of the Truth of it: But the Story adds, 
that out of an extream Delicacy (peculiar to the Oriental 
Ladies) ſhe was ſo highly afflicted at the innocent Adul- 
tery in which the had for ſome Time lived with the Der- 
<is, that no A:iguments, even from Fadlallah himſelf, 
could compoſe her Mind. She ſhortly after died with 
Grief, begging his Pardon with her lateſt Breath for what 
the moſt rigid Juſtice could not have interpreted as a 
Crime, | 

The King was ſo afflicted with her Death, that he left 
his Kingdom to one of his neareſt Relations, and paſſed 
the reſt of his Days in Solitude and Retirement. 


The APPLICATION. 


The Deſign here ſeems to be a Check upon an un- 
bounded Curioſity in Matters that do not concern us, 
which often leads the unweary into Snares and Difficulties, 
It ſuggeſts alſo an uſeful Admonition to make ourſelves 
well acquainted. with the real Qualities of Perſons, before 
we give up ourlelves too much to their Influence. 


The Infide! Sultan, and a Doctor in the Law. 


Onfieur Mallibranche tells us, that it is poſſible ſome 
Creatures may think half an Hour as long as we 

do a thouſand Years; or look upon that Space of Dura- 
tion which we call a Minute, as an Hour, a Week, a 
Month, or an whole Age. 
There is a famous Paſſage in the Alcoran, which looks 
as if Mahomet had been pofleſied of the Notion we are 
now ſpeaking of. It is there ſaid, that the Angel Gabriel 
took Mahomet out of his Bed one Morning, to give him a 
Sight of all Things in the Seven Heavens, in Paradiſe, 
and 
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and in Hell, which the Prophet took a diſtinct View of; 
and, after having held ninety thouſand Conferences with 
God, was brought again to his Bed. All this, ſays the 
Alcoran, was tranſacted in ſo ſmall a Space of Time, that 
Mabomet, at his Return, found his Bed ſtill warm, and took 
up an Earthen Pitcher (which was thrown down at the 
very Inſtant that the Angel Gabriel carried him away) be- 
fore the Water was all ſpilt. 
There is a very pretty Story in the Turki4 Tales, which 
relates to this Paſſage of that famous Impoitor. A Sul- 
tan of Egypt, who was an Infidel, uſed to laugh at this 
Circumſtance in Mahortet's Life, as what was altogether 
impoſſible and abſurd : But converſing one Day with a 
reat Doctor in the Law, who had the Gift of working 
Miracles, the Doctor told him, he would quickly con- 
vince him of the Truth of this Paſſage in the Hiſtory of 
Mahomet, if he would conſent to do what he ſhould deſire 
of him. Upon this the Sultan was directed to place him- 
ſelf by an huge Tub of Water, which he did accordingly; 
and as he ſtood by the Pub, amidſt a Circle of his great 
Men, the Holy Man bid him plunge his Head into Water, 


and draw it up again: The ws rant, x" thruſt his 


Head into the Water, and at the ſame Time found himſelf 
at the Foot of a Mountain on a Sea Shore. The King im- 
mediately began to rage againſt his Doctor for his Piece 
of Treachery and Witchcraft; but at length, knowing it 
was in vain to be angry, he ſet himſelf to think on proper 
Methods for getting a Livelihood in this ſtrange Country : 
Accordingly he applied himſelf to ſome People whom 
he ſaw at Work in a neigh ouring Wood; theſe People 
conducted him to a Town that ſtood at a little Diſtance 
from the Wood, where, after ſome Adventures, he mar- 
ried a Woman of 4 Beauty and Fortune. He lived 

o long, till he had by her ſeven Sons 
and ſeven Daughters: He was afterwards reduced to great 
Want, and forced to think of plying in the Streets as a 
Porter for his Livelihood. One Day, as he was walking 
alone by the Sea Side, being ſeized by many melancholy 


Reflections upon his former and his preſent State of Life, 
which 
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which had raiſed a Fit of Devotion in him, he threw off 
his Cloaths with a Deſign to waſh himſelf, according to 
the Cuſtom of the Mahometans, before he ſaid his Prayer, 
After his hrit Plunge into the Sea, he no ſooner raiſ. 
his Head above the Water, but he found himſelf ſtandin 
by the Side of the Tub, with the great Men of his Court 
about him, and the Holy Man at his Side: He immedi- 
ately upbraided his Teacher for having ſent him on ſuch 
a Courſe of Adventures, and betrayed him into ſo long a 
State of Miſery and Servitude ; but was wonderfully ſur- 
prized, when he heard that the State he talked of was only 
a Dream and Deluſion ; that he had not ſtirred from the 
Place where he then ſtood ; and that he had only dipped 
his Head into the Water, and immediately taken it out 
again. | 
81 he Mahometan Doctor took this Occaſion of inſtruct- 
ing the Sultan, that Nothing was impoſſible with God; 
and that he, with whom a thouſand Vears are but as one 
Day, can, if he pleaſes, make a ſingle Day, nay, a ſingle 


Moment, appear to any of his Creatures as a thouſand 
Years, 


The APPLICAT/EFOx 


As it belongs not to us to limit the Divine Omnipotency, 

ſoit as little becomes us to buſy ourſelves in fruitleſs Spe- 

culations we can never clear; while all that is neceſſary for 
us to know.of Truth and Duty, lies plain before us. 


A Jewiſh Tradition vindicating Providence, 


N a 7ewiſhh Tradition concerning Maſes, that great 

Prophet, it is ſaid, was called up by a Voice from 
:Jeaven to the Top of a Mountain; where, in a Con- 

. ference with the Supreme Being, he was permitted to pro- 

poſe to him ſome Queſtions concerning his Adminiſtration 
of the Univerſe, In the midit of this divine Colloquy, 
he was commanded to look down on the Plain below. 
At the Foot of the Mountain there iſſued out a clear 
Spring of Water, at which a Soldier alighted from his - 
Horſe to drink. He was no ſooner gone, than a little 
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Boy came to the ſame Place, and finding a Purſe of Gold 
which the Soldier had dropped, took it up, and went 
away with it. Immediately after this came an infirm old 
Man, weary with Age and travelling, and having quenched 
his Thirſt, ſat down to reſt himſelf by the Side of the 
Spring. The Soldier milling his Parſe, returns to ſearch 
for it, and demands it of the old Man, who affirms he 
had not ſeen it, and appeals to Heaven in Witnels of his 
Inno:ence. The Soldier not believing his Proteſtations, 
kills him. Nes fell on his Face with Horror and Amazes 
ment, when the Divine Voice thus prevented his Expoſtu- 
lation: Be not ſurprized Mes, nor aſk why the Judge 
of the whole Earth has ſuffered this Thing to come to 
* paſs. The Child is the Occaſion that the Blood of the 
old Man is ſpilt ; but know, that the old Man whom 
« thou ſaweſt, was the Murderer of that Child's Father.” 


TT AFP AI CAT FO N. 


« We are not at preſent (ſays the ingenious Mr. 49.7i- 
en) in a proper Situation to judge of the Counſels by 
which Providence acts, ſince but little arrives at our Know- 
ledge, and even that little we diſcern imperfectly; and 
ab Events, the Permiſſion of which ſeems now to accuſe 
the Divine Goodneſs, may, in the Conſummation of 
Things, both magnify his Goodneſs, and exalt his Wil- 
dom;“ yet the careful Obſerver may, in this State of 
Twilight, ſometimes diſcover much of Equity in the Di- 
vine Adminiſtrations, as in the Caſe of Adambezeck, who 
acknowledged the Juſtice of his Puniſhment. 


PLEASURE and PAIN, à Fable, 


HERE were two Families, which, from the Be- 
ginning of the World, were as oppoſite to each other 
as Light and Darkneſs, The one of them lived in Hea- 
ven, and the other in Hell. The youngeſt Deſcendant of 
the firſt Family was Pleaſure, who was the Daughter of 
Happineſs, who was the Child of Virtue, who was the 
Offspring of the Gods. Theſe, as I ſaid before, had their 


Habitation in Heaven, The youngeſt of the oppoſite 
| Family 
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Family was Pain, who was the Son of Miſery, who was 
the Child of Vice, who was the Offspring of the 
Furies. The Habitation of this Race of Beings was in 
Hel). ; 

The middle Station of Nature between theſe two op- 
poſite Extremes was the Earth, which was inhabited by 
Creatures of a middle Kind, neither fo virtuous as the one, 
nor {> vicious as the other, but partaking of the good and 
bad Qualities of theſe oppoſite Families, Jupiter, cone 
ſidering that this Species, commonly called Man, was 
too virtuous to be miſerable, and too vicious to be happy; 
that he might make a Diſtinction between the Good and 
the Bad, ordered the two youngeſt of the above-mentioned 
Families, Pleaſure, who was the Daughter of Happineſs, 
and Pain, who was the Son of Miſery, to meet one ano- 
ther upon this Part of Nature, which lay in the Half-way 
between them, having promiſed to ſettle it upon both, 
provided they could agree upon the Diviſion of it, ſo as 
to ſhare Mankind between them, 

Pleaſure and Pain were no ſooner met in their new 
Habitation, but they immediately agreed upon this Point, 
that Pleaſure ſhould take Poſſeſſion of the virtuous, and 
Pain of the vicious Part of that Species which was given 
up to them, But, upon examining to which of them any 
Individual they met with belonged, they found each of 
them had a Right to him; for that, contrary to what 
they had ſeen in their old Places of Refidence, there was 
no Perſon ſo vicious, who had not ſome Good in him, nor 
any Perſon ſo virtuous, who had not in him ſome Evil. 
The Truth of it 1s, they generally found upon Search, 
that in the moſt vicious Man Pleaſure might lay Claim to 
an hundredth Part, and that ia the moſt virtuous Man 
Pain might come in for at leaſt two Thirds, This they faw 
would occaſion endleſs Diſputes between them, unleſs they 
could come to ſome Accommodation. To this End there 
was a Marriage propoſed between them, and at length con- 
cluded : By this Means it is that we find Pleaſure and Pain 
are ſuch conſtant Yoke-fellows, and that they either make 
their Viſits together, or are never far aſunder, If Pain 
comes into an Heart, he is quickly followed by My 
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and if Pleaſure enters, you may be ſure Pain is not 
far off. 

But notwithſtanding this Marriage was very convenient 
for the two Parties, it did not ſeem to anſwer the Inten- 
tion of Jupiter in ſending them among Mankind, To re- 
medy therefore this Inconvenience, it was ſtipulated be- 
tween them by Article, and confirmed by the Conſent of 
each Family, that notwithſtanding they here poſſeſſed the 
Species esd upon the Death of every ſing! 
Perſon, if he was found to have in him a certain Propor— 
tion of Evil, he ſhould be diſpatched into the infernal 
Regions by a Paſſport from Pain, there to dwell with Mi- 
ſery, Vice and the Furies. Or, on the contrary, if he had 
in him a certain Proportion of Good, he ſhould be diſ- 


patched into Heaven by a Paſſport from Pleaſure, there 


to. dwell with Happineſs, Virtue, and the Gods. 


= ASE LITCATION. 


Moral Good and Evil are productive of all the Hap- 
de Miſery we ſee in the World. In this imperfect 
tate the beſt of Men have their Share of Pain. It is only 
after Death, Virtue and Vice ſhall have their compleat 


Reward, which will be exadly proportioned to our pre- 
vailing Conduct here. 


MEN NIPUS d JUPITER. 


Malen PU S the Philoſopher was a ſecond Time 
taken up into Heaven by Jupiter, when, for his 
Entertainment, he lifted upa Trap - door that was placed by 
his Footſtool. At its riſing there iſſued through it ſuch a 
Din of Cries as aſtoniſhed the Philoſopher. Upon his 
aſking what they meant, Jupiter told him, they were the 
Prayers that weie ſent up to him from the Earth: Mennipus, 
amidſt the Confuſion of Voices, which was ſo great, that 
nothing leſs than the Ear of ewe could diſtinguiſh them, 
heard the Words, Riches, Honour, and Long Life, repeated 


JR ſeveral different Tones and n When the 
fir 


ſt Hubbub of Sounds was over, the Trap door being left 


open, the Voices came up more ſeparate and diſlinct. _ 
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firſt Prayer was a very odd one; it came from Athens, and 
deſired Jupiter to increaſe the Wiſdom and the Beard of 
his humble Supplicant. Mennipus knew it, by the Voice, 
to be the Prayer of his Friend Lycander, the Philoſopher. 
This was ſucceeded by the Petition of one who had juſt 
laden a Ship, and promiſed Jupiter, if he took care of 
it, and returned it home again full of Riches, he would 
make him an Offering of a Silver Cup. Jupiter thanked 
him for nothing; and, bending down his Ear more at- 
tentvel; than ordinary, heard a Voice complaining to him 
of the Cruelty of an Ephefian Widow, and begging him to 
breed Compaſſion in her Heart: This, ſays Jupiter, is a 
very honeſt Fellow. I have received a great deal of In- 
cenſe from him: I will not be ſo cruel to him as to hear 
his Prayers. He was then interrupted with a wole Vol- 
ley of Vows, which were-made for the Health of a tyran- 
nical Prince by his Subjects, who prayed for him in his 
Preſence. Mennipus was ſurpriſed, after having liſtened to 
Prayers offered up with ſo much Ardour and Devotion, to 


hear low 2 from the ſame Aſſembly, expoſtulating 
u 


with Fove for ſuffering ſuch a Tyrant to live: And aſkin 
him how his Thunder could lie idle? Jupiter was ſo offend- 
ed at theſe prevaricating Raſcals, that he took down the 
firſt Vows, and puffed away the laſt. The Philoſopher, 
ſeeing a great Cloud mounting upwards, and making its 
Way directly to the Trap-door, enquired of Jupiter what 
it meant. This, ſays Jupiter, is the Smoke of a whole 
Hetacomb that 1s offered me by the General of an Army, 
who is very importunate with me to let him cut off an 
hundred thouſand Men that are drawn up in array againſt 
him : What does the impudent Wretch think I ſee in him, 
to believe that I will make a Sacrifice of ſo many Mortals 
as good as himſelf, and all this to his Glory, forſooth ? 
But hark, ſays Jupiter, there is a Voice I never heard 
but in Time of Danger; tis a Rogue that is ſhipwreck'd 
in the /onian Sea: I ſaved him on a Plank but three Days 
ago, upon his Promiſe to mend his Manners, the Scoun- 
drel is not worth a Groat, and yet has the Impudence to 
offer me a Temple if Iwill keep him from ſinking. 
But yonder, fays he, is a ſpecial Youth for yo 

eures 


3 


D 


— 


* 


8 * IT 2 rw 


C 


68 HISTORIES and FABLES 


deſires me to take his Father, who keeps a great Eſtate 
from him, out of the Miſeries of human Life. The old 


Fellow ſhall live till he makes his Heart ake, I can tell him 


that for his Pains. This was followed by the ſoft Voice 
of a pious Lady, defiring Jupiter that ſhe might appear 
amiable and charming in the Sight of her Emperor. As 
the Philoſopher was reflecting on this extraordinary Pe- 
tition, there blew a gentle Wind through the Trap-door, 
which he at firſt miſtook for a Gale of Zephyrs, but af- 
terwards found it to be a Breeze of Sighs: 'They ſmelt 
ſtrong of Flowers and Incenſe, and were ſucceeded by 
moſt paſhonate Complaints of Wounds and Torments, 
Fires and Arrows, Cruelty, Deſpair, and Death. Men- 
nipus fancied that ſuch lamentable Cries aroſe from ſome 
eneral Execution, or from Wretches Iying under the 
orture; but Jupiter told him, that they came up to him 
from the Iſle of Paphos, and that he every Day received 
Complaints of the ſame Nature from that whimſical 
Tribe of Mortals who are called Lovers. I am fo trifled 
with, ſays he, by this Generation of both Sexes, and 
find it ſo impoſſible to pleaſe them, whether I grant or 
refuſe their Petitions, that I ſhall order a Weſtern Wind 
for the future to intercept them in their Paſſage, and blow 
them at Random upon the Earth. The laſt Petition 1 
heard was from a very aged Man, of near a hundred 
Years old, begging but for one Year more of Life, and 
then piomifing to die contented, This is the rareſt old 
Fellow, ſays Jupiter; he has made this Prayer to me for 
above twenty Years together, When he was but fifty 
Years old, he deſired only that he might live to ſee his 
Son ſettled in the World; I granted it. He then begged 
the ſame Favour for his Daughter, and afterwards that 
he might ſee the Education of a Grandſon. When all 
this was brought about, he puts up a Petition that he 
might live to finiſh a Houſe he was building. In ſhort, 
he is an unreaſonable old Cur, and never wants an Ex- 
cuſe ; I will hear no more of him. Upon which he flung 
down the Trap-door in a Paſſion, and was reſolved to 

give no more Audiences that Day, 8 
Ot» 
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Notwithſtanding the Levity of this Fable, the Moral 
of it very well deſerves our Attention. The Vanity of 
Men's Wiſhes, which aie the natural Prayers of the 
Mind, as well as many of thoſe ſecret Devotions which 
they offer to the Supreme Being, are ſufficiently expoſed 
by it. Among other Reaſons for ſet Forms of Prayer, 
I] have often thought it a very good one, that by this 
Means the Folly and Extravagance of Men's Deſires 
may be kept within due. Bounds, and not break out in 
abſurd and ridiculous Petitions on ſo great and ſolemn 
an Occaſion. | 
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So erroneous, often, 1s our Choice of Happineſs, that 
the granting our Wiſhes would be the greateit Crueity to 
us. This ſhould teach us an humble Submiſſion to the di- 

vine Wiſdom in all cur Petitions for temporal Bleſſings. 


The Perſian SUL TAN's exemplary Fuſtice. 


S one of the Sultans lay encamped on the Plains of 
Avala, a certain great Man of the Army entered 

by Force into a Peaſant's Houſe, and finding his Wife 
very handſome, turned the good Man out of his Dwelling 
and went to Bed to her. The Peaſant complain'd the 
next Morning to the Sultan, and deſired Redreſs; but was 
not able to point out the Criminal. The Emperor, who 
was very much ir.cenſed at the Injury done to the poor 
Man, told him, that probably the Offender might give 
his Wife another Viſit, and, if he did, commanded him 
immediately to repair to his Tent, and acquaint him with 
it, Accordingly within two or three Days the Officer en- 
tered again the Peaſant's Houſe, and turned the Owner 
out of Noors ; who thereupon applied himſelf to the Im- 
perial Tent, as he was ordered. The Sultan went in 
Perſon, with his Guards, to the poor Man's Houſe, whe. e 
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| he arrived about Midnight. As the Attendants carried 

) each of them a Flambeau in their Hands, the Sultan, af- 
ter having ordered all the Lights to be put out, gave the 

: Wo:d to enter the Houſe, find out the Criminal, and 


put 
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put him to Death. This was immediately executed, and 
the Corpſe laid out upon the Floor, by the Emperor's 
Command, He then bid every one light his Flambeau, and 
ſtand about the dead Body, The Sultan approaching it, 
looked upon the Face,and immediately fell upon his Knees 
in Prayer. Upon his riſing up, he ordered the Peaſant to 
ſet before him whatever Food he had in the Houſe, The 
Peaſant brought out a great deal of coarſe Fare, of which 
the Emperor eat very heartily, 'The Peaſant ſeeing him 
in good Humour, preſumed to aſk of him, Why he had 
ordered the Flambeaux to be put out, before he had com- 
manded the Adulterer ſhonld be ſlain? Why, upon their 
being lighted again, he looked upon the Face of the dead 
Body, and fell down in Prayer? And why, after this, he 
had ordered Meat to be ſet before him, of which he now 
eat ſo heartily ? The Sultan, being willing to gratify the 
Curioſity of his Hoſt, anſwered him in this Manner. 
Upon hearing the Greatneſs of the Offence, which had 
been committed by one of the Army, I had reaſon to 
think it might have been one of my own Sons; for who 
elſe would have been ſo audacious and preſuming ? I gave 
Orders, therefore, for the Lights to be extinguithed, that 
I might not be led aſtray, by Partiality or Compaſſion, 
from doing Juſtice on the Criminal. Upon the lighting 
the Flambeaux a ſecond Time I looked upon the Face of 
the dead Perſon, and, to my unſpeakable joy, found it 
was not my Son. It was for this Reaſon that I immedi- 
ately fell upon my Knees, and gave thanks to God. As 
to my eating heartily of the Food you have ſet before me, 
you will ceaſe to wonder at it, when you know, that the 
great Anxiety of Mind I have been in, upon this Occa- 
ſion, fince the firſt Complaints you brought me, has hin- 
dered my eating any Thing from that Time till this very 
Moment.” | 


i APPLICATION, 


We have here a noble Inſtance of Magnanimity in the 
Execution of Juſtice. The Man that would be ſteadi- 
ly virtuous, muſt be deaf to Paſſion; and reſolutely 
ſhun every Thing that may throw a Bias on the Mind; 
nor 
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nor ſhould we overlook the Sultan's pious Gratitude. Our 
Thankfulneſs for a Deliverance, ſhould bear a Proportion 
to our paſt Diſtreſs. 


TIMOLEO N's providenttal Preſervation. 


IMQLEON was famous for referring all his 

Succeſſes to Providence. He had in his Houſe a 
private Chapel, in which he uſed to pay his Devotions to 
the Goddeſs, who repreſented Providence among the Hea- 
thens. I think no Man was ever more diſtinguiſhed by 
the Deity whom he blindly worſhipped, than the great 
Perſon I am ſpeaking of, in ſeveral Occurrences of his 
Life, but particularly in the following one, which I ſhall 
relate out of Platarch. 

Three Perſons had entered into a Conſpiracy to aſſaſſi- 
nate Timoleon, as he was offering up his Devotions in a 
certain Temple. In order to it, they took their ſeveral 
Stands in the moſt convenient Places for their Purpoſe. As 
they were waiting for an Opportunity to put the Deſign 
in Execution, a Stranger, having obſerved one of the Con- 
ſpirators, fell upon him and flew him. Upon which the 
other two, thinking their Plot had been diſcovered, threw 
themſelves at Timaleon's Feet, and confeſſed the whole 
Matter. This Stranger, upon Examination, was found 
to have underſtood nothing of the intended Aſſaſſination, 
but having, ſeveral Years — had a brother killed by 
the Conſpirator, whom he here put to Death; and having, 
till now, ſought in vain for an Opportunity of Revenge, 
he chanced to meet the murderer in the Temple, who had 
planted himſelf there for the above-mentioned Purpoſe. 
Plutarch cannot forbear, on this Occaſion, ſpeaking with 
a Kind of Rapture on the Schemes of Providence, which, 
in this Particular, had fo contrived it, that the Stranger 
ſhould for ſo great a Space of Time be debarred the Means 


of doing Juſtice to his Brother, till, by the ſame Blow that 
revenged the Death of one innocent Man, he preſerved 


the Life of another. 
For my own Part, I cannot wonder that a Man of Timo- 


leon's Religion ſhou!d have his Intrepidity and F ng 
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of Mind, or that he ſhould be diſtinguiſhed by ſuch a De- 
Iiverance as I have here related. 


SW SPPLICATION, 


A dutiful ſteady Reliance upon God, and aſeribing our 
Succeſſes to him, is the Way to engage his Blefling and 
Protection, and will give that Firmneſs to the Mind which 
nothing elſe can, nor ſhall it ever be exerciſed in vain ; 
for he who holds the Univerſe in Exiſtence, can, with 
Eaſe, avert the moſt hidden Miſchief, and, by unlook'd for 
Means, turn the intended Miſchief upon the guilty Head. 


ANDROCLES and the Numidian LY ON. 


NDROCLES was the Slave of a noble Romar, 
who was Proconſul of 4/rick. He had been guilty 

of a Fault, for which his Maſter would have put him to 
Death, had not he found an Opportunity to eſcape. out 
of his Hands, and fled into the Peſart of Namidia. As he 
was wanvering among the barren Sands, and almoſt dead 
with Heat and Hunger, he ſaw a Cave in the Side of a 
Rock. He went into it, and finding at the further End of 
it a Place to ſit down upon, reſted there for ſome Time. 
At length to his great Surprize, a huge over-grown Lion 
eee. at the Mouth of the Cave, and ſeeing * at the 
upper End of it, immediately made towards him. Anaro- 
cles gave himſelf for gone; but the Lion, inſtead of treat- 
ing * as he expected, laid his Paw upon his Lap, and, 


- with a complaining Kind of Voice, fell a licking his Hand. 


Aarecles, after having recovered himſelf a little from the 
Fright he was 1n, obſerved the Lion's Paw exceedingly 
ſwelled by a large Thorn that ſtuck in it. He immedi— 
ately pulled it out, and by ſqueezing the Paw very gently, 
made a great deal of N Matter run out of it, which 
probably freed the Lion from the great Anguiſh he had 
felt ſome Time before. The Lion left him upon receiving 
this good Office from him, and ſoon after returned with a 
Fawn which he had juſt killed. This he laid down at the 
Feet of his Benefactor, and went off again in Purſuit of 


his Prey. Auareles, after having ſoddened the Fleſh of . 
Y 
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by the Sun, ſubſiſted upon it til} the Lion had ſupplied 


him with another. He lived many Days in this frightful 


Solitude, the Lion catering for him with great Aſſiduity. 
Being tired at length of this Savage Society, he was re- 


foived to deliver himſelf up into his Maſter's Hands, and 
ſuffer the worſt Effects of his Diſpleaſure, rather than be 
thus diiven out from Mankind. His Maſter, as was cuſ- 
tomaty for the Proconſuls of Ah ict, was at that Time get- 


ting together a Preſent of all the largeſt Lions that could 
be 


as the Lions were in Readineſs to be ſent, and that for 


his Crime he ſhould be expoſed to fight with one of the 
Lions in the Amphitheatre, as uſual, for the Diverſion - 


of the People, This was alſo performed accordingly, 


Audrocles, after ſuch a ſtrange Run of Fortune, was now. 
in the Area of the Theatre amidſt Thouſands of Specta- 


tors, expecting every Moment when his Antagoniſt would, 


come out upon him. At length, a huge monſtrous Lion 


leaped out from the Place where he had been kept hun- 
gry for the Shew. He advanced with great Rage towards 
the Man, but on a ſudden, after having regarded him a 
little wiſtfully, he fell to the Ground, and crept towards 
his Feet, wich all the Signs of Blandiſhment and Careſs. 
Androcles, after a ſhort Pauſe diſcovered that it was his 
old Numidian Friend, and immediately renewed his Ac- 
quaintance with him. Their mutual Congratulations 
were very e es the Beholders, who, upon hears 
ing an Account of the whole Matter from Audrocles, or- 
dered him to be pardoned, and the Lion to be given up 
into his Poſſeſſion, Andrecles returned at Rome the Civi- 
lities which he had received from him in the Defarts of 
Africk. Dien Caſſius ſays, that he himſelf ſaw the Man 
leading the Lion about the Streets of Rene, the People 
every where gathering about them, and repeating to one 
another, Hic eſt Leo Hoſpes Hominis; Hic eſt 


„% Homo Medicus Leonis. This is the Lion who was 
D | « the 


ound in the Country, in order to ſend them to Rome, 
that they might furniſh out a Shew for the, Raman People. 
Upon his poor Slave's ſurrendering himſelf into his 
Hands, he ordered him to be carried away to Rome as ſoon . 


- _— 2 - 


©, $4 > - *, * 


i; 


5 
4 
«4 
"4 
Et 
2 
I 
* 
'S 
2 
* 
A 
2 . 
or 
$ K 
2 4 


33 


* * ' 
N n 
— 


74 HISTORIES and FABLES 
The Man's Hoſt: This is the Man who was the Lion's 
wk ©; = | fades | 

3 The APPLICATION. 

The e Gratitude of this noble Animal loudly 
reproaches many of our own Species, who, tho' endowed 
with higher Faculties, quickly loſe a Senſe of Favours re- 
ceived; and ſome, ſtill more baſe, return Evil for Good 
to their greateſt Bene factors. 

Had Audrecles been ſome great Perſon, there would 
have been many ſhining Remarks, at leaſt, on the extra- 
ordinary Circumſtances of his very remarkable Deliver- 
ance; as that the Lion intended for his Deſtruction ſhould 
be the ſame he had preſerved, Sc. But we may fee, that 
the Life of the meaneſt Slave is as precious as that of the 


greateſt Hero, in the Sight of him who has formed us all 
of one Clay. 


A French Nobleman's extraordinary Diſcovery of 
mage to bu en Guan. 


vellous Power, even when their Cauſe hath been 
unknown, There are col Examples in Story, of tender 


8. \ HE ſilent Whiſpers of Nature have had a mar- 


Friendſhips formed betwxzN Men who knew not of their 
near Relation. Such Accyunts confirm me in an Opinion [ 
have long entertained, that there is a Sympathy betwixt 
Souls, which cannot be explained-by the Pres udice of Edu- 
cation, the Senſe of Duty, or any other human Motive. 
The Memoirs of a certain Freuch Nobleman, which now 


lie before me, furniſh me with a very entertaining Inſtance 


of this ſecret Attraction, implanted by Providence in the 
human Soul, It will be neceſſary to inform the Reader, 
that the Perſon, whoſe Story I am going to relate, was one 
whefe roving and romantick Temper, joined to a Diſpo- 
fition ſingularly amorous, had led him through a vaſt Va- 
-riety of Gallantry and Amours. He had in his Youth at- 
tended a Princeſs of France into Poland, where he had been 
entertained by the King her Huſband, and married the 
Daughter of a Grandee. Upon her Death he returned in- 
to his native Country, where his Intrigues and other Miſ- 


= fortunes having conſumed his paternal Eſtate, he now went 


| 


do 
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to take Care of the Fortune his deceaſed Wife had left him 
in Poland. In his Journey he was robbed before he 
reached War/arw, and lay ill of a Fever, when he met 
with the following Adventure; which we ſhall relate in 
his own Words. 

] had been in this Condition for four Days, when the 
Counteſs of Venaſti paſſed that Way. She was informed 
that a Stranger of good Faſhion lay ſick, and her Charity 
led her to ſee me. I remembered her, for I had often ſeen 
her with my Wife, to whom ſhe was nearly related; but 
when I found ſhe knew not me, I thought fit to conceal 
my Name, I told her I was a German; that I had been 
robbed ; and that if ſhe had the Charity to ſend me to 
Warſaw, the Queen would acknowledge it, I having the 
Honour to be known'to her Majeſty. The Counteſs had 
the Goodneſs to take Compaſſion of me ; and ordering me 
to be put in a Litter, carried me to Warſaw, where 1 was 
lodged in her Houfe, till my Health ſhould allow me ta 
wait upon the Queen. | 

« My Fever increaſed, after — Journey was over, and 
I was confined to my Bed for fifteen Days. When the 
Counteſs firſt ſaw me ſhe had a young Lady with her about 
Eighteen Years of Age, who was much taller and better 
ſhaped than the Poli Women generally are. She was very 
fair, her Skin exceeding fine, and her Air and Shape inex- 


preſſibly beautiful. I was not ſo fick as to overlook this 
young Beauty; and I felt in my Heart ſuch Emotions at 
rſt View, as made me fear that all my Misfortunes 
had not armed me ſufficiently againſt the Charms of the 
Fair Sex. The amiable Creature ſeemed afflicted at my |! 


the 


Sickneſs ; and ſhe > {jon to have ſo much Concern and 
Care for me, as raiſe 


Fenoskt. 
« 1 verily believe, that the conſtant Sight of this charm- 
ing Maid, and the Pleaſure I received from her careful 
Attendance, contributed more to my Recovery, than all 
the Medicines the Phyſicians * me. In ſhort, my 3 
2 lett 


in me a great Inclination and Ten- 
derneſs for her. She came every Day into my Chamber, 
to Enquire after my Health; I asked who ſhe was, and 1 
was anſwered, that ſhe was Niece to the Counteſs of 
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left me, and I had the Satisfaction to ſec the lovely Crea- 
ture overjoyed at my Recovery. She came to ſee me oft - 
ner as 1 better; and I already felt a ſtronger and 
more tender Affection for her than I ever bore to any Wo- 
man in my Life; when 1 began to perceive that her con- 
ſtant Care of me was only a Blind, to give her an Oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing a young Pole, whom | took to be her 
Lover. He ſeemed to be much about her Age, of a 
brown Complexion, very tall, but finely ſhaped, Every 
Time ſhe came to ſee me, the young Gentleman came to 
find her out; and they uſually retired to a Corner of the 
Chamber, where they ſeemed to converſe with great Ear- 
neſtneſs. The Aſpect of the Youth pleaſed me wonder— 
fully; and if I had not ſuſpected that he was my Rival, 
I ſhould have taken Delight in his Perſon. and Friendſhip. 
They both of them often aſk'd if I were in reality a 
German; which when J continued to affirm, they ſeemed 
very much troubled at. One Day I took Notice the young 
Lady and Gentleman, having retired to a Window, were 
very intent upon a Picture; and that every now and then, 
they caſt their Eyes upon me, as if they had found ſome 
Reſemblance betwixt that and my Features. I could not 
forbear to aſk the Meaning of it; upon which the Lady 
anſwered, that if I had been a Frenchman, ſhe ſhould have 
imagined I was the Perſon for whom the Picture was 
drawn, becauſe it ſo exactly reſembled me. I deſired to 
ſee it. But how great was my Surprize ! when ] found it 
to be the very Painting which Thad ſent to the Queen five 
Years before, and which ſhe commanded me to get drawn 
to be given to my Children. After I had viewed the Piece, 
I caſt my Eyes upon the young Lady, and then upon the 
Gentleman I had thought to be her Lover. My Heat 
beat, and I felt a ſecret Emotion which filled me with 
Wonder. I thought I traced in- the two young Perſons 
ſome of my own Features, and at that Moment I faid to 
myſelf, Je not theſe my Children ? The Tears came into 
my Eyes, and | was about to run and embrace them; but 
conſtraining myſelf with Pain, I aſked whoſe Picture it 
was! The Maid perceiving that I could_not ſpeak with- 
oat Tears, fell Execping, Her Tears ab/olutely confirm'd 
me 
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me in my Opinion, and falling upon her Neck, Ab, my 
dear Child, taid I, yes, I am your Father, I could lay no 
more. The Youth ſeized my Hands at the ſame Time, 
and kifing, bathed them with their Tears. Throughout 
my Life I never felt a Joy'equal to this; and it muſt be 
owned, that Nature inſpires more lively Motions and 
pleaſiuig Tenderneſs than the Paſſions can poſſibly excite.” 


The: A P.PF.L 1 SATIN. 


Well was this good Lady's Hoſpitality rewarded in the 
joyful Diſcovery of a Parent long loſt to his Children: 
How favourable was the Illneſs that Ropped his Journey, 
and threw him into her Hands? Such happy Effects often 
have thoſe Occurrences we think the moſt diſtreſſing : 
The wile Author of our Frame has, kindly, ſo ordered it 
for mutual Happineſs, that the pure Joys of natural At- 
fection give a Delight tothe Heart hardly to be —_ 
How greatly are we then our own Enemies, in ſuffering 
our vicious Paſſions ſo often to interrupt, and ſometimes 


totally deſtroy theſe pleaſing Enjoy ments. 


SANTON BARSISA, the Hermit, and 
| the Devil. 


"HERE was formerly a Santon whoſe Name was 
Farfiſa, who for the Space of an hundred Years 

very fervently applied bimſelf to Prayer, and ſcarce ever 
went out of the Grotto in which he made his Reſidence, 
for fear of expoſing himſelf to the Danger of ofending 
God. He falled in the Day-time, and watched in the 
Night; all the Inhabitants of the Country had ſuch-a great 
Veneration for him, and fo highly valued his Prayers, 
that they commonly applied to <=. when they had. any 
Favour to beg of Heaven. When he made Vows for the 
Health of a fick Perſon, thePatient was immediately cured. 
It happened that the Daughter of the King of that 
Count:y fell into a dangerous Diſtemper, the Cauſe of 
which the Phyſicians could not diſcover, yet they continu- 
ed preſcribing Remedies by gueſs ; but, inſtead of helping 
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the Princeſs, they only augmented her Diſcaſe. In the 
mean Time the King was inconſolable, for he paſſionately 
loved his Daughter ; wherefore one Day, finding all hu- 
man Aſſiſtance vain, he declared it as his Opinion, that the 
Princeſs ought to be ſent to the Santon Barſiſa. 

All the Bays applauded his Sentiments, and the King's 
Officers conducted her to the Santon; who, notwithſtand- 
ing his frozen Age, could not ſee ſuch a Beauty, without 
being ſenſibly moved. He gazed on her with Pleaſure, and 
tne Devil taking this Opportunity, whiſpered in his Ear 
thus: O Santon! don't let ſlip ſuch a fortunate Minute: 
Tell the King's Servants, that it is requiſite for the Prin- 
ceſs to pais this Night in the Grotto, to ſee whether it will 

leaſe God to cure her; that you will put up a Prayer for 


er, and that they need only come to fetch her To- mor- 
row.“ 

How weak is Man !- The Santos followed the Devil's 
Advice, and did what he ſuggeſted to him. But the Offi- 
cers, before they could jel to leave the Princeſs, ſent 
one of their Number to know the King's Pleaſure. That 
Monarch, who had an entire Confidence in Bar//a, nevtr 
in the leaſt ſcrupled the truſting of his Daughter with him. 
I conſent, ſaid he, that ſhe ſtay with that holy Man, 
and that he keep her as long as he pleaſes: I am wholly 
ſatisfied on that Head.” 

When the Officers had received the King's Anſwer, 
they all retired, and the Princefs remained alone with the 
Hermit. Night being come, the Devil preſented himſelf 
to the Santon, laying, *« Can'ſt thou let ſlip fo favourable 
an Opportunity with ſo charming a Creature ? Fear not 
her telling of the Violence you offer her; if ſhe were even 
ſo indiſcreet as to reveal it, who will believe her?. The 
Court, the City, and all the World are too much pie- 
poſſeſſed in your Favour, to give any Credit to ſuch a Re- 
port. You may do wy Thing unpuniſhed, when armed by 
thegreat Reputation for Wiſdom which you have acquired.” 
The unfortunate Bar//a was fo weak, as to hearken tothe 


Enemy of Mankind. He approached the Princeſs, took 


her into his Arms, and, in a Moment, cancelled a Virtue 
of an hundred Years Duration. 1 
le 
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He had no ſooner perpetrated his Crime, than a thou- 
ſand avenging Horrors haunted him Night and Day. He 
thus accolted the Devil; ** Wretch, /aid be, tis thou 
which haſt deſtroyed me! Thou haſt encompaſſed me for 
an whole Age, and endeavoured to ſeduce me, and now 


at laſt thou haſt gained thy End. “O Santor ! anfevered | 


the Devil, don't reproach me with the Pleaſure thou haſt 


enjoyed. Thou mayeſt repent': But what is unhappy for 


thee is, that the Princeſs is pregnant, and thy Sin will be- 
come publick; thou wilt become the Laughing-ftock of 
thoſe who admire and reverence thee at preſent, and 
the King will put thee to an ignominious Death.“ 

Bara, terrified by this Diſcourſe, fays to the Devil: 
* What ſhall I do to prevent the Publication of my 
Shame?“ To hinder the Knowledge of your Crime, you 
ought to commit a freſh one, an/evered the Devil: Kill the 
Princeſs, bury her at the Corner of the Grotto, and when 
the King's Meſſengers come To-morrow, tell them you have 
cured her, and that ſhe went from the Grotto very early in 
the Morning: They will believe you, and ſearch for her 
all over the City and Country; the King, her Father, wil! 
be in great Pain for her, but, after ſeveral yain Searches, 
it will wear off,” | 
The Hermit, abandoned by God, purſuant to this Ad- 
vice, killed the Princeſs, buried her in a Corner of the 
Grotto, and the next Day told the Officers what the Devil 
bid him ſay. They made diligent Enquiry for the King's 
Daughter, but not being able to hear of her, they deſ- 
Paired of finding her, when the Devil told them, that all 
their Search for the Princeſs was vain ; and relating what 
had paſſed betwixt her and the Santon, he told them the 
Place where ſhe was interred. The Officers immediate 
went to the Grotto, ſeized Bar//a, and found the Prineeſs's 
Body in the Place to which the Devil had directed them, 
whereupon they took up the Corpſe, and carried that and 
the Santon to the Palace. | 

When the King faw his Daughter dead, and was in- 
formed of the whole Event, he broke out into Tears and 


bitter Lamentations; and, aſſembling the Doctors, he 


laid the Sam's Crime before them, and asked their Ad- 
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vice how he ſhould be puniſhed. All the Doctors con- 
-demned him to Death, upon which the King ordered him 
to be hanged, Accordingly a Gibbet was erected : The 
Hermit went up the Ladder, and when he was going to 
he turned off, the Devil whiſpered in his Ear theſe Words: 
O Satan! if you will worſhip me, I will extricate you 
out of ' this Difficulty, and tranſport you two nnd 
Lesgues from hence, into a Country where you ſhall be 
-zeverenced by Men, as much as you were — this Ad- 
vcutute.“ “ Lam content, ſays Barſſſa; deliver me, and 
Iwill worſhip thee.” “Give me the firſt Sign of Ado- 
ration, replies the Devil ;” whereupon the Santos bowed 
bis Head, and ſaid, I give myſelt to you.” The Devil 
then raiſing his Voice, ſaid, O Bar//a, I am ſatisfied, 
I have obtained what I defired :” And with theſe Words, 
pitting in his Face, he diſappeared ;* and the deluded 
Samen was hanged.” ?“? [3g 191 e 
The APPLICATION, >» + 
This inſtrudire Fable juſtly repreſents the extreme 
Danger even thoſe of the moſt eſtabliſhed Virtue are in, 
by liſtening to the firſt Motions of Temptation, We ſce 
here one irregular indulgence deſtroying the laboured At- 
tainments of a whole Life of Sanity. One Crime leads 
on to another, and that till to a worſe, till our vaia 
Hopes of Concealment end in the bitter Remorſe and de- 


ſerved Puniſhment. 


oy K — T—, and his proud Miſtreſs. 


"A BOUT. twelve, Years ago I was familiarly, ac- 
A quainted with a Gentleman, who was in a Poit that 
brought him a yearly Revenue, ſufficient to live. very 
handſomely upon. He had a Wife, and no Child but a 
Daughter, whom he bred up, as I thought, too high for 
one that could expect no other Fortune than ſuch a one as 
her Father could raiſe out or the Income of his Place, 
Whic h, as they managed it, was ſcarce ſufficient for their 


ordi nary Expences. Miſs Beth had always the beſt Sort 
. 57 
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of Cloaths, and was hardly allowed to keep Company but 
with thoſe above her Rank; ſo that it was no Wonder 
ſhe grew proud and haughty towards thoſe ſhe looked up- 
her Inferiors. There lived by them a Barber, who 
had « Daughter about Miſs's Age, that could ſpeak French, 
had read ſeveral Books at her leiſure Hours, and was a 
perſect Miſtreſs at her Needle, and in a Kind of Female 
Manufacture. She was at the ſame Time a pretty, modeſt, 
witty Girl. She was hired to come to Miſs an Hour or 
two every Day, to talk French with her, and teach her to 
work, but Miſs always treated her with great Contempt; 
andwhen Molly gave her any Advice, rejected it with Scorn. 
About the fame-Time ſeveral young Fellows made their 
Addreſſes to Miſs Petty, who had indeed a great deal of 
Wit and Beauty, had ſhe not been infected with ſo much 
Vanity and Selt-conceit, Among the reſt was a plain, ſo- 
ber young Man, who loved her almoſt to Diſtraction. His 
Paiton was the common Talk of the Neighbourhood, 
who uſed to be often diſcourſing of Mr. T—'s Angel, for 
that was the Name he always gave her in ordinary Con- 
verſation. As his Circamitances were very indiferent, he 
being a younger Brother. Mrs. Berty rejected him with. 
Diſdain; infomuch that the young Man, as is uſual a+ 
mong thoſe who are croſſed in Love, put himſelf aboard 
the Fleet, with a Reſolution to feek his Fortune, and for- 
get his Miſtreſs, This was very happy for him, for in a. 
tew Years, being concerned in ſeveral Captures, he brought 
home wich him an Eſtate of about twelve thouſand Pounds. 
Mean while Days and Years went on, Miſs lived high, 
and learnt but little; moſt of her Time being employed in 
reading Plays and practiſing to dance, in which the arrive» 
ed at a great Perfection; when, of a ſudden, at a Change 
of Miatkry, her Father loſt his Place, and was forced to 
leave London, where he could no longer hve upon the Foot 
he had formerly done. Not many Years after I was told 
the poor Gentleman was dead, and had left his Widow- 
and Daughter in a very diſconſolate Condition, but could 
not learn where to find them, tho' I made what Enquiry 
E could; and I mult own, I immediately ſuſpected their 
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Pride would not ſuffer them to be ſeen or relieved by any 
of their former Acquaintance. I had left enquiring after 
them for ſome Years, when I happened not long ago, as [ 
was aſking at a Houſe for a Gentleman I had ſome Buſi- 
neſs with, to be led into a Parlour by a handſome young 
Woman, who I preſently fancy'd was that very Daughter 
J had fo long ſought in vain, My Suſpicion increaſed, 
when I obſerved her to bluſh at the Sight of me, and to 
avoid, as much as poſlible, looking upon, or ſpeaking to 
me: Madam, ſaid I, are not you Mrs. ſuch-a-one ? At which 
Words the Tears ran down her Cheeks, and ſhe would 
fain have retired without giving me an Anſwer; but I 
ſtopp'd her, and being to wait a-while for the Gentleman 
I was to ſpeak to, I reſolved not to loſe this Opportunity 
of ſatisfying my Curioſity, I could not well diſcern by her 
Dreſs, which was genteel, tho” not fine, whether ſhe was 
the Miſtreſs of the Houſe, or only a Servant; but ſuppo- 
fing her to be the firſt, I am glad, Madam, faid J, after 
having longinqttired after you, to have ſo bappily met with 
you, and to find you Miſlreſs of ſo fine a Place. Theſe 

ords were like to have ſpoiled all, and threw her into 
ſuch a Diſorder, that it was ſome Time before ſhe could 
recover herſelf ; but as ſoon as ſhe was able to ſpeak, Sir, 
faid ſhe, you are miſtaken ; I am but a Servant. Her Voice 
fell in theſe laſt Words, and ſhe burſt again into Tears. 1 
was ſorry to have occaſioned in her ſo much Grief and 
Confuſion, and ſaid what I could to comfort her. Alas, 
Sir, ſaid ſhe, my Condition is much better than I deſerve. 
I have the kindeſt and beſt of Women for my Miſtreſs. She 
is Wife to the Gentleman you come to ſpeak withal. You 
know her very well, and have often ſeen her with me. To 
make my Story ſhort, I found that my late Friend's Daugh- 
ter was now a Servant to the Barber's Daughter, whom 


- ſhe had formerly treated ſo diſdainfully. The Gentleman, 


at whoſe Houſe I now was, fell in Love with Moll, and 
being Maſter of a great Fortune, married her, and lives 
— * as happily, and as much to his Satisfaction as he 
could deſire. Ile treats her with all the Friendſhip and 
Reſpet᷑t poſſible, But not with more than her Behaviour 


and 


— 
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and good Qualities deſerve. And 'twas with a great deal 
of Pleaſure { heard her Maid dwell ſo long upon her Com- 
mendation. She informed me, that after her F ather's 
Death, her Mother and ſhe lived together for a while 1n 
great Poverty. But her Mother's Spirit could not bear the 
Thoughts of aſking Reliet of any of her own, or her Huſ- 


band's Acquaintance ; ſo that they retired from all their 


Friends, *till they were providentially diſcovered by this 
new-married Woman, who heaped on 'em Favours upon 
Favours. Her Mother died ſhortly after, who, while ſhe 
lived, was better pleaſed to ſee her 2 a Beggar, 
than a Servant. But being freed by her Death, ſhe was 
taken into this Gentlewoman's Family, where ſhe now 
lived, tho? much more like a Friend or a Companion, 
than like a Servant. 

[ went Home full of this ſtrange Adventure, and about a 
Week after, chancing to be in Company with Mr. T. the 
rejected Lover, whom I mentioned in the Beginning of my 
Letter, I told him the whole Story of his Angel, not queſ- 
tioning but he would feel, on this Occaſion, the uſual Plea- 
ſures of a reſenting Lover, when he hears that Fortune has 
avenged him of the Cruelty of his Miſtreſs, As I was re- 
counting to him at large theſe ſeveral Particulars, I obſery- 
ed that he covered his Face with his Hand, and that his 
Breaſt heaved as tho? it would have burſt, which I took 
at firſt to have been a Fit of Laughter ; but upon lifting 
up his Head I ſaw his Eyes all red with Weeping. He forc- 
ed a Smile at the End of my Story, and we parted. 
About a Fortnight after I received from him the fol- 
lowing Letter, 


Dear Sir, 


my Angel. I have ſince married her, and think the 

w Circumſtances ſhe was reduced to a Piece of good 
Luck to both of us, ſince it has quite removed that little 
Pride and Vanity, which was ig only Part of her Charac- 


ter 


I Am infinitely obliged to you for bringing me News of 
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ter that [ diſliked, and has given me an Opportunity of 

thewing her the conſtant and ſincere AﬀeRton, which 1 

propoſed to her in the Time of her Proſperity, | 
Teurs, R T——, 


6 The APPLICATIO N. 


A haughty over-bearing Temper often meets with, and 
always deſerves, ſome very humbling Circumſtances ; and 
happy it is if they bring it to a juſt Senſe of itſelf, We 
may learn in 7T——'s Angel how great an Injury they do 
their Children, who — them up in a Manner they are 
not likely to ſupport; and ſhould alſo take Warning ne- 
ver to behave diſdainfully towards our Inferiors ; ſince we 
know not how ſoon a Reverie of Fortune may ſet them 
above us. We ſze in Mr. 7 that true Love is ſupe- 
rior to ill Uſage, and will rejoice in an Opportunity, when 
the Conduct is altered, of proving its Fidelity, 


HELIM, the great Phyſician. 


HE Name of Helin is ſtill famous through all the 

Eaftern Parts of the World. He is called among 
the Per/ians, even to this Day, Helim, the great Phylician. 
He was acquainted with all the Powers of Simples, un- 
derſtood all the Influences of the Stars, and knew the Se- 
crets that were engraved on the Seal of Solomon the Son of 
Dawid. Helim was alſo. Governor of the Black Palace, 
and Chief of the Phyſicians to Alnare/chin, the great King 
of Per/ia. 

Alnareſchin was the moſt dreadful Tyrant that ever 
+3 era in this country. He was of a ſearful, ſuſpicious 
and cruel Nature, having put to Death, upon very ſlight 
Jealouſies and Surmiſes, five and thirty of his Queens, 
and above twenty Sons, whom he ſuſpected to have con- 
ipired againſt his Life. Being at length wearied with the 
E xerciſe of ſo many Cruelties in his own Family, and 
fearing leſt the whole Race of Caliphs ſhould be entirely 
loſt, he one Day fent for Helim, and ſpoke to him after 
this Manner. Helim, faid he, I have long admired thy great 
Wiſdom, 
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Wiſdom, and retired Way of Living. 1 foall now fhew thee 
the entire Confidence which I place in thee. I hawe only two 
Sons remaining, whv are as yet but Infants. It is my Deſign 
that thou take them home with thee, and educate them as your 
own, Train them in the humble, unambiticus Purſuits of 
Knowledge. By this Means ſhall the Line of Caliphs be pre- 
ſerved, and my Children ſucceed after me, without aſpiring 
t9 my Throne whilſt I am yet alive. The Words of my 
Lord the King ſhall be obeyed, ſaid Helim. After which 
he bowed, and went out of the King's Preſence. He 
then received the Children into his own Houſe, and from 
that Time bred them up with him in the Studies of Know- 
ledge and Virtue. The young Princes loved and reſpect- 
ed Helim as their Father, and made ſuch Improvements 
under him, that by the Age of one and twenty they were 
inſtructed in all the Learning of the E. The Name of 
the eldeſt was Ibrahim, 1 of the youngeſt 4bdallah. 
They lived together in ſuch a perfect Friendſhip, that to 
this Day it is ſaid of intimate Friends, that they live 
together like Ibrahim and Abdallah, Heiim had an only 
Child, who was a Girl of a fine Soul, and a moft beauti- 
ful Perſon. Her Father omitted l in her Educa- 
tion that might make her the moſt accompliſhed Woman of 
her Age. As the young Princes were in a manner excluded 
from the reſt of the World, they frequently converſed with 
this lovely Virgin, who had been brought up by her Father 


in the ſame Courſe of Knowledge and Virtue. Abdallab, 


whole Mind was of a ſofter Turn than that of his Brother, 

rew by Degrees ſo enamqured of her Converſation, that 
Fe did not think he lived when he was not in Company 
with his beloved Bal/ora, for that was the Name of the 
Maid. The Fame of her Beauty was ſo great, that at 
length it came to the Ears of the King, who pretending 
to viſit the young Princes his Sons, demanded of Helim 
the Sight of Bahn his fair Daughter. The King was ſo 
inflamed with her Beauty and Behaviour, that he ſent for 
Helim the next Morning, and told him it was now his De- 
ſign to recompence him for all his faithful Services ; and 
that in order to it, he intended to make his Daughter 
Queen of Pera. Helim, who knew very well the Fate 


of 


$6 HISTORIES and FABLES 


of all thoſe unhappy Women who had been thus advanced, 
and cozid not but be privy to the ſecret Love which 44- 
dalloz bore his Daughter: Far be it, ſaid he, from the King 
7 Perſia to communicate the Blood of the Caliphs, and join 
imſelf in Marriage with the Daughter of his Phyſician. 
"The King however was ſo impatient for ſuch a Bride, 
without hearing any Excuſes, he immediately ordered Bal- 
fora to be ſent for into his Preſence, keeping the Father 
with him, in order to make her ſenfible of the Honour 
which he deſigned her. Balſera, who was too modeſt 
and humble to think her Beauty had made ſuch an Im- 
preſſion on the King, was a few Moments after brought 

into his Preſence as he had commanded, 
She appeared in the King's Eye as one of the Virgins 
of Paradiſe. But upon hearing the Honour which he in- 
tended her, ſhe fainted _ and fell down as dead at 
his Feet. Helim wept, and after having recovered her out 
of the Trance into which ſhe was fallen, repreſented to 
the King, that ſo unexpected an Honour was too great. to 
have been communicated to her all at once; but that, if 
E he pleaſed, he would himfelf prepare her for it. The 
= King bid him take hisown Way, and diſmiſs'd him. Balſora 
was again convey'd to her Father's Houſe, where the 
Thoughts of Abdallah renewed her Affliction every Mo- 
ment; inſomuch that at length ſhe fell into a raging Fever. 
The King was informed of her Condition by thoſe that 
ſaw her. Helim, finding no other Means d extricating 
her from the Difficulties ſhe was in, after having com- 
poſed her Mind, and made her acquainted with his In- 
tentions, gave her a certain Potion, which he knew would 
lay her atleep for many Hours; and afterwards, in all 
the ſeeming Diſtreſs of a diſconſolate Father, informed 
the King the was dead. The King, who never let any 
Sentiments of Humanity come too near his Heart, did not 
much trouble himſelf about the Matter; however, for his 
own Reputation, he told the Father, that fince twas known 
through the Empire that Balſora died at a Time when he 
deſigned her for his Bride, it was his Intention that ſhe 
ſhould be honoured as ſuch after her Death, and that bo 
Body 
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Body ſhould be laid in the black Palace, among thoſe of 
his deceaſed Queens. | 

In the mean time Abdallah, who had heard of the Kin g's 
Deſign, was not leſs afflicted than his beloved Baljora. 
As for the ſeveral Circumſtances of his Diſtreſs, as alſo 
how the King was informed of an irrecoverable Diſtemper 
into which he was fallen, they are to be found at length 
in the Hiſtory of Helim. It ſhall ſuffice to acquaint m 
Readers, that Helim, ſome Days after the ſuppoſed Death 
of his Daughter, gave the Prince a Potion of the ſame 
Nature with that which had laid aſleep Balſora. 

It- is the Cuſtom among the Per/ians, to convey in a 
private Manner the Bodies of all the Royal Family, a little 
after their Death, into the Black Palace: which is the 
Repoſitory of all who are deſcended from the Caliphs, or 
any Way allied to them. The chief Phyſician is always 
Governor of the Black Palace, it being his Office to em- 
balm and preſerve the Holy Family after they are dead, 
as well as to take Care of them while they are yet living, 
The Black Palace is fo called from the Colour of the 
Building, which 1s all of the fineſt poliſhed black Marble, 
There are always burning in it five thouſand everlaſting 
Lamps. It has alſo a hundred folding Doors of Ebony, 
which are each of them watched Day and Night by a 
hundred Negroes, who are to take Care that no Þody en- 
ters beſides the Governor, 

Helim, after having conveyed the Body of his Daughter 
into this Repoſitory, and at the appointed Time received 
her out of the Sleep into which ſhe was fallen, took Care 
ſome Time after to bring that of Abdallah into the fame 
Place. Balſora watched over him, till fuch Time as the 
Doſe he had taken loſt its Effect. Abdallah was not ac- 

uainted with Helim's . when he gave him this 
— Potion. It is impoſſible to deſcribe the Surpriſe, 
the Joy, the Tranſport he was in at his firſt awaking. He 
fancied himſelf in the Retirements of che Bleſſed, and that 
the Spirit of his dear Balſora, who he thought was juſt 
one before him, was the firſt who came to congratulate 
kis Arrival. She ſoon informed him of the Place he was 
in, which, notwithſtanding all its Horrors, * to 
im 
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him more ſweet than the Bower of Mahomet, in the Com- 
pany of bis Balſora. | [ESI 
Helim, who was ſuppoſed to be taken up in the em- 


balming of the Bodies, viſited the Place'very frequently. 


His greateſt Perplexity was how to get the Lovers out of 
it, the Gates being watched in ſuch a Manner as I ha 
before related. This Confideration did not a little dier 
the two interred Lovers. At length Helim bettious ht 
himſelf, that the firit Day of the Full Moon of the Month 
1d was near at Hand, Nowit is a Tradition among 
the Per/ians, that the Souls of thoſe of the Royal Family, 
who are in a State of Bliſs, do, on the firſt Full Moon 
after their Deceaſe, paſs through the Eaſtern Gate of the 
Black Palace, which 1s therefore called the Gate of Para- 
aiſe, in order to take their Flight for that happy Place. 
Helim therefore, having made due Preparation for this 
Night, dreſs'd each of the Lovers in a Robe of Azure 
Silk, wrought in the finelt Looms of Per/fia, with a long 
Train of Linen whiter than Snow, that floated on the 
Ground behind them. Upon Abiallab's Head he fixed a 
Wreath of the greeneſt Myrtle, and on Ba//ora's a Gar- 
land of the freſheſt Roſes, Their Garments were ſcented 
with the richeſt Perfumes of Arabia. Having thus pre- 
pared every Thing, the Full Moon was no ſooner up, and 
ſhioing in all its Brightneſs, but he privately opened the 
Gate of Paradiſe, and ſhut it after the ſame Manner, as 
ſoon as they had paſs'd thro? it. The Band of Negroes who 
were poſted at a little Diſtance from the Gate, . two 
ſuch beautiful Apparitions, that ſhewed themſelves to 
Advantage by the Light of the Full Moon, and being 
raviſhed with the Odour that flowed from their Garments, 
immediately concluded them to be the Ghoſts of the two 
Perſons lately deceaſed. They fell upon their Faces as 
they paſſed through the Midſt of them, and continued pro- 
ſtrate on the Earth till ſuch Time as they were out of 
Sight. They reported the next Day what they had ſeen, 
but this was look'd upon by the King himſelf, and moſt 
others, as the Compliment that was u ually paid to any of 
his Family. Helim had placed two of his own Mules at a- 
bout a Mile Diſtance from the Black Temple, on the S = 
| Wich 
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which they had agreed upon ſor their Rendezvous. Here 
he met them, and conducted them to one of his own 
Houſes, which was ſituated on Mount Khacan, The. Air 
on this Mountain was ſo very healthful, that Feliz had 
formerly tranſported the King thither, in order to recover 
him out of a long Fit of Sickneſs ; which ſucceeded fo 
well, that the King made him a Preſent of the whole 
-Mountain, with a beautiful Houſe and Gardens that were 
at the Top of it. In this Retirement lived Adallab and 


Baljora. They were both ſo fraught with all Kinds of 


Knowledge, and poſſeſt with ſo conſtant and mutual a 
Paſſion for each other, that their Solitude never lay hea- 
vy on them. Abdallab applied himſelf to thoſe Arts 
which were agreeable to his Manner of Living, and 
the Situation of the Place, inſomuch that in a few Years 
he converted the whole Mountain into a Kind of Gar- 
den, and covered every Part of it with Plantations or 
Spots of Flowers. 'Helim was too good a Father to let 
bim want any Thing that might conduce to make his Re- 

tirement pleaſant. 

In about ten Years after their Abode in this Place the 
old King died, and was ſucceeded by his Son Ibrahim, 
who, upon the ſuppoſed Dearth of his Brother, had been 
called to Court, and entertained there as Heir to the Per/i- 

an Empire. Though he was for ſome Years inconfolable - 
for the Death of his Brother, Helim durſt not truſt im 
with the Secret, which he knew would have fatal Conſe- 
quences,. ſhould it by any Means-come to the Knowledge 
of the old King, Ibrahim was no ſooner mounted to the 
Throne, but Helim ſought after a proper Opportunity of 
making a Diſcovery to him, which he knew would be 
8 agreeable to ſo good-natured and generous a Prince. 
It ſo happened, that before Helim found ſuch an Opportu- 
nity as he defired, the new King Ibrabin, having been 
ſeparated from his Company in a Chaſe, and almoſt faint- 
ing with Heat and Thirſt, ſaw himſelf at the Foot of 
Mount Khacan; he immediately aſcended the Hill, and 
coming to Helim's Houſe, demanded ſome Refreſhments, 
Helim was very luckily there at the Time, and after hav- 
ing ſet before the King the choiceſt Wines and Fruits, 
finding 
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finding him wonderfully pleaſed with fo ſeaſonable a 


Treat, told him that the beſt Part of his Entertainment 


was to come, upon which he opened to him the whole 
Hiſtory of what had paſt. . 
The King was at once aſtoniſhed and tranſported at ſo 


| ſtrange a Relation, and ſeeing his Brother enter the Room 
with Balſora in his Hand, he leaped off from the Sofa on 


which he ſat, and cried out. Ti he! my Abdallah!— 
Having ſaid this, he fell upon his Neck, and wept. The 
whole Company, for ſome Time, remained filent, and 
ſhedding Tears for Joy. The king at length, after hav- 
ing kindly reproached Helim for depriving him ſo long of 
ſuch a Brother, embraced Balſora with the greateſt Len- 
cerneſs, and told her, that the ſhould now be a * in- 
deed, for that he would immediately make his Brother 


King of all the conquered Nations on the other Side the 
. Tigris. He eafily diſcovered in the Eyes of our two Lo- 


vers, that, inſtead of being tranſported with the Offer, 
they preferred their preſent Retirement to Empire, At 
their Requeſt therefore he changed his Intentions, and 
made them a Preſent of all the open Country as far as 
they could ſee from the Top of Mount Xhacan. Abdallah, 
continuing to extend his former Improvements, beautified 


this whole Proſpect with Groves and Fountains, Gardens 


and Seats of Pleaſure, till it become the moſt delicious 
Spot of Ground within the Empire, and 4s therefore call- 


ed the Garden of Pera. This Caliph, brabim, aſter a 


long and happy Reign, died without Children, and was 
ſucceeded by Abdallab, a Son of Abdallah and Balſora. This 
was that King 4bdallah, who afterwards fixed the Impe- 


rial Reſidence upon Mount Khacan, which continues at 
this Time to be the favourite Palace of the Perſſan Empire. 


The APPLICATION. 


This Story, preſents us with a lively Contraſt between a 
Tyrant given up to his own reigning Paſſions and cruel! 
Jealouſies, anda Mind calmed by Wiſdom, and ſweetened 
with the moſt benevolent Diſpoſitions. How does the 
Horrors of the one illuſtrate the Beauty of RE * 

| aughty 
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haughty Oppreſſor will often be dealt with deceitfully, 
and his Cruelty will furniſh his beſt Friends with Arts to 
evade his Power. | 
In the Lovers we ſee Grandeur makes no Part of Hap- 
pineſs to the well inſtructed Mind, and mutual, tender, 
Friendſhip, finds a thouſand Sweets in a calm Retirement. 


The KNIGHT ſurprized into Virtue, 


A French Author, giving an Account of a very agree- 


able Man, in whoſe Character he mingles good 


Qualities and Infirmities, rather than Vices and Virtues, 
tells the following Story. | 
« Our Knight, ſays he, was pretty much addicted to 
the mcit faſhionable of all Faults. He had a looſe Rogue 
for a Laquey, not a little in his Favor, tho? he had no 
other Name for him when he ſpoke of him but the Raſcal, 
or to him but Sirrab. One Morning when he was drefling, 
Sirrah, ſays he, be ſure you bring Home this Evening a 
pretty Wench, The Fellow was a Perſon of Diligence 
and Capacity. and had for ſome Time addreſſed himſelf 
to a decayed old Gentlewoman, who had a young Maiden 
to her Daughter, beauteous as an Angel, not yet ſixteen 
Years of Age. The Mother's extream Poverty, and the 
Inſinuations of this Laquey concerning the ſoft Diſpoſition 
and Generoſity of his Maſter, made her conſent to deliver 
up her Daughter. But many were the Intreaties and Re- 
preſentations of the Mother to gain her Child's Conſent to 
an Action, which ſhe ſaid ſhe abhorred, at the ſame Time 
ſhe exhorted her to it; but Child, ſaid ſhe, can you fee 
your Mother die for Hunger ? The Virgin argued no lon- 
er, but burſting into Tears, ſaid ſhe would go any where, 
Ihe Laquey conveyed her with great Obſequiouſneſs and 
Secrecy to his Maſter's Lodging, and placed her in a com- 
modious Apartment till he came Home. The Knight, 
who knew his Man never failed of bringing his Prey, in- 


dulged his Genius at a Banquet, and was in high Humour 


at an Entertainment with Ladies, expecting to be receiv- 
ed in the Evening by one as agreeable as the beſt of them. 


When he came Home, his Laquey met him with a _ 
and 
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and joyful Familiarity, crying out, ſhe is as handſome 4: 
an Angel (for there is no other Simile on this Occaſion; 
but the tender Fool has wept till her Eyes are ſwelled and 
bloated; for ſhe is a Maid and a Gentlewoman, Wiz: 
that he conducted his Maſter to the Room where ſhe was, 
and retired. The Knight, when he ſaw her bathed in 
Tears, ſaid, in ſome Surprize, Don't you know, yeurs 
Woman, why you were brought hither ?. The unhappy 
Maid fell on her Knees, and with many Interruptions of 

Jas too well why 


Jam brought hither; my Mother, to get Bread for her 
and myſelf, has ſent me to do what you pleaſed; but 


* 2 


would it pleaſe Heaven I could die, before I am added to 


the Number of thoſe miſerable Wretches who live with- 
gut Honour! With this Reflection ſhe wept anew, and 


beat her Boſom. The Knight, ſtepping back from her, 
faid, I am not ſo — 2 as to hurt your Innocence a- 
gainſt your Will.“ | A 225 | 
The Novelty of the Accident ſurprized him into Vir- 
tue; and covering the young Maid with a Cloak, he led 
ker to a Relation's Houſe, to whoſe Care he recommend- 


| ed her that Night, The next Morning he fent for her 


Mother, and aſked her if her Daughter was a Maid? The 


Mother aſſured him, that when ſhe delivered her to his 


: 


Servant, ſhe was a —_—_ to Man, Are not you then, 


replied the Knight, a wicked Woman, to contrive the De- 


bauchery of 'your own Child ? She held down her Face 


with Fear and Shame, and in her Confuſion uttered ſome 


broken Words concerning her Poverty. Pity it is, ſaid 
the Gentleman, that you ſhould relieve yourſelf from 


Want by a much greater Evil: Your Daughter is a fine 
| young Creature; do you know of none that ever ſpoke to 


er for a Wife ? The Mother anſwered, there is an ho- 


neſt Man in our Neighbourhood that loves her, who has 
often ſaid he would marry her with two hundred Pounds. 
The Knight ordered his Man to reckon out that Sum, 
with an Addition of fifty, to buy the Bride Cloaths, and 
fifty more as an Help to the Mother.“ 


Could 8 all the Beauties in Great - Britain give 
half the Pleaſure as this young Gentleman had in the 
Reflection 
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Reſection of having relieved a miſerable Parent from 
Guilt and Poverty, an innocent Virgin from publick 


Shame, and beſtowing a virtuous Wife upon an honeſt 
Man? 


rere 


How dreadful a Temptation is extreme Poverty ! but 
hie ſuffered with ]-nocence it is a State of Happineſs, 
compared to the Relief purchaſed by Gwlt, the gnawing 
Anguiſh of which nothing can remove. What a com- 
manding Awe has Virtue, even over the vicious Heart, 
that could check the fluſhed Libertine in the Height of 
promiſed Pleaſure, and make him the generous Guardian 
of that Innocence he was ready to deſtioy. 


EUGENIUS, or Charity without Expence. 


E UGENIUS is a Man of an univerſal good Nature, 

and generous beyond the Extent of his Fortune ; but 
withal ſo prudent, in the Oeconomy of his Affairs, that 
what goes out in Charity is made up by_good Manage- 
ment, Eugenius has what the World calls two hundred 
Pounds a Year, but never values himſelf above nine 
Score, às not thinking he has a Right to the tenth Part, 
which he always appropriates to charitable Uſes, To 
this Sum he frequently makes other voluntary Additions, 
in ſomuch, that in a gocd Year, for ſuch he accounts thoſe 
in which he has been able to make greater Bounties than 
ordinary, he has given above twice that Sum to the Sick 
and the Indigent. 

Eugenius preſcribes to himſelf many particular Days of 
Faſting and Abſtinence, in order to increaſe his private 
Bank of Charity, and ſets aſide what would be the cur- 
rent Expences of thoſe Times for the Uſe of the Poor. 
He often goes a-foot where his Buſineſs calls him, and at 
the End of his Walk has given a Shilling, which in his 
ordinary Methods of Expence, would have gone for 
Coach- hire, to the firſt neceſſitous Perſon that has fallen 
in his Way. I have known him, when he was going to 
a Play or an Opera,pervert the Money which was defignel 

or 
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for that 2 rt upon an Object of Charity whom he has 
met in the Street; and afterwards paſs his Evening ir. a 
Coffee-houſe, or at a Friend's Fire- ſide, with much great- 
er Satisfaction to himſelf, than he could have received 
from the moſt exquiſite Entertainments of the Theatre. 
By theſe Means he is generous without impoveriſhing him- 
ſelf, and enjoys his Eſtate by making it the Property of 


others. 
1 ATLICATION, 

There are few Men fo cramped in their private Affairs, 
who may not be charitable after this Manner, without 
- Diſadvantage to themſclves, or Prejudice to their Fa- 
milies. 

It is but ſometimes ſacrificing a Diverſion or Conve- 
nience to the Poor, and turning the uſual Courſe of our 
Expences into a better Channel. This is, I think, not only 
the moſt prudent and convenient, but the moſt meritori- 
ous Piece of Charity, which we can put in Practice. By 
this Method we, in ſome Meaſure, ſhare the Neceſſities of 
the Poor at the ſame Time we relieve them, and make our- 
ſelves not only their Patrons, but their Fellow-ſufferers. 


L YCURG US, or the Father of his Family. 


YCURGUS is a Man of that noble Diſpoſition, 
L that his Domeſtics, in a Nation of the greateſt Li- 
berty, enjoy a Freedom known only to themſelves who 
live under his Roof. He is the Banker, the Council, 
the Parent of all his numerous Dependents. Kindneſs is 
the Law of his Houſe, and the Way to his Favour is be- 
ing gentle and well-natured to their Fellow-Servants. 
Every one-recommends himſelf, by appearing officious to 
let their Patron know the Merit of others under his Care. 
Many litzle Fortunes have ſtreamed out of his Favour, 
and his Prudence is ſuch, that the Fountain' is not ex- 
hauſted by the Channels that flow from it, but its ay 
cleared to run ne- Mranders. He beſtows with ſo muc 
Judgment, that his Bounty is the Increaſe of his Wealth; 
all who ſhare his Favour, are enabled to enjoy it by his 
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Example; and he has not only made, but qualified many 
a Man to be rich. 
„ APPLICATION 
From the Immorality of our Servants, ariſing from the 
Negligence of Maſters of Families in their Care of them, 


flows that irreſiſtable Torrent of Diſaſters, which ſpreads 


itſelf through all Ranks of Life. Old Age oppreſſed with 
Beggary, Youth drawn into the Commiſſion of Murders 
and Robberies, both owe their Diſaſter to this Evil. If 
we conſider the Happineſs which grows out of a fatherly 
Conduct towards Servants, it wou g encourage a Man to 
that Sort of Care, as much as the Effects of a Libertine 
Behaviour to them would affright us, 


TIMOGENES, or the Man of falſe Honour. 
"Fen was a lively Inſtance of one actuated 


by falſe Honour: Timogenes would ſmile at a Man's 
Jeit who ridiculed his Maker, and, at the ſame Time, run 
a Men through the Body that ſpoke ill to his Friend. 77 
mogenes would have ſcorned to have betrayed a Secret that 
was intruſted to him, though the Fate of his Country de- 
pended upon the Diſcovery of it. Timogenes took away the 
Life of a young Fellow in a Duel, for having ſpoken ill of 
Belinda, a Lady whom he himſelf had ſeduced in her 
Youth, and betrayed into Want and Ignominy. To cloſe 
his Character, Timogenes, after having ruined ſeveral poor 


Tradeſmen's Families who had truſted him, ſold his Eſtate 


to ſatisfy his Creditors ; but, like a Man of Honour, diſ- 

poſed of all the Money he could make of it, in the paying 

off his Play-Debts, or, to ſpeak in his own Language, his 

Debts of Honour, 
The APPLICATION. 

The Man who ſacrifices any Duty of a reaſonable Crea- 
ture to a prevailing Mode or Faſhion, who looks upon 
any Thing as honourable that is diſpleaſing to his Maker, 
or deſtructive to Society, who thinks himielf obliged by 
this Principle to the Practice of ſome Virtues, and not of 
others, 1s by no Means to be reckoned among true Men 


of Honour. 
SYNCOPIUS, 


—— 
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SYNCOPIUS, or the Paſſionate Man. 


YYNCOPIUS leads, of all Men living, the moſt ridi- 
culous Life; he is ever offending, and begging Par- 
don. If his Man enters the Room without what he ſent 
for, that Blockhead, begins he Gentlemen, I ak jour 
Parden, but Servants now-a-days - Ihe wrong Plates are 
laid, they are thrown into the Middle of the Room ; his 
Wife ſtands by in Pain for him, which he ſees in her Face, 
and anſwers, as if be had heard all ſhe was thinking; 
WWhy—what the Devil? Why don't you take care to give Or- 
ders in thoſe Things ? His Friends fit down to a taſteleſs 
Plenty of every Thing, every Minute expecting new In- 
ſults from his impertinent Paſſions. In a Word, to eat 
with, or viſit Syzcep4us, is no other than going to fee him 
exerciſe his Family, exerciſe their Patience, and his own 


Anger. 


It is monſtrous, that the Shame and Confuſion in which 
this good-natured angry Man muſt needs behold his 
;riends, while he thus lays about him, does not give him 
Þ much Reflection as to create an Amendment, 


_ 


THEE ND. 
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